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Tunisian official meets Arafat in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A Tunisian official mel 
palatine Libenopn Organisation fPLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Gaa Stnp on Tuesday l0 deliver a message from 
President Sue Al AMine Ben Ah. Said Ben Mustafa, a junior 
minister in the Tunisian Foreign Ministry, crossed the Kina 
«!»««» Bndge linking Jordan 10 the, Israeli-occupied West Bank 
went to self-ruled Jencho and from there to Gaza to meet Mr 
Arafat, f My rmssjon here is to deliver a message from President 
2 ne Al Abidine to his brother President Arafat,” Mr Ben 
Mustapha toM reporters. He gave no details of the message. Mr 
Arafat told reporters on Mr. Ben Mustapha's arrival he 


was 


touched by the Tunisian president’s help to the Palestinian people 
both in the past and at present. Mr. Ben Mustapfia Ws 
accompanied by diplomat Mohammad Al Ajnaf, who will open 
Tnnsw s first mission in Gaza . Two other Arab countries - E&npt 
and Morocco— and five European states have opened missions in 
Gaza . 
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Tarshihi to succeed Asem Ghosheh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Ministers on Tuesday 
appointed Ibrahim Mohammad Al Tarshihi as director-general of 
the Department of Palestinian Affairs 10 succeed Asem Ghosheh, 
who has retired. In a session chaired by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, the council also endorsed an amendment to a trade 
and cooperation accord with Bahrain and approved the minutes of 
meetings of two countries held at ministerial level this week (see 
inside). The ministers ojso named Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Jamal Saraireh to head Jordan's delegation to a 
meeting of the Arabsat company in Cairo and Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Secretary-General Mohammad Smadi to head the 
Jordanian delegation to a meeting of a joint Jordanian-Tunisian 
committee. It also endorse Jordan's participation in a regional 
meeting of the International Civil Aviation Organisation in Cairo. 
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PLO police ‘shot 
shopkeeper 1 

NABLUS (AFP) — Three 
men believed to be Pales ti- 
nian police agents shot and 
seriously wounded the owner 
of a sweetshop in the occu- 
pied West Bank town of Nab- 
lus on Tuesday, witnesses 
said. Mohammad Taqeddin 
Al Masri, 51, was dragged 
out of his shop in the old 
quarter and seven bullets 
pumped into his legs without 
explanation. Witnesses said 
the three gunmen were 
known to be part of Colonel 
Jibril Rajub’s preventive 
'bay: security force which roams 

across the West Bank from 
the autonomous enclave of 
Jericho. However, Col. Ra- 
jub told AFP: “They are not 
members of my service. They 
are hooligans.” 

Iranian rebels’ 
offices attacked 

NICOSIA (AP) — The 
Baghdad offices of the Ira- 
nian opposition group Mu- 
jahedeen Khalq were hit by 
two rocket-propelled gre- 
nades Tuesday but there 
were no casualties or dam- 
age, the group said in a state- 
ment. The Mujahedeen, 
Iran’s main opposition move- 
ment, blamed the Iranian 
government for the attack, 
but did not give any evidence 
for its claim. It said that one 
missile hit the ground and 
another struck a wall. The 
attackers fled after they were 
fired upon from the office, 
the group said. 

Bhutto renews 
offer to India 


•’ .vs 
■~4* 
■-‘sk.i 


King stresses need for 
national unity, cohesion 

HM calls on professipnal unions to adhere to 
mandate, press to eliminate negative phenomena 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday called on all Jorda- 
nians to safeguard national 
unity and said that maintain- 
ing Jordan’s achievements re- 
quires the highest degree of 
national cohesion and alert- 
ness. 

The King, addressing a 
Council of Ministers session, 
emphasised the need for eli- 
minating rumours and bridg- 
ing all “gaps through which 
those who do not observe the 
country’s highest interests 
and do not accept or resort to* 
values, the Constitution, the 
National Charter and law 
could penetrate.” 

The King's reference 
appeared to be the recent 
violence at the University of 
Jordan among students which 
developed into rivalries be- 
tween two communities. 

Top-level officials, includ- 
ing the speaker of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment, ministers, lawmakers, 
and community leaders have 
been bolding meetings to set- 
tle the dispute. 

The King also called on 
professional associations to 
adhere to their traditional 


role in helping upgrade the 
level of their professional 
performance. 

It was a reference to the 
political role assumed by 
many professional associa- 
tions and unions, which are 
used by critics of the Middle 
East peace process to adv- 
ance their platform against 
the normalisation of 
Jordanian-Israeli relations af- 
ter the two countries signed a 
peace treaty in October. 

One of the mandates the 
King has given in his letter of 
designation to the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker, who 
assumed office in January, is 
to address the politics played 
by the professional associa- 
tions. 

In his comments to the 
Cabinet on Tuesday, the 
King also stressed the need 
for all Jordanian social sec- 
tors, groups and forces not to 
allow themselves to be 
“dominated by differences” 
and the necessity “to uphold 
public interests of the major- 
ity rather than the limited 
interests of the minority. ” 

“The majority represents a 
comprehensive vision, seek- 


ing to pursue creative work 
and building for the sake of 
all citizens,” said the King. 

National security and sta- 
bility and the struggle to 
achieve a free and decent life 
are issues of major concern to 
Jordan, the King said. 

The King also called for 
eliminating what he de- 
scribed as negative phe- 
nomena in the local press, 
saying it had negative bear- 
ings on the country’s image 
and its relations with other 
Arab countries. 

The King warned against 
“those who seek to fofl Jor- 
dan’s endeavours.” 

“We must not allow those 
who seek to undermine our 
attempts to infiltrate our 
ranks and obstruct our inarch 
towards a better future for 
our country and our nation,” 
said the King. 

Before chairing a session of 
the Cabinet, the King held a 
round of talks with Sharif 
Zeid. 

The King briefed the 
Cabinet on the outcome of 
his recent visits to France, the 
U.S. and Canada and said 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday chairs a meeting of the Council of Ministers (Petra 
photo) 


U.S. confident of enough 
votes for NPT extension 
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"ISLAMABAD (AFP) 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to renewed Tuesday an offer 
of dialogue with India, saying 
“substantive” talks could 
take place during the Pakista- 
ni president’s coming visit to 
Not Delhi for a South Asian 
summit President Farooq 
Ahmad Leghari is to attend 
the annual conference of the 
seven-nation South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). 
which is scheduled to begin 
on May 2. “Our doors for 
substantive talks remain 
open... our president travels 
to New Delhi next month for 
the ‘SAARC conference, 
Ms. Bhutto was quoted as 
saying by the official Associ- 
ated Press of Pakistan. 
However, she reiterated that 
Pakistan would continue its 
moral, political and diploma- 
tic support to the separatist 
campaign in Indian- 
controlled Kashmir, which it 
legitimate self- 
detennhiation movement. 

U.s. lawmakers 
visit Lebanon 
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American 


(AP) — Two 
lawmakers of 






, 0 ; i pri f Of w ’ n “hanese ancestry met Presi- 
J 3 ** arflfid Hies Hrawi Tuesday 

CCiieS ei/ ^ called for a lifting of the 
. . - c, ght-year*oId U.S. ban on 
v : to the countiy. U.S. 

I p H esentative Ray Lahood, 
‘ etPoria, Illinois ami Senator 

S® 01 ? 6 Shadid, of Edwards, 
thfoois, arrived Monday for a 
^ro-week private visit. Beirut 
Dews P a pers said the Republi- 
®ns were invited by Prime 
“touter Rafik Hariri, 
®™ntect of the multi-billion- 
reconstruction plan for 
the 1975-90 civil war. “It is 
“tee that this country has the 
opportunity to welcome 
“Jesses to help the ooun- 
hy get back on its feet 
„ .. . Mr. Lahood said. 

/ ■■ “emg that there was little 
jr* P 0 ®* “1 the ban, which was 
*>'! ■ reaewe d m February for six- 

months. 
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I Polish envoy falls 
; to see Americans 
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. .^Baghdad (ap> — Iraq 
■ refused to let a Polish diplo- 

, ■>“■', '• ;• mat meet two American pris- 

* inmates Tuesday, the day 
‘Xi-iet for his weekly visit. No 

-reason was given why 
, - * J ^ ? -' ; .\,VRyszaid Krystosik, who looks 
^ lifter U.S. interests, was de- 
••••■ ~ ; <r . tied perarisaon to enter the 

• r . *haximum-secarity Abu 

• v. jhraib prison on the out- 
_ ■* • 1 r ttrts of the Iraqi capital. Mr. 

- ^-ir’^V'&ystosik was ready with a 
f : 3MC van filled with fresh 


Suicide bombers also 
threaten PNA — Rabin 


TEL AVIV 

The Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) must either 
tackle suicide bombers or fall 
victim to them, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
warned Tuesday. 

“The Palestinian Authority 
will also fall victim to these 
madmen if it does not deal 
with the problem properly,” 
he told a press conference at 
the Naha! Oz border crossing 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip. 

"We expect the authority 
to do more and to do better 
against the killers of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad who seek 
only to assassinate Israelis 
and kill the peace process.” 

The fundamentalist groups 
claimed two suicide bomb- 
ings which left eight Jews 
dead in the Gaza Strip on 
■April 9. 

Israel has banned Palesti- 
nians from Gaza and the 
West Bank from entering the 
country over the Passover 
holiday week, which ends 
Sunday. 

Mr. Rabin went to Nahal 
Oz to inspect a new border 
fence built in the last year to 
try to stop Palestinians from 


entering Israel illegally. 

But he stressed that Israel 
was motivated by security 
concerns. “We do not want 
to change our economic rela- 
tions with the Gaza Strip,” be 
said. 

"We have to strike a ba- 
lance" between stopping the 
attacks and enforcing 
hardship on Palestinians who 
work in Israel, he said. 

The new fence would help, 
Mr. Rabin said, by keeping 
out illegal workers. 

Mr. Rabin added, that 105 
Israelis had been killed by 
Palestinians since January 
1994. Suicide bombers 
accounted for 67 of them. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) hopes to 
be in a position to reach an 
accord with Israel in Cairo 
next week to hold the first 
Palestinian elections, chief 
negotiator Saeb Erakat said. 

The two sides will held a 
new round of talks in Egypt 
next Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the Palestinian local 
government minister told 
AFP. 

"We hope to almost finish 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi assembly 
studies oil plan 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi parliamentary commit- 
tees began on Tuesday dis- 
cussing a U.N. resolution 
allowing Iraq to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil, ahead of a par- 
liament meeting to give 
Baghdad's final position, the 
Iraq News Agency (INA) 
said. 

INA reported on Monday 
night that Parliamentary 
Speaker Saadi Mehdi Saleh 
had chaired a meeting of the 
“specialised committees" in 
parliament to discuss the 
“dangerous dimensions” of 
the resolution. 

Individual committees 
started discussing the resolu- 
tions on Tuesday, INA said. 

Iraq’s reaction to the U.N. 
plan, adopted last week on 
humanitarian grounds, has 
been uniformly negative. 

The cabinet, chaired by 
President Saddam Hussein, 
rejected at the weekend the 
Security Council proposal, 
saying it was a "dangerous 
violation of Iraq’s sovereign- 
ty and national unity for 
which the Iraqi people have 
paid rivers of blood.” 

INA on Monday night 
quoted Speaker Saleh as tell- 


ing the committees the re- 
solution was “a dangerous 
precedent in international re- 
lations” that violated Iraq's 
sovereignty and endangered 
its national security. 

The Security Council's Fri- 
day resolution allows Iraq to 
sell S2 billion worth of oil 
over six months in exchange 
for food and medicine. 

It is designed to ease the 
plight of ordinary Iraqis who 
are suffering under U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

INA quoted Mr. Saleh as 

(Continued on page 7) 


Panel rejects deal 

AN IRAQI parliamentary 
committee has rejected a U.N. 
plan for Baghdad to sell li- 
mited amounts of o3 to meet 
urgent humanitarian needs, 
tire Iraqi news agency INA 
reported on Tuesday. 

“Members of the environ- 
ment committee at the 
National Assembly (parlia- 
ment) have expressed Urefr 
categorical rejection of the 
American (U.N.) resolution,” 
the agony 


Hebron 

mayor 

attacks 

curfew 

HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israel 
kept more than 110,000 
Palestinians under round-the- 
clock curfew for a third 
straight day on Tuesday in 
Hebron while Jews flocked to 
the town’s Ibrahimi Mosque 
on Passover holiday prayers. 

The mayor of Hebron, 
condemned the confinement 
of Palestinians to their 
homes, a measure which he 
said was aimed at creating a 
“quiet atmosphere” for the 
week-long Jewish festival. 

Palestinian sources said 
Israeli forces arrested two 
suspected Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) activists 
in Hebron on Monday night 
and found two bombs at the 
home of one of the men 
taken into custody. 

“The people start to ask: 
■What does the peace process 
bring to us?’ Mayor Mus- 
tapha Natshe told Israel 
Radio. “We are under such 
severe measures — more 
than any other city — so the 
youth try to join Hamas and 
other radical movements.” 
Israeli authorities say Heb- 
ron has long been a hotbed of 
Palestinian militancy and that 
gnerrilla squads are active in 
the town. 

Palestinians say they feel 
threatened by armed Jewish 
settlers, citing the February 
1994 massacre of more than 
30 Palestinian worshippers at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque by set- 
tler Baruch Goldstein. 

On Sunday, Israeli security 
forces in Hebron shot dead 
three guerrillas from Hamas. 
The army said the men, shot 
in a car, were about to carry 
out an attack. Hie Palesti- 
nians accused Israel of killing 
them in cold blood. 

Jewish settlers in the city 
welcomed the curfew against 
the Palestinian population. 

“Many Jews are coming 
here. The atmosphere is fes- 
tive and calm. We don’t feel, 
any tension in the air thanks 
to the security forces,” said 
Rabbi Moshe Bleicher, head 
of a Jewish seminary in the 
area. 

Hundreds of settlers para- 
ded and prayed in the West 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
voioed confidence Tuesday it 
can sway enough votes to win 
indefinite extension of the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) despite re- 
servations by non-aligned 
and other states. 

“We feel the outlook is 
favourable for extension” of 
the NPT, said John Holum, 
principal adviser to President 
Bill Clinton on aims control, 
non-proliferation and dis- 
armament issues. 

Mr. Holum, director of the 
U.S. Arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency (ACDA). 
called the international NPT 
conference that got underway 
here Monday a “historic 
opportunity” to extend the 
25-year treaty indefinitely 
and unconditionally. 

If the treaty were extended 
for a limited term, he said at 
a sidelines press conference, 
amendment would be “ex- 
tremely daunting” and un- 
likely to succeed. 

The United States and 
three other declared nuclear 
weapons states — Britain, 
France and Russia — are 
pushing for indefinite exten- 
sion. The fifth nuclear power. 


China, has not declared its 
position. 

As the West lobbies hard 
for indefinite extension of the 
NPT, only 79 countries have 
declared support, according 
to a Washington group. 

Hie campaign for the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty said 
in -a statement Tuesday that 
an additional 37 countries are 
“leaning yes,” while indefi- 
nite extension is opposed by 
17 states,” with 23 “leaning 
no.” 

The 178 signatories are to 
vote on extension of the trea- 
ty towards the end of the 
conference May 12. A simple 
majority, 90 votes, are 
needed. 

Positions among the Non- 
Aligned Movement and the 
Arab League remain varied. 
Some developing countries 
want a limited extension of 
one or more set periods, 
arguing the restriction will 
prod accelerated disarma- 
ment. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, opening the for- 
mal debate of the four-week 
conference, called for indefi- 
nite extension of the treaty 
on behalf of 21 European 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti, 
Christopher 
hold talks 

MINISTER of Foreign. 
Affairs Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti held talks in New 
York with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
focusing on the Middle East 
peace process, U.S. aid to 
Jordan and current meetings 
in New York to discuss the 
renewal of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra said. 

Petra said the two minis- 
ters reviewed the outcome of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
latest visit to the United 
States, American financial 
aid to Jordan and plans for 
writing off Jordan’s debts to 
the United States. 

Petra quoted Mr. Kabariti 
as stressing Jordan's view- 
that the the NPT agreement 
should be universaUsed and 
should be signed by all na- 
tions, including Israel. 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


Crown 
Prince 
in Doha 
for ATF 
meeting 

DOHA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san arrived in Doha on Tues- 
day to chair a meeting of the 
general assembly of the Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) to be 
opened on Wednesday by 
Qatar's Crown Prince and 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifeh Al 
Thani. 

Sheikh Hamad, who wel- 
comed Crown Prince Hassan 
upon his arrival, held pre- 
liminary talks with him on 
pan-Arab issues and topics of 
common concern. 

The two-day meeting of 70 
Arab and Muslim intellec- 
tuals and scholars will discuss 
the ATF’s activities in 1994 
and a plan of action for 1995 
and 1996. 

Several working papers 
will be submined from scho- 
lars from Jordan, Egypt and 
Kuwait. 

The Crown Prince is 
accompanied by a Jordanian 
delegation which includes 
Dr. Abdul Salam Majali, 
Mrs. Laila Sharaf . Dr. Jawad 
Anani and the chief editors of 
Jordanian dailies in addition 
to presidents of Jordanian 
universities. 

Arab trade, cooperation 

Before his departure for 
Qatar, Prince Hassan met at 
the Royal Court with the 
heads of Arab delegations to 
the fourth Arab contractors 
conference being held in 
Amman. 

He told the audience that 
peace in the Middle East 
would not be at the expense 
of Jordan’s relations with 
other Arab countries or Arab 
solidarity. Calling on Arab 
states to give Arab contrac- 
tors a bigger share of projects 
in the Arab World, Prince 
Hassan predicted that the 
Arab region would witness an 
economic boom. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Libya bid for Haj 
flight is blocked 


TRIPOLI ( AP) — Libya was 
frustrated in its plan to start 
flights Tuesday for pilgrims 
going to Saudi Arabia in de- 
fiance of U.N. sanctions bar- 
ring air travel to and from the 
country. 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
rejected a request for Libyan 
planes to enter their air space 
for the journey, while Egyp- 
tian diplomats sought a way 
for Libyans to fly directly to 
Islam's holiest sites without 
violating sanctions. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi last month pledged 
.to defy the air embargo start- 
ing Tuesday, putting fellow 
Muslim nations in the uncom- 
fortable spot of either defying 
the sanctions or blocking pil- 
grims from their religious 
duty. 

On Tuesday, the state 
news agency JANA quoted 
Colonel Qadhafi as accusing 
the United Nations as bowing 
to U.S. demands in maintain- 
ing the three-year-old sanc- 
tions. 

“It is a tool in the hands of 
America,” the agency quoted 
him as telling visiting African 
leaders in Tripoli. 

State radio spoke of 
thousands readying for the 
trip, but this was not -appa- 
rent at Tripoli’s international 
‘air terminal, which was 
closed. At the adjacent 
domestic depot, about 75 Li- 
byans waited for a flight to 
Benghazi on the Mediterra- 
nean coast. A portrait of Col. 
Qadhafi hung overhead. 

In neighbouring Egypt, an 
official at Cairo international 
airport said authorities re- 
fused a request for clearance 
of flights from the capital 
Tripoli and coastal city of ' 


Benghazi starting at 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT). 

“We told them we cannot 
allow these planes to fly 
through Egyptian air space” 
without a U.N. exemption, 
said the official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

He also said Staudi avia- 
tion officials informed Egypt 
that they refused permission 
to land. Saudi Arabia has 
said, however, it would wel- 
come Libyan pilgrims under 
proper procedures. 

In Tripoli, Saudi embassy 
spokesman Samir Naba said 
5,000 Libyans were issued 
visas for the pilgrimage in the 
past 10 days. 

The air travel ban is pan of 
U.N. Security Council sanc- 
tions imposed to try Libya to 
turn over two suspects in the 
1988 bombing of a Pan Am 
jet over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
that killed 270 people. 

The United States is a 
strong advocate of maintain- 
ing and strengthening the 
sanctions, which also include 
a ban on arms sales, limits on 
diplomatic relations and a 
freeze of some* Libyan assets 
abroad. 

Meanwhile, Egypt was 
making diplomatic contacts 
to seek a U.N. waiver for its 
aircraft to fly the pilgrims 
from Libya on humanitarian 
grounds since the Haj is a 
main tenet of Islam. 

In New York, Karel 
Kovanda, the Czech U.N. 
ambassador and chairman of 
the Security Council’s Sanc- 
tions Committee, said Mon- 
day night that he met several 
times with Egypt’s Ambassa- 
dor Nabil Al Araby for "ex- 
ploratory talks” about Egyp- 
tian flights. 


Jordan, Egypt, Israel 
and Palestinians meet 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli, 
Jordanian and Egyptian ex- 
perts joined Palestinian 
specialists here Tuesday for 
talks on trade in line with, 
the multilateral track of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Rauf Saad of Egypt’s 
Foreign Ministry told APT 
that one of the aims of the 
four-way talks was to re- 
view a fluny of regional 
projects. 

“We are overwhelmed 
by initiatives — at some 
point we have to take stock 
of all of them and coordin- 
ate them,” he said. 

The talks are part of the 
Regional Economic De- 
velopment Working Group 
(REDWIG) launched 
along with Arab-Israeli 
talks at the October 1991 
Madrid peace conference. 

They were to be attended 
by observers from the Un- 
ited States and the 
German-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Talks concentrated on 
the formation of a regional 
business council, first prop- 
osed at a regional economic 
development conference 
held in Casablanca in Octo- 
ber. 

Judith Barnett, an advi- 
sor to the U.S. under- 
secretary of commerce, 
said the parties hoped to 
draw up a final proposal on 
the council before a follow- 
up to the Casablanca meet- 
ing, to be held in Amman 
in October. 

The delegates also work- 
ed to define the differences 
between REDWIG and a 
similar initiative led by the 
United States, launched by 
trade ministers in the Egyp- 


tian Red Sea port of Taba 
in February. 

The United States will 
join the talks in Cairo 
Wednesday. 

‘Taba and REDWIG are 
not in conflict. The differ- 
ence is that REDWIG is 
much larger, while Taba is 
a much more specific 
forum,” Israeli negotiator 
Dan Catariveas told AFP. 

He added that the Taba 
meeting was originally an 
Israeli idea, although it was 
organised by U.S. Com- 
merce Secretary Ron 
Brown. 

“We want to project to 
the world that the region is 
acting like a region,” Mr. 
Catarivas said. 

He said that although the 
Arab boycott of Israel was 
not being discussed, “we 
are creating an atmosphere 
where it is null and void, a 
reality that is stronger than 
the boycott.” 

A European diplomat 
said the United States and 
Israel were “hoping to push 
more firmly economic 
cooperation in the Middle 
East, but the Egyptians 
don't want to go too fast 
and want to stay within the 
Madrid process.” 
Mohammad Shtayyeh, 
Palestinian negotiator at 
both the Taba talks and 
within REDWIG, said the 
multilateral talks “should 
be driving the bilateral 
talks and not vice versa,” 
Meanwhile, Egypt and 
the Palestinian Authority 
Tuesday discussed ways to 
boost trade'ties and set up a 
joint free trade zone, the 
official Egyptian news 
agency MENA said. 
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JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 1995 



U.S. faults Iraq for 
rejecting oil sales 



WASHINGTON (R) — 
Iraq’s rejection of a U.N. 
resolution that would have 
allowed limited oil sales 
proves Baghdad does not 
care about die suffering of its 
people, the U.S. State De- 
partment said on Monday. 

Spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly said thee has been no 
formal response to the U.N. 
Security Council's vote on 
Friday allowing Iraq to sell $2 
billion worth of oil over six 
months in exchange for food 
and medicine. 

Bur she acknowledged in- 
formal reaction has been 
negative. 

The United States hoped 
Iraq “would recognise that 
accepting the resolution and 
all of its provisions would be 
in the interests of the Iraqi 
people." she said. 

“But I think that the de- 
gree to which they don’t re- 
spond m that way once again 
provides more indication that 
they are not responsive and 
concerned about the suffer- 
ing of their own people." she 
; said. 

Ms. Shelly said that reject- 
■ ing the resolution showed 
that Iraqi officials “intend to 
continue to use the suffering 
as a kind of propaganda tool, 
particularly through the 
media and other public 
forms of expression, to try 
to seek the (complete) lifting 
of (U.N.) sanctions,” im- 
posed after Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

‘The resolution removes 
excuses for the continued fai- 
lure of the government of 
(President) Saddam Hussein 
to give priority to the huma- 
nitarian needs of its citizens," 
she said. 

The sanctions have 
br ought widespread 
hardships to the oil-rich 
country of 18 million people. 

But Ms. Shelly stressed 
-that ‘-the issue here is who is 
responsible for that suffering. 
The international community 
also in the past has made the 
possibility of selling oil — 
limited quantities of oil — for 
as long as the proceeds would 
be used for humanitarian 
purposes... Iraq simply never 
chose to avail itself o& that 
mechanism." 

She added: “This was a 
new effort designed also to 
respond to some of othe Iraqi 
concerns about this and the 
Iraqi government appears to 
have chosen once again to 
reject 'that." 

Ms. Shelly also reported 
that two Americans being 


held by Iraq have been 
moved to a smaller ceil and 
said it bad formally deman- 
ded Baghdad move the men 
to larger quarters pending 
their release. 

"... We have instructed the 
Polish diplomats in Baghdad 
to deliver another demarche, 
both written and oral, to Ira- 
qi officials calling once again 
for the immediate release of 
Mr. (David) Daliberti and 
Mr. (William) Barloon on 
humanitarian gorunds," Ms. 
Shelly said. 


During the demarche — a 
formal diplomatic com- 
munication delivered in the 
past day or so — “The Poles 
expressed in the strongest 
terms concern for the health 
of the two men as a result of 
their continued detention and 
requested that they be moved 
to a larger cell pending their 
release," she said. 

Iraqi officials have indi- 
cated that the Polish diplo- 
mats, the U.S. protecting 
power in Iraq since Washing- 
tona and Baghdad broke re- 
lations over the 1991 Gulf 
war. may visit the two Amer- 
icans weekly. 

Ms. Shelly said the Poles, 
who most recently saw the 
two men last Tuesday, will 
try to see them again 
Tuesday. 

Hie Americans were 
arrested by border guards on 
March 13 after crossing 
Kuwait's border with Iraq. 
They have since been trial 
and jailed for a term of eight 
years but plan an appeal. 

Hie United States says the 
men, who work for private 
contractors in Kuwait, just 
made a wrong turn and 
should be released im- 
mediately. 

Ms. Shelly said the prison- 
ers “bad been moved to a 
smaller cell with the explana- 
tion being given that they 
were doing some work on the 
cell that they bad been in 
previously." 

But so far they have not 
been moved back and hence 
“they’re still in a very small 
and relatively stark cell." 

State Department •spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said last 
week the Polish diplomats 
had brought the Americans a 
refrigerator to keep food 
from spoiling and other 
equipment and supplies dur- 
ing their visit last Tuesday. 

Ms. Shelly said she did not 
think that all those goods had 
been moved to the smaller 
cell. 


Turks bom bard rebels with leaflets 


TUNCELI (Agencies; 
Turkish army helicopters on 
Tuesday bombarded be- 
sieged Kurdish rebels with 
thousands of leaflets urging 
diem to come out of their 
ravine stronghold and surren- 
der. 

"We don’t want to toll 
them, we only want them to 
sun-ender and take their 
place in society again," a 
military official in the eastern 
province of Tunceli told Reu- 
ters. 

Two Sikorsky helicopters 
showered propaganda leaf- 
lets over Alibogazi ravine, 
where up to 500 Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels 
are surrounded by about 
25,000 Turkish troops, and - 
other remote spots in Tunce- 
li. 

The leaflets call on the 
guerrillas to end their fight 
for an independent Kurdish 
state in Turkey and “take 
shelter in the compassion of 
the state.” 

Although international 
attention has focused on Tur- 
key's military offensive 
against PKK bases in north- 
ern Iraq, the most intensive 


fighting in recent days has 
been inside Turkey. 

Military officials said 
troops opened fire on rebels 
trying to fiee Alibogazi, a 
deep 30-kilometre gash in the 
Munzur mountains, under 
the cover of darkness on 
Monday night. The guerrillas 
were forced back into the 
ravine, they said. 

Three PKK fighters were 
killed in another ravine in 
Tunceli on Monday, the 
military said. 

The Tunceli offensive be- 
gan shortly after about 35,000 
Turkish troops poured into 
northern Iraq on March 20 to 
destroy PKK bases there in 
an operation that has worried 
the West. 

Prime Minister Tansu Oi- 
ler, on a visit to the United 
States, said on Monday her 
government was withdrawing 
some troops from northern 
Iraq but she declined to give 
a date for total withdrawal. 

Western countries have 
urged Turkey to end the in- 
cursion into northern Iraq 
quickly out of concern for 
civilians. 

Germany has frozen milit- 


ary aid and European Union 
(EU) members bave warned 
the operation might jeopar- 
dise a planned EU-Turkey 
trade pact, much prized by 
Ankara. 

Turkey’s National Security 
Council, an influential advis- 
ory body, reported suggested 
a withdrawal from northern ‘ 
Iraq by mid-May. 

However, Colonel Dogu 
Silahcioglu, the military 
spokesman, on Tuesday de- 
nied press reports that up to 
10,000 soldiers were pulled 
out of northern Iraq over the 
past few days. 

Col. Silahcioglu told the 
Associated Press that Turkish 
units were changing locations 
in northern Iraq occasionally 
but there were no withdrawal 
into Turkey. 

Turkey pulled out 3,000 
soldiers from northern Iraq 
on April 8. 

In Brussels, the Kurdish 
parliament in exOe said on 
Tuesday it had held its first 
sitting and appealed for poli- 
tical dialogue with Turkey to 
end the Kurdish conflict. 

“We think the only solu- 
tion to the Kurdish problem 


is through dialogue .... we 
want to resolve this through 
democratic means,” Zubeyir 
Aydar, head of the parlia- 
ment’s executive council, told 
a news conference in Brus- 
sels. 

“We are not separatists. 
Our desire is to speak to the 
government in Ankara," he 
added. 

Asked whether the parlia- 
ment had approached Turkey 
officially for talks, Mr. Aydar 
said the media were being 
used to relay an appeal for 
dialogue. 

The parliament, which was 
inaugurated in the Hague 
onu April 12, met in an un- 
identified location in Europe 
last weekend to appoint an 
executive council and draw 
up a list of committees. 

Mr. Aydar said the parlia- 
ment bad passed a resolution 
on April 16 calling for dia- 
logue. But the resolution also 
said the Kurds would still 
have the right to defend 
themselves. 

“A war of annihilating the 
Kurds is in the works ana the 
Kurds have the right to de- 
fend themselves.” 


Kuwaiti columnist hits 


‘official corruption’ 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
columnist on Tuesday lauded 
a parliamentary report that 
recommended prosecution of 
defence officials it said had 
wasted billions- of dollars 
under failed policies that con- 
tinued to weaken national 
security. . 

“If it was not for parlia- 
ment and the relative margin 
of freedom, these violations 
would bave remained un- 
known, like many other 
(violations,” prominent 'col- 
umnist Abdul Latif Duaij 
said in an article published in 
A1 Qabas newspaper. 

"We believe that the 
aforementioned violations 
represent no more than a. 
drop in a shower of corrup- 
tion and the extravagance 
that is nesting in all of the 
state bodies with no excep- 
tion." 

A1 Qabas on Monday pub- 
lished a parliamentary fact- 
finding sub-committee report 
that listed arms and military 
contracts where it said sus- 
pected or unspecified viola- 
tions involving wasted funds 
had taken place. The report 
was presented to Kuwait's 
parliamentary speaker on 
Monday. 

The committee, investigat- 


ing all aspects of the crisis 
with Iraq that preceded the 
1990-91 occupation, created 
the panel in 1993 to probe 
opposition charges that offi- 
cials had made illegal earn- 
ings from arms deals over the 
decade. 


“If luck had put the De- 
fence Ministry under the 
microscope, putting any in- 
stitution or government de- 
partment under the same 
condition will reveal similar 
violations,” Mr*. Duaij, a fre- 
quent critic of government 
policies and alleged misman- 
agement, wrote. 


The panel said if the poli- 
cies did not improve, Kuwait 
would remain exposed to a 
“catastrophe" such as the 
1990 invasion. 

“At least arrange, using 
these funds, a helicopter for 
every family in preparation 
for escape (in case any major 
threat occurs),'- wrote 
another AJ Qabas columnist. 
Naji Saud A1 Zaid. 

Hie International Institute 
for Strategic Studies said 
Kuwait, rebuilding defences 
looted or destroyed by Iraq, 
bas been the world’s top per 
capita spender on arms since 
the 1991 Gulf war. 


Carter concerned over 
Sudan truce violations 


Kurds lose trust in U.S. after Turkish incursion 


SALAHADIN (AFP) — 
Many Iraqi Kurds have lost 
their trust in the United 
States which was hailed as 
their great hope after the 
1991 Gulf war but is now seen 
as backing the Turkish incur- 
sion into nonhem Iraq. 

“America is a traitor. It 
supported the Turkish inva- 
sion and doesn't care whether 
we. the poor people, have to 
suffer at the hands of Turkish 
soldiers." said Sulfia Ahmad, 
an old woman in a border 
village. 

Villagers have complained 
of Turkish army harassment 
and looting since more than 
30.1X10 soldiers penetrated, 
the border on March 2(1 to 
hunt down Turkish Kurdish 
separatist guerrillas from the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

After the Gulf war. when a 
U.S.-led coalition drove Iraq 
out of Kuwait, the United 
States and its allies set up an 
air force operation in south- 
east Turkey to help protect 


Iraqi Kurdistan from attack 
by Baghdad. 

Then U.S. President 
George Bush was hailed as a 
hero by ordinary Kurds. _ 

“We fled to Turkey and 
were refugees there until. 
1991. With the hope the. 
Americans gave us and the 
international help, we re- 
lumed and rebuilt our vil- 
lages." destroyed by the Iraqi 
army, said a Christian 
woman. 

“But again we are let 
down. 1 can tell you. from 
now on. I trust nobody." said 
the woman, who fled yet 
again, with her seven chil- 
dren abandoning their be- 
longings. after her village was 
the target of a Turkish air 
raid. 

. “Did they ever come to 
see our misery?" she asked, 
referring to the allied office 
known as the Military Coor- 
dination Command in the 
border town of Zakho. 

“They drive around with 
their armed vehicles but what 



-do they do? Nothing. Even: 
they follow the restrictions 
imposed by the Turks." said 
a young man in Zakho who 
also asked not to be named. 

Against the background of 
anti-Turkish protests in areas, 
outside Turkish control — ■ 
such as the burning of Tur- 
kish control — such as the 
burning of Turkish flags in 
Erbil and Sulavmaniyeh — 
anti-American feeling is on 
(he rise. Kurdish officials 
said. 

“The result of it will be 
that more of them will join 
the PKK." predicted an offi- 
cial of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP). to which 
Ankara says it wants to want 
over responsibility for border 
security after its pullout. 

“Sine* they link the Tur- 
kish incursion directly with 
America's backing, they 
won't trust anybody else any 
more.” said the official. “At 
least the PKK has not che- 
ated rhem and even gives 
them work as smugglers." 

In Ankara on Tuesday, a 
high-level U.S. delegation 
turned up the pressure on 
Turkey to end its military 
operation, saying that “force 


alone is not the answer." 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott said’ the 
way to eliminate the threat 
Turkey faces from separatists 
based in northern Iraq was to 
“restore the rule of law" in 
the region. 

“That depends on the 
formation of a government in 
Baghdad thal represents all 
of the Iraqi people and that 
maintains peaceful relations 
with all its neighbours." he 
said. 

“In the meantime, only the 
Iraqi Kurds can conrrol the 
border and prevent the PKK 
from infiltrating Terrorists 
into Turkey. 

“Thus, the U.S. and Tur- 
key must renew our efforts to 
bring to a halt -the violence 
between Kurdish factions in- 
northem Iraq.” Mr. Talbott 
said, referring to months of 
clashes between the KDP and 
its rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

The Ltaited States, a close 
ally of Turkey, has supported 
the drive against the PKK but 
called for the operation to be 
limited. In contrast. Euro- 


pean countries have strongly 
criticised the incursion. 


ATLANTA, Georgia (Agen- 
cies) — Former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter, who bro- 
kered last month's ceasefire 
in Sudan, expressed concern 
Monday at reported viola- 
tions of the truce in Sudan. 

“I call upon all parties to 
exercise restraint and to 
observe the ceasefire com- 
mitments," Mr. Carter said 
in a statement, citing re- 
ported violations in the south 
of the March 27 ceasefire. 

Government and rebel 
leaders have interpreted dif- 
ferently those ceasefire provi- 
sions addressing how civilians 
and troops may receive food 
and other necessities during 
the truce, he said. 

“After 13 years of devas- 
tating civil wax and fratricide 
there is little trust among the 
warring parties in Sudan,” 
Mr. Carter said. 

The former president 
Urged that no weapons.be 
included in supply convoys, 
no attacks launched in adv- 
ance of a convoy, and public 
notice given before any such 
movement. 

Mr. Carter, president from 
1976-80, now heads the Car- 
ter Centre in Atlanta. Viola- 
tions of the ceasefire began 
within days of its declaration, 
notably in the Lafron region. 

In Nairobi, Sudanese re- 
bels said on Monday that 
government planes heavily 


bombed villages in southern 

Sudan 

The South Sudan Inde- 
pendence Army (SSIA) led 
by Riek Machar said 
Russian-made Antonov 
transport planes bombarded 
villages of the Pari people 
and others held by rebels in 
eastern Equatoria on Sun- 
day. 


It said raids centred around 
die village of Lafon, captured 
by government forces a week 
ago, and were a continuing 
violation of the ceasefire bro- 
kered by Mr. Carter at the 
end of last month. 

“We urge the international 
community to condemn 
Khartoum for its acts of ter- 
rorism against the innocent 
civilian population,” said an 
SSIA statement. 


The alleged violation was 
the third reported by SSIA 
since the two-month ceasefire 
as part of Mr. Carter’s cam- 
paign to eradicate the para- 
sitic guinea worm and river 
blindness whidfare endemic 
in the south. 


John Garang, who heads 
the mainstream rebel Sudan 
. People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), said last Tuesday 
that fighters from breakaway 
factions such as SSIA were 
rejoining his movement 
under pressure on the ground 
for unity against Khartoum. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ben Eliezer recovers after triple bypass j$ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Housing Minister Binyarain Ben 
Eliezer was recovering Tuesday after a triple heart bypass, 
doctors said. The 58-year-old reserve general was conscious 
and described as “satisfactory He had suffered heart 
problems for the last six months. 


Britain to send trade mission to Syria 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain will next week send its first 
official trade delegation to Syria in 10 years, a government 
statement said on Tuesday. The mission from April 24 to 27 
will be led by Minister for Construction and Planning Lord 
Ullswater and include a delegation of around 15 business- 
men. Mr. Ullswater said in the statement that the mission 
would “concentrate on exploring opportunities for British 
construction and consulting companies.” He said Syria's 
population was growing at over three per cent a year, and 
that British companies had the skills to help Damascus 
meet infrastructure demands caused by such an expansion. 
“The recent liberalisation of the private sector in Syria and 
continuing economic reforms mean that now is the right 
time to visit and for British companies to explore the 
opportunities for cooperation with local companies," be 
said. Areas of interest to British companies lay in the fields 
of water treatment and supply, power distribution and 
transmission, and general construction. ’ 


U AE seizes hashish in ketchup 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Police here have seized nearly 100 
kilogrammes of hashish arresting five Pakistanis trying to 
smuggle the drugs in ketchup from the U.S. fast-food chain 
McDonalds, officials saids on Tuesday. The five were 
arrested last week just outside Abu Dhabi, in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), as they were trying to smuggle the 
drugs into the emirate in a truck, Matar A1 Muhairi, chief 
of the Abu Dhabi anti-drug squad, said. “They used 
ketchup bottles and other food products by McDonalds and 
two other international food firms to smuggle the narco- 
tics,” he told AFP. “It was one of the most dangerous drug 
operations in Abu Dhabi. The smuggling technique they 
used was extremely accurate and sophisticated. They could 
have succeeded if we were not alerted about them two 
months ago.” Mr. Muhairi said the drugs were destined for 
Abu Dhabi, which has a population of around 800,000. “It 
is a very large amount compared to the population.” He 
said some of the five were residing in the UAE but declined 
to say where the drugs had come from. 


Israel delivers spy drones to U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel has delivered the first of seven 
advanced unmanned spy planes to the Pentagon in $240 
million deal, an Israeli Aircraft Industries (IAI) spokesman 
said Tuesday. Hie Hunter joint tactical unmanned aerial 
vehicle is a production of the IAI and the U.S. firm TRW 
Avionics and surveillance group. The other six planes will 
be deliverd by September. The first Hunter was to be 
transferred to the U.S. Army Intelligence crops on April 
30. The aircraft can stay in the air for eight hours and 
infiltrate up to 150 kilometres behind enemy lines, day or 
night. It provides reconnaissance, surveillance and target 
acquisition support through daylight television and 
forward-looking infra-red sensors. 


Pharaonic artifacts found in sewer 


CAIRO (AFP) — Workmen discovered 11 pharaonic 
artifacts, including nine bronze statuettes, while digging a 
sewer in a northern suburb of Cairo', the head of the 
Supreme Council for Antiquities announced Monday. 
Abdul Halim Nureddin said the find in A1 Qanater Al 
Khairiya included five stateuttes of the god Osiris, a 
stateutte of the goddess Bastet, another of the god Horn 
as a child and two of an unidentified crowned deity. They 
also found an object believed to be a container for kohl, a 
Middle Eastern mascara used by the pharaohs, and a pesde 
and mortar. Mr. Nureddin said the objects probably 
belonged to the late pharaonic period or the early 
Greoo-Roman era. 
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Uproar over sex harassment of Israeli female soldier 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Israeli army’s image as a 
place of harmony between 
the sexes has taken a beat- 
ing, with a discharged 
woman soldier accusing her 
commander of persuading 
another soldier to seduce her 
and secretly videotape them 
having sex. 

The charges caused an up- 
roar among feminists and re- 
kindled a debate about the 
role of women in a military 
that has mostly relegated 
them to making coffee and 
filling out forms. 

The 20-year-old woman, 
identified in media interviews 
only as A., said that the 
soldier received a vacation 
and other perks from the 
commander after he pro- 
duced the videotape a year 
a^o, and the tape has since 
circulated among male sol- 
diers at the base. 

“Fll never forget this,” 
said A., described as an im- 
migrant from the former 
Soviet Union. "I really want 


the soldier and the comman- 
der to be punished for what 
they did to me.” 

The army spokesman 
termed the accusations “very 
serious" and said they were 
being investigated. But A. 
maintained that military 
police have dragged out the 
inquiry for five weeks and 
tried to convince her to drop 
the case. 


the army. 

“We know that there is 
about one complaint filed for 
every five incidents that 
occur,” she said. 


A., who served as a clerk 
on the base, told Israel Radio 
that a soldier told her about 
the tape two weeks before 
her discharge. Only then, she 
said, did she understand why 
for months soldiers had 
harassed her with sexual allu- 
sions and comments. 

“Soldiers started talking ab- 
out my body as if they had 
seen me naked. They would 
make cruel, personal and in- 
timate comments.” 


Noarai Hazan, a lawmaker 
active in women's rights, said 
the incident reflected wide- 
spread sexual harassment in 


Brigadair General Israela 
Oron, who heads the 
women’s corps, said female 
draftees are encouraged to 
file complaints if they are 
sexually harassed. 

But she admitted this may 
not be enough. 

“I figure that there are 
more incidents than com- 
plaints,” die said. “Some 
(women) soldiers don’t do 
anything about these inci- 
dents, some are afraid.” 

The episode comes at a 
time of growing debate over 
the role of women in the 
army. 

While in recent years some 
women have served as tank 
instructors, usually they are 
assigned secretarial or sup- 
port roles in the military. 

The army is defending it- 
self before the supreme court 


for its refusal to allow 23- 
year-old aeronautics student 
Alice Miller into the air 
force. It argues maternity 
could cut snort service or 
make it difficult to maintain 
fitness. 


The army also recently 
announced it would shorten 
women’s mandatory duty 
from 22 to 19 mouths, only to 
reverse itself within weeks, 
insisting it considers women 
invaluable to national de- 
fence. Men serve three yean. 

The debate sank to ignoble 
depths in January, when a 
senior armoured corps officer 
told high school students that 
historically men have been 
warriors and women prosti- 
tutes. 


^7’ 


The army reprimanded 
Colonel Gersbon Hacobea 
and he apologised, but critics 
said the statements reflected 
the widespread unspoken 
feeling in the army that - ■ 
women soldiers are super- ' 1 " 
flnous. 
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JORDAN TRUEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1440 Tbc Flinisloncs 

14J© Hot Shoes 

15:00 ............. Bicakraan's World 

ISM Movies. Games, and Videos 

1640 Amazing Stories 

Ma» Tarazan 

17:00 Lcs Ratons Lavcurs 

17:30 Tamtam 

19:0© News in French 

1930 The Bold and (he Beautiful 

19:45 E=M6 

2040 Tbc Marvellous Machine 

26-JO G.P. 

21:15 Berlin Break 

2246 News in English 

22J0 Prism 

ZbAA Dandcllkm Dead 

23:10 Keeping Up Appearance 


Cbnrch of the Aumadnlgn Tel, 
637440. 

De la Safe Church Td. 661757 
Temmcta Church Td: £2366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 

AflgBcu Church Td. 630651, Td. 
628543. 

Arm eni an CatboBc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephnrim Church Td. 771751. 
A nnan Intern ati o na l Church Td. 

652526. 

EvangdkaJ Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
g r ega tio n Td: 684195 
The Church of Jems Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church oT Naarm TcL675»l. 
The Evangelical Local Church fa 



PRAYER TIMES 


Td. 811295 


04J8 

06.H0 

12J6 

16:13 

49:11 

20J2 


Fajr 

.. (Sunrise! Duha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by Ok Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Naxaretb Church 
Sndfieh, Tel. 810740 
AaenhHes of Cod Church, Td. 

632785- 

SL Joseph Chorth Td. 624590. 


Temperatures arc expeaed io 
drop further with skies cloudy to 
partly doudy. Scattered showers 
arc expected in the northern and 
central parts of the Kingdom, and 
winds becoming westerly active. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly doudy, 
winds northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Min /Max. temp. 

Amman 8/17 

Aqaba 14 12A 

Deserts 7 1 19 

Jordan Valley 14/21 

Yesterday's bigb temperatures: 
Amman 25 Aqaba 31. Humidity 
readings: Amman 90 per cent. 
Aqaba 60 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: . 

Dr. Chalcb Zawaidcfa 73601 1 

Dr. Yousef Nasr 751 144 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 790286 

Dr. Walid A1 Masri 675485 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcidows pharmacy ...... 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaaoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID-. 

Dr. Ali Al Shoqairi 246140 

AIQvds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr.RajihSaqr 901290 

Khali fch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Cm! Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rcscwc 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Rrc Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Polkc 896390 

Pubfic Security Department 630321 

Hold Cbmplaints 605800 

ftioc Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) |21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 U 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkDch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. I. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sfamdsani 664171/4 

Shmrisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii 664164% 

Italian. Al-Mnhajrocn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Asfaruficfa 7751 1 1/26 

Army.SMarlta 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital — 674IS5 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
SpnialSuigcry 865199 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikun Modern Hospital 1 09 1990990 

QUID: 

P r in ces s Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
tbn Al NBfccs Hosptal (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princes Hays Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77as information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) in formation 
department at tbc Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. ( 08153200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

IMS Lamaca (RJ) 

10:15 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IMO New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

17:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

1*20 Paris (RJ) 

18:39 ... Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 

15:10 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1*10 Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

19:18 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:40 Rome(RJ) 

«40 Beirut (RJ) 

#1:20 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

.Cairo (MS) 

52*®0 Jeddah (SV) 

1*80 .... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Algiers (AH) 

Beirut (BA | 

522 Bdrut (ME) 

52 Sanaa (I Y) 

52 Lamaca (CY) 

5=5 Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 


DEPASTURES 

BIT w Fn9M * 

11:00 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

H* Berlin. London (RJ) 

11=5® Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

52 Istanbul (RJ) 

5=2® Colombo (RJ) 

22 Benin (RJ) 

*2 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

5J2 Riyadh (Rjj 

5J2 AdcnfRJ) 

522 New Delhi (RJ) 

52 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

“2 Beirut (ME) 

J52 Jeddah (SV) 

... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

22:55 Lamaca (CYj 


23:00.,.,. Sanaa (FQ 

00:10 London (BA) 

•Odi Amsterdam (KL) 

04.-00 Athens (OA) 

MDJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Aanaa 840 a.n.eioy Monty 
Arr.BaauKa 5JM p jbl every Monty 
Pep. Dramas 730 ajn.evay Saity 
Arr.Aanm ... 5:00 p.m. every Smty 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in Os per kg. 

Apple 6S»«S} 

Banana ............................. 6® 

Banana (Mukaomar) 

Cabbage 14)/1J 

Carrol 18W® 

Cauliflower Ifltf 12Jj 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

Grape Leaves 

Green beans Z40/ HO 

Lemon 

Marrow (terse) 80/ ® 

Marrow (small) 200^12 

Mulukhia 3Q0/25J 

Onion (dry) Id® lj? 

MS,— 

Potato 280/322 

String Borns 

Tomato 
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Nesfane Dokur, sister of murder victim 
Nihal Abequa, stands while giving her 
testimony before a three-judge panel at 


the criminal conrt Tuesday (Photo by 
Rana Husseini) 


Cpurt hears 3 American 
witnesses in Abequa case 


By Rana Husseini 

Speda] to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three Amer- 
icans Tuesday testified for 
the prosecution in the trial of 
a Jordaoian-American ac- 
cused of killing his wife and 
kidnapping his two children 
in the U.S. to Jordan. 

The prosecution is trying to 
prove that Mohammad 
‘Ismael Abequa had volatile 
fury temper and that he had 
threatened to kill his wife in 
the past. 

Daring a five-hour session, 
witnesses Nesime Dokur, the 
victim’s sister, detective Gary 
Denamin and Linda Sue 
Montgomery, a travel agent, 
who arrived from the U.S. to 
testify, recalled before a 
three-judge panel the events 
that occurred before and af- 
ter the July 4 murder. 

Mr. Abequa, a Jordanian 
with U.S. citizenship is ac- 
cused of strangling his wife 
Nihal. 40, in her apartment in 
New Jersey on July 4. then 
fleeing the United States with 
his two children. Lisa 7, and 
Sami' 4.- • 

* Ms/ Dcrfcnr.. dressed - iji ;.' 
black, testified first. She toH‘‘ 
the court that problems be- 
tween Mr. Abequa and her 
aster had started after Lisa 
was bom. 

“I witnessed some of their 
fights and arguments, and 
Mohammad was always com- 
plaining that he was not hap- 
py with his life,” Ms. Dokur. 
49, said. 

She added that a large row 
erupted between the two cou- 
ple once and Mr. Abequa. 


called a family meeting. 

She said that Mr. Abequa 
told them he “wanted a ser- 
vant and not a wife," and that 
she told him then: “If you 
want a servant you can go 
and find another servant.” 

She added, that he almost 
struck at her for saying that 
but “my sister pleaded with 
him to calm down so he 
would not hit her or hit one 
of the family." 

She said that she later 
found a letter in her sister's 
papers from Mr. Abequa 
apologising for his anger that 
day and attributing it to 
anguish he suffered as a result 
of the 1967 Arab-Israeli war 
when he was serving with the 
army. 

A few days before the mur- 
der. Ms. Dokur recalled that 
her sister, who was then sepa- 
rated from her husband, cal- 
led to say he was coming to 
visit. 

She said her sister called 
again and told her that she 
was scared and that she 
wanted to go to a m6tel, but a 
-few minutes later, Nihal cal- 
led back and said:*- If I don’t 
make him angry he will not 
hurt us," and, Ms; Dokur 
said. “I respected her deci- 
sion." 

On July 3, Mr. Abequa 
came to visit her and when 
his wife told him that her 
mother was staying with her, 
he told her he would come 
back the next day," the wit- 
ness recalled. 

On July 3, Ms. Dokur said, 
she went and picked her 
mother and “that was the last 


time I saw (Nihal)," her 
sister. 

Sobbing most of the time, 
Ms. Dokur described how 
after making two visits to her 
sister’s home on July 5 and 6, 
she called police, who by 
then had discovered Nihal's 
body stuffed under her bed. 

When detective Denamin 
was called to the stand the 
defence objected challenging 
the legality of a foreign detec- 
tive testifying in a Jordanian 
court of law. However, after 
consultation among the three 
judges the court decided to 
hear Mr. Denamin’s testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Denamin testified that 
bis investigations on July 4 
proved that Nihal’s husband 
visited his wife’s apartment. 

After interviewing Mr. 
Abequa’s friends and co- 
workers in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. where the accused 
was living, the detective said 
he learnt Mr. Abequa told 
one of his friends that he was 
leaving the country. 

The third witness, 29- year- 
old Linda Sue Montgomery, 
aij’ employee, ',of . American 
Airlines, who was on- duty 
when Mr. . Abequa and his 
two children left Nashville for 
London on July 5, said that 
the accused had reserved 
three seats on July -3. 

Ms. Montgomery said she 
remembered Mr. Abequa be- 
cause he did not have the 
appropriate documents to en- 
ter England or Holland since 
his final destination was 
London. 

The court will reconvene 
May 3 to bear the defence. 



EDUCATIONAL VISITS; Sudanese Minis- 
ter of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Ibr ahim Ahmad Omar Tuesday 
vitits the Higher Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST). Mr. Omar, who was 
accompanied on the visit by Higher 
Education Minister Rateb Saoud, was 
briefed by HCST Secretary General Hani 
Mnlqi on the duties of the council as weO 
88 the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) in 


developing and upgrading Jordanian in- 
dustries. Mr. Omar also visited the Arab 
Universities Federation and met with its 
Secretary General Ihab Hassan Isma’fl, 
who presented an outline on the federa- 
tion’s duties. He also visited the Arab 
Institute for Financial and Banking Stu- 
dies and the Amman Applied Engineering 
College (Petra photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

^ film entitled “Young Winston” at the 
British Council at 7:00 p.m. 

EARTH WEEK 

^ Earth Week activities (consisting of an 
exhibition of catalogues by major 
environment-oriented companies, student 
and school presentations, business semi- 
nars for professionals, electronic dialogues 
between experts in the U.S. and their 
Jordanian counterparts, public awareness 
demonstr ations and more) at the Amer- 
ican Center. 

DIALOGUE 

☆ Dialogue with Palestinian writer 
Mohammad Taha entitled “Story Ex- 
perience Among Palestinians of 1948” 
at Darat A1 Forum at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

iz Photography exhibition entitled “Fuentes 
de la Memoria” at Institute Cervantes 
(the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

& Exhibition of water colour and oil paintings 


by Jordanian artist Sa’id Haddadin at 
Orfaii Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of pai n ti n gs by artist Sa’id 
Haddadin at Orfaii Art Galtary. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Samer Osama at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by *13 leading Jorda- 
nian artists at the Italian Language Centre 
(Tel. 699348). 

☆ E xhib ition of paintings by Mohammad 
Mahrnl Din Adhim at Balqa Art Gallery, 
Fobess. 

-ir Exhibition of art by Ahmad Na’wasfa at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

☆ A collection of photos of Middle East doors 
by Julia Reinhoft at the Gallery, off the 
mam lobby. Inter .Continental Hold. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Moroccan artist Farid 
Bdkhahia at Darat A1 Fnnun of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

* Exhibiton of copper sculptures by Iraqi 
artist Mohammad Hussein Jodi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

☆ Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lab- 
ham at Darat AI Fun on, Abo displaying 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 


zr 


High level PNA team to arrive for 
talks on cooperation, agreements 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-level 
delegation representing the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA)' arrives here 
Wednesday for two days of 
talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials on cooperation and 
concluding agreements in 
various sectors. 

The seven-member team 
will be headed by Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, minister of 
culture and information in 
the PNA based in the Gaza 
Strip, and will include the 
"PNA ministers of trans- 
port, civil affairs, telecom- 
munications and economy 
as well as the head of the 
Palestinian Monetary Au- 
thority. 

The PNA ministers’ 
Jordanian counterparts and 
senior officials from the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) will attend the talks. 

According to officials, 
the talks will focus on out- 
standing issues in the way 


of entering agreements on 
cooperation between the 
Kingdom and the PNA as 
called for in a broad accord 
signed by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat on Jan. 
26. 

Accords on cooperation 
in monetary and banking 
affairs, trade, postal ser- 
vices and communications 
as well as culture and sports 
have been signed. 

Political sources said the 
issue of the presence in 
Jordan of members of the 
militant Hamas group, 
which opposes the PLO- 
Israeli autonomy deal, is 
not expected to be an issue 
during the talks. . 

Mr. Arafat called on Jor- 
dan last week to curtail the 
activities of the Jordan- 
based Hama's members. 
The Jordanian authorities 
asked the concerned peo- 
ple to restrict their activi- 
ties to those accepted as 


Jordanian citizens and not 
as spokesmen or repre- 
sentatives of a foreign poli- 
tical group which does not 
enjoy legal status in the 
Kingdom. 

At the same time, Jordan 
also rejected that the King- 
dom was condoning "ter- 
rorist” activities as implied 
by the PNA. 

This week’s meetings 
come in line with the sti- 
pulations in the Jan. 26 
accord that call for regular 
consultations between the 
two sides and definite 
agreements in various sec- 
tors." 

One of the key accords 
that remain to be finalised 
covers the transport and 
trade sectors. 

During the last meeting, 
the two sides were reported 
to have drawn up lists of 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
products that would enjoy 
preferential treatment and 
those which would be sub- 
ject to taxation and cus- 


toms on both sides. 

The lists, which contain 
only those items that Jor- 
dan can export to Israel 
under a separate accord 
signed by the PLO and 
Israel, could be finalised 
during this week’s talks. 

In the transport sector, 
an accord would depend on 
the infrastructure available 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

In this week's talks, the 
PNA delegation is ex- 
pected to seek Jordanian 
help in exporting Palesti- 
nian products and facilitate 
the flow of Palestinian ex- 
ports through Jordanian 
territory. 

In banking and monetary 
affairs, the PNA team is 
expected to brief Jordan on 
the status of Plaestinian 
efforts to secure Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) assistance for train- 
ing of Palestinian Monetary 
Authority personnel by 
Jordanian experts. 


Jordan has agreed to 
assign CBJ expens to train 
Palestinians. The expected 
IMF assistance to pay for 
the experts will come from 
the IMF's cooperation 
programme with the PNA. 

An agreement in princi- 
ple to this effect was 
reached during discussions 
the CBJ held with a visiting 
PNA delegation in March. 

According to informed 
sources, the PNA appears 
to have shelved its plans to 
issue a Palestinian currency 
if only because of the 
potential problems it could 
create that would edge out 
the symbolic nationalistic 
gain that the authority en- 
visaged. 

Jordan and the PNA 
signed an accord last week 
on cooperation in sports. 
Under the accord Jordan 
will help the PNA in de- 
veloping the infrastructure 
for sports activities, offer 
training and exchange visits 
by sports teams. 


Cabinet approves JD12m 
youth and sports plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Tuesday 
endorsed a Ministry of Youth 
study which provides for 
launching a four-year. JD 
12,977,000 youth and sports 
plan. 

Youth Minister Awad 
Khleifat said the Cabinet’s 
decision was in implementa- 
tion of the Royal letter of 
designation to the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker, noting 
that the letter instructed the 
government to pay due con- 
cern to the youth and to 
invest their capabilities in 
building the country. 

The plan, said Dr. 
Khleifat. aims mainly to 
make available the necessary 
sports facilities to the -youth 
and underlined that there can 
be ho active youth move- 
ments in the Kingdom with- 
out having such facilities. 

He said despite that this 
plan is less than the aspired 
goals in view of the available 
resources, it can be consi- 
dered a serious start for pre- 
paring a clear-cut strategy for 
developing the youth and 
sports movements in the 
Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Youth pre- 
pared the study in 1988 and 
set up a committee whose 
task was to find ways to 


develop the sports and youth 
sectors. 

The ministry also held a 
conference to develop the 
sports movement in Jordan 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan in 1993. and 
then the 1988 plan was 
adopted and an executive 
committee was set up to fol- 
low up its implementation. 

Initially the plan stipulated 
launching projects worth JD 
35 million which were later 
reduced to only JD 
12,977,000 because of the 
lack of resources. 

According to Dr. Khleifat,' 
the plan entails carrying out 
seven projects. 

He said these projects are 
establishing the Jordan 
Olympic Centre which will be 
used to prepare and train 
coaches and youth lead- 
erships, a centre to prepare 
national teams, low-cost 
sports facilities and play- 
grounds, the national sports 
medicine centre, model 
youth centres, the young 
men’s house and the disabled 
sports project. 

Dr. Khleifat stressed that 
the ministry will be carrying 
out otheT projects along with 
those included in the plan, 
such as the Zarqa Govern o- 
rate youth dry and others. 


Justice minister urges 
dialogue, united efforts 

at Afro- Asian meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Justice 
Minister Hisham Tal, addres- 
sing a ministerial meeting of 
the Afro- Asian Legal Con- 
sultative Commission in 
Doha, said Asian and Afri- 
can countries have so far 
been unable to influence the 
decision making process and 
the policy makers, in view of 
these countries, preoccupa- 
tion in the quest for political 
independence and social 
liberalisation. 

Tbe minister called on 
Asian and African experts on 
international law, who are 
members of the International 
Law Commission, to stand 
united in defending the in- 
terests and concerns of their 
respective peoples and gov- 
ernments. 

He also called on them to 
initiate dialogue with other 
groups to reach positive re- 
sults, capable of achieving 
the minimum economic and 
social aspirations of their own 
peoples. 

He stressed the importance 
of putting an end to wars and 


civil strife, and suggested 
opting for dialogue and coop- 
eration to achieve socio- 
economic development for 
their countries. 

Mr. Tal said Jordan had 
succeeded in taking the peace 
option, a strategic target for 
Jordan at tbe current stage. 

Jordan has been able to 
restore its territorial and wa- 
ter rights through the Middle 
East peace process, he said. 

The minister added that a 
just and comprehensive 
peace on alt Arab-Israeli 
tracks, in accordance with the 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338, will bring about a new 
age of development, solve 
the refugee and displaced 
persons problem and protect 
the regional environment. 

Mr. Tal called for im- 
plementing provisions of the 
United Nations Charter, 
saying that it will help to 
create a new world domin- 
ated by justice, freedom and 
the rule of law. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Khamasini weather to clear , 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Department of Meteorology 
Tuesday said Khamasini conditions are expected to dear 
Wednesday with cooler temperatures. A department 
spokesman said Jordan will continue to be affected by a 
cold depression centred over parts of tbe Kingdom and 
Syria and scattered showers were expected during tbe day 
with cloudy to partly cloudy skies and temperatures in 
Amman reaching a high of 17°C. On Thursday clear skies 
are expected, with a rise in temperatures up to 20°C in the 
Amm an area, said the spokesman. Earlier Tuesday the 
Public Security Department (PSD) said that sandstorms 
were reported in the desert regions of the south and east, 
particularly on the highway towards Rweished, noting that 
the storms had caused poor visibility. 


Minister requests court cancellation of 
Jordan Medical Association election 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Health Minister 
Aref Batayneh Tuesday 
formerly requested the public 
prosecutor to contend tbe 
Jordan Medical Association’s 
(JMA) decision to continue 
to include a West Bank physi- 
cian on- the JMA executive 
coundl as being illegal fol- 
lowing Jordan’s 1988 decision 
to sever administrative and 
legal ties with tbe occupied 
territory. 

Since 1968, only nine of the 
executive council's 10 mem- 
bers have been elected by the 
general assembly in Amman. 
Tbe 10th member has until 
now been a representative of 
West Bank physicians, 
elected in separate elections' 
in Jerusalem within two 
months of the Amman elec- 
tions. Currently, the West 
Bank seat is held by Dr. 
Faronk Abdul Rahim. 

The minister of health had 
prior to the election in- 



Aref Batayneh 
structed the association to 
elect the 10th coundl mem- 
ber locally, but members de- 
fied this order, which they 
said amounted to interfer- 
ence in the assodation’s laws. 

The health ministry is con- 
testing the results of the April 
7 JMA elections and is seek- 
ing the help of the public 
prosecutor to cancel the re- 
sults and ensure that the 10th 
executive coundl is filled by a 
Jordanian JMA member. 

JMA President Ishaq 
Maraqa was quoted earlier as 


saying that the dispute could 
have been avoided had the 
ministry's request reached 
the JMA prior to its annual 
meeting on March 31. 

According to the April 7 
election results, Mohammad 
Batayneh would have taken 
the 10th seat on the JMA 
board. 

Bassam Dajani, the first 
member of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front to win the pres- 
idency of the JMA executive 
council, said that Dr. 
Batayneh’s bid to cancel the 
results of the elections was 
expected. 

He said the public prosecu- 
tor is bound to submit the 
case to the court, and the 
JMA executive council .will 
wait to see and examine the 
charge sheet before replying. 

However, he said, the ex- 
ecutive coundl, which con- 
ducted the elections in 
accordance with the JMA by- 
laws, would have to comply 
with the court order because 
no one is above the law. 


Abul Ragheb returns from Bahrain 
saying visit reaffirmed strong ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Industry 
and Trade Minister AJi Abul 
Ragheb Tuesday returned to 
Amman from Manama, de- 
daring that his trip was highly 
successful and fruitful. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency Petra upon 
his return, the minister said 
that his visit at the head of a 
Jordanian delegation reaf- 
firmed the strong ties be- 
tween Jordan and Bahrain 
and resulted in the two coun- 
tries declaring their deter- 
mination to further streng- 
then bilateral ties at all levels. 

The minister who led the 
Jordanian side to a joint 
Jordanian-Bahraini commit- 
tee meeting had met with the 


country’s ruler Sheikh Issa 
Ben Salman Khalifeh and key 
ministers to discuss issues of 
common concern and signed 
a protocol upgrading that of 
1975 on trade, industrial, 
cultural touristic, transport 
and agricultural cooperation. 

Together with Bahraini 
Minister of Trade and Agri- 
culture Habib Qassem, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb signed the deal 
Monday providing for mutual 
cooperation in industrial, 
economic, transport, cultural 
and financial fields. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also 
noted that Jordan expressed 
readiness to provide Bahrain 
with its needs of teachers, 
doctors and other expertise 
.and secured Bahrain’s 


acceptance of its active parti- 
cipation in the Amman eco- 
nomic summit due to be held 
in October. 

■The minister opened a 
Jordanian industrial fan- in 
Manama in which 45 Jorda- 
nian firms are displaying sam- 
ples of their products. 

He was accompanied on 
the trip by the directors of the 
Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) the 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, Mohammad Smadi, 
and other officials from the 
ministries of Industry and 
Trade, Labour and Finance 
and the Customs Depart- 
ment. 


Under the Patronage of His Excellency the Minister of Health 

On the Occasion of the Integration of Hepatitis B Vaccine 
in the National EPi 

A SYMPOSIUM 

"TOWARDS THE CONTROL OF 
HEPATITIS B INFECTION IN JORDAN" 

Sponsored by; 

THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

In association with: 

THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS OF 
LIVER DISEASE PATIENTS OF JORDAN 

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Date: Thursday, April 20th 1995 

Place; university o! Jordan, Faculty of Engineering - Main Auditorium 
The following topics will be presented: 

PROSPECTS FOR THE GLOBAL 
ERADICATION OF HEPATITE B 

MPACT AND CONTROL OF 
HEPATITE B IN JORDAN 
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MANAGEMENT OF THE 
HEPATTRS B CARRIER 
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5. 

BLOOD BANK SCREENING 
FOR HEPATTRS VIRUSES 
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World News 


Swandan troops search camp 
for displaced; 100,000 flee 


KIBEHO, Rwanda (Agen- 
cies) — Rwandan troops 
searched a camp for the dis- 
placed in southwest Rwanda 
Tuesday, prompting an esti- 
mated 100,000 people to flee 
their huts, witnesses said. 

U.N. officials said heavily- 
armed troops were apparent- 
ly engaged in an intense “cor- 
don and search” operation of 
Kibeho camp but there were 
no immediate reports of any 
casualties. 


A Reuter correspondent 
who flew over the camp in a 
U.N. helicopter said he saw 
one in every five huts in 
Kibeho either destroyed by 
fire or smashed to pieces and 
plastic sheeting was knocked 
off their roofs. 


their homes. 

The hundreds of thousands 
of displaced within Rwanda 
and the estimated two million 
refugees abroad are members 
of the Hutu majority who 
fled during genocide and 
three mouths of civil war last 
year. 

Meanwhile, twenty-three 
of Rwanda’s state secondary 
schools, out of a total of 112 
before last year’s genoridal 
civil war, reopened their 
doors to pupils Tuesday 
morning, .the education 
minister announced. 

The minister, Pierre- 
Celestin Rwigema, said in a 
radio broadcast that the aim 


was to open 80 schools by the 
end of the year. The others 


He said the camp covered were too badly damaged dor- 
five hillsides and four of them mg the carnage between last 


were deserted wfafle a sea of April and July. 


displaced people were fleeing 
with their meagre belongings 
up the central hill towards 
sanctuary in a church. 


Classes in mathematics, 
physics and biochemistry, as 
well as training for nurses, 
resumed Tuesday, with lan- 


The Rwandan government guage lessons to start up 
has been pressing since last again shortly, the minister 


year for the closure of camps added, 
for internally displaced peo- Man 


Many teachers died or fled 


pie in the southwest, arguing . and Rwanda’s infrastructure 
that they should return to was shattered during the war 


won by the minority Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) after Hutu extremist 
militias and troops of the 
former government army 
massacred more than 500,000 
Tutsis and opposition Hums. 

Speaking in Kinyarwanda, 
the national language, Mr. 
Rwigema said the costs of 
teaching the thousands of 
children orphaned in the war 
would be handled by the gov- 
ernment, which also planned 
to pay the salaries of teachers 
in private schools. 

He did not say bow many 
private schools were fane-- 
honing. 

Primary school classes re- 
sumed seven months ago and 
in March some 65,000 pupils 
were able to sit examinations 
to move on to secondary 
education. The university be- 
gan operating again on April 
2 . 

Exiled Rwandans said 
Tuesday they had formed 
political party to push for the 
return of some two million 
refugees who fled Rwanda. 

In a statement obtained by 
Reuters, the Rally for the 
Return and Democracy in 


. Kigali has repeatedly re- 
fused to negotiate with what 
it says are former officials in 
exile who helped organise 
and cany out the genocide. 


Experts get 1st look at holed French ferry 


ST HELIER, Jersey (R) — 
Marine experts Tuesday be- 
gan an investigation after a 
French catamaran crashed 
Into a rock off the coast of 
Jersey, forcing 300 passen- 
gers to jump for their lives 
into choppy seas. 

Low tides overnight re- 
vealed a large jagged gash 
about 2.4 metres (eight met) 
long in the portside hull of 
the Saint Malo which was 
towed into a sandy bay. 

Investigators planned to in- 
terview the French captain 
and crew of the ferry later 
Tuesday. 

Terrified passengers re- 
ported hearing the boat jud- 
der against rocks shortly after 
leaving Jersey, in the British- 
owned channel islands on a 
trip to the nearby island of 
Sark Monday. 

Thirty passengers spent the 
night in hospital with broken 
limbs after the scramble into 
Iifeafts when water poured 
into the hull of the ferry. 

One man was in intensive 
care and another 35 were 


treated for bruising and 
shock, police said. 


A French doctor who tre- Mary Gavin. 


came up above the window 
level. It was terrifying,” said 


ated some of the wounded Some of the passengers re- 


taken aboard another ferry turned to the French port of 
said disaster was narrowly St. Malo Monday evening but 


averted. 


“There were no ladders on 
the Saint Malo and people 
had to throw themselves on 
top of each other in the lifer- 
afts. It's a miracle there were 
no dead,” Pierre Heinrich 
told reporters. 

Some of the 165 German, 
40 French and 75 British pas- 
sengers told of chaos when 
the boat tipped heavily to one 
side in waves up to 1.2 metres 
high. 


most remained in Jersey 
overnight. 

Eyewitnesses said the Saint 
Malo appeared to have taken 
a short cut through a passage 
near the Corbiere Lighthouse 
which is passable at high tide. 
It saves about five minutes on 
the hour-long journey to 
Sark. 

French authorities are car- 
rying out their own investiga- 
tion alaongside that of the 
Jersey Harbour Office. 


8 killed 
in air 
force jet 
crashes 
in U.S. 


“We had to jump 15 feet 
(4.5 metres) for safety into 
the liferafts... I saw people 
break their bones in the foil. 
Some of them went straight 
into tiie sea,” said German 
Kart Gcttschaik. 

“There was a loud bang 
and then we felt a judder. 
The boat went over on one 
side. It listed badly. Water 


Frederic Avierinos, chair- 
man of the catamaran's own- 
ers Chauniland, said the 
Saint Malo was three years 
old. 


Tt was absolutely up top 


ALEXANDER CITY, Ala- 
bama (AP) — an air force jet 
exploded and crashed Mon- 
day in a wooded area while 
trying to land at the airport in 
this eastern Alabama town. 
All eight people on board 
were killed, including the 
assistant secretary of the Air 
Force. 

The plane was trying to 
make an unplanned landing 
at the Alexander City Air- 
port when it crashed near a 
group of bouses four miles 
(6.5 kilometres) from Al ex- 


regulation standards and 1 no ■ ander City, said Lt. Frances 
technical problem can ex- Sconi, a spokeswoman for 


plain what happened,” 
told a news conference. 






M 


Andrews Air Force Base in 
Maryland. 

The passenges included 
Assistant Secretory of the Air 
Force Clark Fiester and his 
assistant. Col. Jack Clark, 
said and air force spokes- 
woman, Maj. Alvina Mitch- 
ell. 

The rest of the passenges 
were air force personnel and 
one army member who was 
flying on a “space available” 
baste, Maj. Mi th cell said. 
Their names were not re- 
leased pending notification of 
their families. 

A witness said he could see 
the pilot was straggling with 
the plane. 

Jimmy Keel said he watch- 
ed the plane fly just above 
the tree line as he sat on the 
porch of his bait and tackle 
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’MESSIAH:’ An Israeli policeman drags off disturbed the annual ’Cohanim,” or priest's 
Jewish woman Simchs Dadon who provoked prayer for Israel and was vilified by dozens of 
uproar at the western wall in Jerusalem on ultra-orthodox Jews (AFP photo)* 

Tuesday by claiming to be the Messiah. Sbe 


Simpson prosecution works to build up 
Fung’s credibility as 12th week starts 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
The prosecution in the O J. 
Simpson murder trial intro- 


Simpson faces life in prison 
if convicted of the killings. 


evidence that was actually 
picked up by an asastant. 


“It was coining a straight- 
line for my store. I could see 
the pilot fighting the plane,” 
Mr. Keel said, “he was in 
trouble. He fought it up, it 
went left, then right, then it 
exploded.” 

Another witness said she 
too heard the plane explode 
before it crashed. 

The. plane had been en 
route to Randolph Air Force 
Base in San Antonio, Texas, 
said Lt. Coin. Johnny Whi- 
taker, a spokesman for Ran- 
dolph. 
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Support growing 
for end to 
Ireland divorce 
ban 


:# 




Rwanda (RDR) said it was 
formed od April 3 in Mngun- 
ga Refugee Camp near the 
the eastern Zairean town of 
Goma. 

It said it would do all it 
could to ensure the return of 
the refugees, membes of 
Rwanda’s Hutu majority who 
fled a year ago in fear of 
being killed in revenge for 
the genocide of up to a mfl- 
1km Tutsis and Hutu moder- 
ates by troops and militia- 
men. 

“The RDR has the follow- 
ing objectives: To do every- 
thing posable for the return 
of refugees, and to represent 
and defend the interest of 
Rwandan refugees as well as 
Rwandans excluded from the 
governance of the country,” 
the statement said. 

It said the party was set up 
due to a “consistent refusal 
by the Kigali government of 
any attempt towards negotia- 
tions for a quick and peaceful 
return ‘ of millions of re- 



Aati-nudear protestors representing Green- ity at the nuclear processing plant and blocked 
peace at Sellafield where they breached secur- the main road to the site (AFP photo) 

Greenpeace breaches security at U.K. 
plutonium-making nuclear complex 


LONDON (AP) — Green- 
peace protesters broke into 
Britain’s biggest nuder pow- 
er complex to highlight its 
production of plutonium, a 
key ingredient' of nuclear 
weapons. 


The protests were timed to 
coincide with the start of a 
conference in New York to 
extend the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
the cornerstone of interna- 
tional efforts to prevent the 


spread of nuclear weapons. 

Over 100 demonstrators 
breached security barriers at 
the Sellafield Nuclear Com- 
plex on the English coast 210 
miles (340 kilometres) north- 
west of Loudon, and blocked 
the main road to the plant. 

Cumbria Police said Mon- 
day night that 61 protesters 
were arrested. They came 
from Britain and a host of 
other countries including 
South Korea, Ireland, Ger- 
many, Italy and France, 


police said. 

Eight were charged with 
obstructing police or ob- 
structing the highway and re- 
leased on bail. The others 
were being processed. 

Greenpeace claimed Mon- 
day night that five demon- 
strators were still hidden in 
the 1.25 -square -mile (3.2- 
square-kilometre) Sellafield 
Complex. But Cumbria. 
Police said no demonstrators 
remained inside or outside 
the Sellafield site. 


DUBLIN (AP) — A major, 
ity of people in this predonj. 
nantly Roman Catholic coun- 
try want an end to Ireland’s 
blanket ban on divorce, a 
newspaper poll showed Mod. 
day. The Irish Marketing 
Surveys Group poll of 1,057 
people at 75 locations in Ire- 
land last Wednesday showed 
support for divorce reform 
was highest among peobfe 
aged 25 to 34. More than 60 
per cent of those questioned 

backed moves to reform the 
divorce laws, a rise of 4 per 
cent since a similar national 
poll last November. About 31 
per cent were opposed to 
change, down 3 per amt, 
according to the survey pub. 
fished in the Irish Indepen- 
dent newspaper. The survey 
had a margin of error of 3 per 
cent. Irish law bans divorce 
and remarriage, but the 1991 
census revealed 67,000 peo- 


J ile legally separated in this 
and of 3.5 million. Th* 


land of 3.5 million. The 
three-party coalition govern- 
ment of Prime Minister John 
Bruton says it will back a 
public referendum late this 
year or early next year to 
allow divorce. A similar re- 
fandom hi 1986 was defeated 
by a substantial majority. 


Brando’s daughter commits suicide 


Bishops attack 
British film 
about gay priest 


PAPEETE, French 
Polynesia (Agencies) — 
Actor Marlon Brando's 
daughter Cheyenne hanged 
herself at her home on the 
South Pacific island of Tahiti 
in French Polynesia Sunday, 
her family said Monday. 

Relatives said Cheyenne 
Brando, 25, bad been de- 
pressed since the murder of 
her boyfriend Dag Drollet by 
her half-brother Christian 
four years ago, and had made 
three previous suicide 
attempts. 

She was found hang in g in 
her bedroom at her home in 
Punaama, on the west coast 
of Tahiti, on Easter Sunday 
afternoon, a relative said. 

The relatives said Marion 
Brando, 71, had been taken 
to a hospital in Los Angeles 
after hearing the news. 
Cheyenne, born to a Tahitian 
mother, would be buried 
Tuesday at FAAA on the 
island, they said. 

Christian Brando was sent- 
enced to 10 years* imprison- 
ment for the murder of Drol- 
let but could be paroled with- 
in tiie next two to three 
weeks for good behaviour, 
they said. 



PARIS (R) — A new British 
film featuring a gay priest is 
painful to Catholics and 
treats audiences tike voyeurs, 
the head of the French 
Bishops’ Conference said in a 
letter published Tuesday. 
Monsignor Joseph Duval, in 
a letter sent to French 
bishops Monday and pri n te d 
by the daily Le Figaro, high- 
tighted “recent media events 
which have been a source of 


suffering for many Catholics 
in this country.” He criticised 


the "complacent” release of 
the film Priest, directed by 
Antonia Bird, in the middle 


of Easter holy week. “Saying 
that celibacy is difficult is ;• 
self-evident. Who wouldn't 
believe that there are some 
failures?” Bishop Duval 
wrote. “But betting on the 
• commercial success of a film L, 
on this question means treat- "■ 
ring the audience like '• 
voyeurs.” Father Jean- 
Michel Di Falco, secretary ■. 
and spokesman of the • 
Bishops’ Conference, had 
Monday branded the timing 
of the release a provocation. 
The film stars Linus Roadie ‘ 
as a priest Who comes nn- ; 
stuck over his affair with a - 
lover he picked up at a gay 
dub. He gets arrested for 
indecency in a car, is sacked 
by his superiors and pilloried 
by parishioners. A fellow- 
priest in the film has fewer 
qualms over breaking his 
celibacy vow and lives with 
his housekeeper. The Roman 
Catholic Cbnrch condemns 
homosexual relationships as 
unnatural. All its clergymen 
are meant to be celibate. 


in tiie next two to three BUe photo dated June 9, 1992 of Cheyenne Brando, daughter of 
weeks for good behaviour, UJS. actor Marion Brando, who is reported to have hang 
they said. herself at her home at Pimaauia, 10 km from Papeete. She bad 

During his trial the court made two previous strickle bids in earlier years foUowing the 
was told that before the kill- kflfing of her boyfriend Dag Drollet by her half-brother, 
mg of Drollet, Cheyenne, Ch ristian , in BSi (AFP photo) 


mg of Drollet, Cheyenne, 
then four mouths pregnant, 
had complained of having 
been beaten by her lover. 

Charges against Oieyenne 
for complicity in the murder 
were dropped in 1993 after 
lengthy legal wrangling. 

Her lawyer Jacques Verges 
. — a colourful French advo- 
cate who has also represented 
Carlos the Jackal and Gesta- 
po chief Klaus Barbie — said 
the fife of the severely de- 
pressed Cheyenne was put in 
danger by the proceedings 
against her. 

During his son’s trial, 
Brando broke a long public 
silence, telling reporters and 
photographers he had be- 
come a recluse to presserve 
his sanity. 

“This (Hollywood) is a 
false world, and it’s been a 
straggle to try to preserve 
your sanity in a world that 
has been taken away from 
you,'’ he said at the time. 

More recently, be returned 


to the screen with a role in 
the comedy The Freshman as 
well as an acclaimed perform- 
ance as a psychiatrist in the 
current romantic comedy 
Don Juan De Marco. 


Last year, he also pub- 
lished bos autobiography and 
appeared in a long and ramb- . 
ling live interview with Larry 
King on the Cable News Net- 
work. 

Considered one of the 
great actors of the century, 
Brando's performances in A 
Streetcar Named Desire 
(1951), The Wfld One (1953) 
and On The Waterfront 
(1954) were acclaimed as 
classics and, more than any- 
thing else, established the 
naturalistic method school of 
acting. 

Brando won an Academy 
Award for On The Water- 
front and another for playing 
a gangster in The Godfather 


The judge also directed why he didn't wear latex 


(1972). But much of his later 
career was an anti-climax and 
his family life was fall of 
turmoil. 

Critics both hailed and 
panned his performances in 
later movies, such as Last 
Tango In Parte (1972) and 
Apocalypse Now (1979), 
mirroring the ambivalence 
the entertainment industry 
had always felt about him. 

Cheyenne was bora Feb, 
23, 1970 to Marion Brando 
and Tarita, a young, 
ravishing Polynesian beauty 
who was featured in a Brando 
remake of Mutiny On The 
Bounty. 

Sbe leaves behind a six- 
year-old son, Tula, whose 
father is Drollet. ' 

Cheyenne in July 1990 was 
herself charged with involve- 
ment in the murder of Drollet 
following a complaint by 
Drollet’s father and was I 
ordered not to leave Papeete. 


:ore ace c 


federal 


Kim Basinger 
is pregnant 


disced new videotape that Deputy District Attorney gloves at the crime scene and 


appears to show a police 
technician bolding evidence 
the defence claims he did not 
have until the following day. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Hank Goldberg used the dip 
Monday to try and bolster the 
weakened credibility of cri- 
minalist Dennis Fung and 
hurt the defence theory of a 
police conspiracy to frame 
Simpson, the former football 
star, for the murder of his 
ex-wife and her male friend. 

Mr. Goldberg’s low-key 
conterpunches came after Su- 
perior Court Judge Lance Ito 
told jurors he would start 
interviewing them one by one 
in his chambers, about three 


the de: 


her Darden to give why they should not believe a 


15 or 16 au- defence allegation that he 


diotaoes made by author handled a bloody envelope 
Marc Elliot as he interviewed with bare hands. 


Vietnam minister: Ball is in Clinton’s court 


former Simpson honseguest Much of Mr. Fung’s re- 
Brian Kato Kaetin. In addi- direct testimony focused on a 
tin, Mr. Darden gave the vial of Simpson’s blood that 


defence a still-unsigned con- the defence has used as a key 
tract between Mr. Kaetin and point in the frame-up theory. 
Mr. Elliot. Although Mr. Fung said he 

Before testimony began, still could not remember ex- 
defence attorney Robot Sha- actly what he did with the 
piro apologised to Mr. Fung vial, a second-by-second view 
and Asian- Americans for of the new tape showed him 
facetious remarks he made apparently ho! 
about Mr. Fung last Thins- velopc that t 


apparently holding a gray en- 
velope that a detective has 


day while handing out said contained the blood sam- 
Chinese fortune cookies. pie. 

“My heart has been heavy 


or four a day, to ask about 
allegations of racial divisons 


all weekend if even one per- 
son has been offended, and 


and personal animosity 
lodged by an ousted juror. 

Just as the interviews were 
about to begin, however. 
Judge Ito put them off to 
consider a defence request to 
have Simpson attend. Last 
week. Judge Ito said Simpson 
amid could not be there, but 
the defence presented the 


for that I sincerely apolo- 
gise,” Mr. Shapiro said. 


gise,” Mr. Shapiro said. 
Attention then turned to 


Mr. Fung, who spent most of 
his eighth day on the stand 
under redirect examination. 
With about 30 minutes to go, 
defence attorney Barry 
Scheck began Ins recross- 
exaraination, which was to 
continue Tuesday. 

Under questioning by Mr. 
Goldberg, Mr. Fung ex- 
plained to jurors why he told 
a grand jury he collected 


to bear the interviews. 


Shortly after Mr. Simp- 
son’s ex-wife Nicole Brown 
Simpson 2 nd her friend 
Ronald Goldman were slain 
on June 12, news crews 
swarmed around the crime 
scene and die former football 
star's estate, documenting 
the comings and goings of 
police. 

In tiie few frames, taken 
from afar with a telephoto 
lens, Mr. Fung was seen 
standing in the foyer of Mr. 
Simpson’s home with Van- 
natter and another police em- 
ployee. 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
wants normal relations with 
the United States and a deci- 
sion on the issue is up to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, 
Hanoi's minister in charge of 
ties with Washington said 
Tuesay. 

“We are ready, because it’s 
good for both countries and 
for the region,” Deputy 
Foreign Minsker Le Mai told 
Reuters. 

“I think there is growing 
interest in the United States 
over relations with Viet- 
nam,” he said. “Actually 
there is no political difference 
cither.” 

“But it is up to the presi- 
dent of the United States to 
decide, ”Mr. Mai said in an 
interview ahead of the 20 th 
anniversary of the Commun- 
ist victory in the Vietnam 
War on April 30. 

When Saigon, capital of 
U.S.-backed South Vietnam, 
fell to Communist forces, he 
was in the central city of Hue 
and drank champagne with 
an American friend, a profes- 
sor. to celebrate. 


’Mr. Mai, 54, has helped 
guide Hanoi's U.S. policy 
since the early 1970s peace 
talk* in Parte, where he was a 
junior negotiator, and is its 
chief point-man on the ques- 
tion now that ties are finally 

improving. 

He remembers U-Sr chief 
negotiator Henry Kissinger 
and other U.S. wartime fi- 
gures, but respects only those 
Americans who opposed the 
war — a number which in- 
cluded Mr. Clinton. 

“I think the president 
should have nothing to be 
sorry about the fact that he 
refused to fight in that war,” 
he said. 

Mr. Mai said fomer U.S. 
Defence Secretary Robert 
McNamara was realistic m 
admitting in a new book he 
believed the United States 
should have withdrawan from 
Vietnam as early as 1963. 

"What Mr. McNamara 
said, that be felt the U.S. was 
terribly, terribly wrong, I 
think that i$ something in 
conformity with reality,” Mr. 


Mai said. 

“I think that if Mr. McNa- 
mara fought the wrong war in 
the battlefields of Vietnam, 
then Mr. Henry Kissinger de- 
fended the wrong cause at the 
negotiations,” he said. 


tries for U.S. investors. 


Relations with the United 
States were improving rapid- 
ly in all fields, and U.S. 
investment had grown to 
IKS) million from $20 million 
since Mr. dintou lifted a U.S. 
economic embargo against 
Hanoi in February, 1994, he 
said. 


Mr. Mai said diplotqatic 
relations was not a prere- 
quisite for most favoured na- 
tion (MFN) trading status, 
which Vietnam needs to sell 
more goods in the United 
States. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kim ' . j.' T 

Basinger, star of the film 9 ■ ... .. ,M 

1-2 Weeks, now is working 
on a nine-month production. T’ ' r 

The 41-year-old actress and ‘ * 

wife of actor Alec Baldwin is - ‘ • f ‘ 

expecting a baby in Novem- . 1 ~ " 

ber, her publicist, Robert - - 

Garlock, said Monday. ' 

‘ Basinger, who starred in such 
hits as Batman and the recent ^ 

Ready To Wear, was working - , 

on a new Robert Altman 

movie, Kansas City, when ' - 

she learned was pregnant. [r» r 

She withdrew from the movie' ‘ 

because the film ’s insurer ■ *** 

didn’t want to be liable ftff « 

the risks to her pregnancy, 

Mr. Garlock saia. He said 
Basinger was feeling great, »:■ \ \ ’ 

and well enough to continue „ j yf 

to work. Altman asked ( * 
Basinger to name the baby •;>.*’ 

Robert, or Roberta if it’s a ' V ; ' - -- ... 

girl, the spokesman said. ’ v •: . ** 


Vietnam would continue to 
cooperate with the United 
States in its efforts to account 
for more than 2,000 service- 
men listed as missing in ac- 
tion (MIA) in Indochina, Mr. 
Maj said. 


Undertakers 
refuse burial of 
HIV-infected 
drug addict 


“I think the prospects are 
quite bright,” he said, “be- 
cause the American com- 
panies, although they come 
late, they have expertise, 
they have capital, and I think 
strong competitiveness.” 


He rejected charges by 
American activists that 


Hanoi was still holding U.S. 
prisoner of war (Pows) and 


said this was not an issue 
between the two govern- 
ments. 


“The experience of the last “I think that suspicion has 


SALONIKA, Greece (AFP) : 

— Undertakers in this north- >*. __ 
ern Greek port city have !»• H J- ; 
fused to fany drag addict who we: . 
HIV-positive,' his wife said- .4‘. ^ * 1 

“Four funeral homes coo- <•>':“< ■ 
tacted in Salonika refused to , '/>3 •• r 
take care of him, they even ’•> . ' . 

refused to help me dn® : ’V. 

him,” Fotini Ossas, 26, said iV- . 


year since the lifting of the been buried now because of 
embargo has shown that hundreds of investigations 


referring to her 31-year-old 
husband Costas who died 


there’s quite a prospect for 
U.S. investment,” Mr. Mai 
said, citing agriculture, con- 
struction, ou and gas, aviation 
and transport as key indus- 


conducted jointly by the 
American and Vietnamese 
MIA experts,” he said. 
“They found nothing, no evi- 
dence whatsoever...” 


Saturday of a drag overdose, 

Costas Ossas' father finally *V;‘- • ?;*. 

carried the body wrapped in * 
blanket to his home town •' 


UUUULCL IV Ugtj qctuc w/w- -«v;. '.r* 

near Drama, east of hert» J 
where he was buried Sunday? 
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Sarajevo suburb hit by Serb shelling 


Bosnia becomes election issue 


Saraj ev0 and shelled a sub- Gary Coward said here. V 
U^ r Sj art? of tb® Monday even- Mr. Jackovich was seen 


V; Irish 7m ing, Bosnian government 

PcJS* G CdJ$ “ d 8 V™'*? 1 Nations 

■Wi spokesman said Tuesday. 

sJJ ***»{ j6.N- spokesman 
u ^ r ‘ for^^yiL Tjeotenant-Colonel Gary Co- 
^S&est ward said Bosnian Serbs had 

•w 2 ® 5 ®34iS^2 lasted the supply route on 
i,;:/- 83 * of Mount Igman, west of the 

nso-^7 qC city, with five mortar bombs 
j 3Wj » a j cn g with small arms and 
^5; -‘ac= a '’ ?l5e«f; ; ^vy-machroegun fire. 
f*' L Ust No»JJ%t J* Bosnian government radio 

"5 : ^rnr said the nearby Sarajevo sub- 

■^Se, doSr mb of Hrasnica was mortar- 
^■trding n, J! 3 fc! ; bombed by Serbs and the 
■-'bed stoh.^ irnited Nations confirmed 


^ y plica nauuu> Confirmed 

; :=r ** te? more than 20 detonations in 

a .•ftaw >e , r die town. 

Cer " ti*£ The U.N. said six detona- 

■nd r? niorts ^ &? tiofis were recorded in Serb- 
csrH-jv r-T a ? c ’ held areas flanking Hrasnica, 


c:? suggesting an exchange of 

.And X# 7^^isd, fire between Muslim-led gav- 

• eminent forces and separatist 
;.-2\ c ^l%i ' Bosnian Serbs who surronnd 

SruiVi' •■ snejl ®iii Sarajevo. 

•: The Bosnian capital is sup- 

~7."_ j^erendim £ posed to be a U.N.-protected 
/•“* carI >' next w “safe area” from which heavy 
X7„. ^'O'ce. ^ weapons are banned. The . 

» v <sS United Nations has been rc- 
J lying on negotiation rather 

• than force to police the safe 

Q area and weapons ban. 

°lShODS 8 Hb«l Three shells slammed into 

government-held Tuzla town, 
,I,8 n film another “safe area” in north- 
BOOUt aavnru east Bosnia, Tuesday morn- 
* 1 Ifi* ing, a local source said. The 
?A.RIS i S| _ . shells hit the walls of a school 
f-.::: 7 but there were no casualties 

reported, 

• cav, ' ^ i The U.N. Protection Force 
f-.TU “7 s * :v »t (UNPROFOR) Tuesday con- 
e's -7/7 *7 ^ ht demned a decision by a Bos- 
nian Serb liaison officer to 
V . J 7 prevent the U.S. ambassador 

" ■.-.,Xr7' r here from boarding a U.N. 


Bishop* attaa 
British film 
about gay pfij,, 

T'' 1 “'■ineik 
. r ^k- 

;:.7X^ d ! Mc «W 


: :- 1!sr *== ■ io 

• — U Fia^j. 

"•* ■ ■ - ffijsjji. 

. 

fcr ^ i 

; " • HiaiQ 


flight Monday out of be- 
sieged Sarajevo. 

Ambassador Victor Jack- 
ovich, who was leaving at the 
end of his term here, had to 
go instead by road. 

A Bosnian Serb liaison 


~ -r.M.p.sas'afej. officer at the airport told 
.‘7 !?•* CK ^- UNPROFOR he could not 

V.l B” :o iK _ guarantee the safety of the 

SS Singapore a 


ivir. aacKovicn was seen 
here as a firm supporter of 
the Bosnian government. 

“UNPROFOR regrets 
what happened’ 1 and has 
issued both verbal and writ- 
ten protests to the Serbs over 
the issue," Col. Coward said. 

UNPROFOR resumed 
flying into besieged Sarajevo 
on a limited scale Sunday, a 
week after Bosnian Serbs 
fired at a C-130 transport 
plane bringing in emergency 
aid. 

But, with the exception of 
French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard, who flew 
in over the weekend in the 
wake of the killing of two 
soldiers from the French con- 
tingent here, UNPROFOR 
has refused to transport any 
civilian passengers- , 

UNPROFOR was “well- 
aware of the disquiet of Bos- 
nian Serbs” concerning the 
flying by the United Nations 
of Bosnian civilians and gov- 
ernment officials, including 
objections raised by Serb 
commander-in-chief General 
Ratko Mladic, Col. Coward 
had explained Monday. 

Col. Coward said however 
that a number of civilian UN- 
PROFOR employees were 
scheduled to fly out of town 
Tuesday afternoon as the Un- 
ited Nations continued to 
“gradually test the water.” 

The airport is under U.N. 
control, but surrounded on 
all sides by government and 
Serb lines. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher express- 
ed anger Tuesday over the 
Serb refusal to let the U.S. 
ambassador to Bosnia fly out 
of Sarajevo and said he 
would have “something to 
say” to the United Nations 
about it. 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters the Serb action was 
“unjustified and out- 
rageous." 

In Zagreb, United Nations 


as Balladur threatens pullout 

Jr- % ■ 



Muslim -Croat woman Ana Man- 

dic (centre) is comforted by her son as she attends the funeral of 
her killed husband Fraqjo. Franjo Mandic died two days ago 
after suffering injuries last week from sniper-fire in the centre 
of Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


special envoy to former 
Yugoslavia, Yasushi Akashi, 
Tuesday met U.N. Bosnia 
commander Genera] Rupert 
Smith at Split, in southern 
Coratia, ahead of talks in 
Sarajevo with Bosnia's war- 
ring parties, U.N. officials 
said here. 

The talks were “prepara- 
tions for discussions" due at 
the end of the week in 
Sarajevo and Pale, the stron- 
ghold of the separatist Bos- 
nian Serbs, U.N. spokesman 
Christopher Gunnes said. 

The talks were taking place 
at a British base at Divulje 


close to Split Airport. There 
was no immediate informa- 
tion on iheir outcome. 

Meanwhile, Bosnia's prime 
minister said Tuesday any 
withdrawal of French 
peacekeepers would reward 
those who killed two French 
soldiers in Sarajevo at the 
weekend. 

“A French withdrawal 
would be most unfortunate 
because it would be reward- 
ing the killers and giving 
them exactly what they 
wanted,” Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Siiajdzic told 
Reuters. 
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Singapore accepts Philippine autopsy guidelines 


SINGAPORE (R) — Singa- 
>re said Tuesday it accepted 
in principle Philippine draft 
guidelines for a joint autopsy - 
of the remains of one of the 
victims in the case of hanged 
FQipina maid F\or Conte m- 
plaaon. 

Singapore forensic scien- 
tists are expected in Manila 
Wednesday to join Filipino 
colleagues;, in an autopsy of 
the remains of Delia Maga, 
one of two people Singapore 
found Cbntempladon guilty 
of killing in 1991. 

Singapore has “accepted in 
principle the draft guidelines 
proposed by the Philippine 
government," a Singapore 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
, spokesman said in a written 
statement, responding to 
queries about the coming in- 
vestigation. 

Singapore's decision to 
hang Contemplation last 
month for murder has led to a 
diplomatic rift between the 
city state and the Philippines. 

in the latest and most 
prominent casualty, Philip- 
pine Foreign Affairs Secret- 
ary Roberto Romulo res- 
igned Monday in hopes it 
would help to calm the furore 
over the case. 

Many Filipinos believe 
Contemplation is innocent. 


despite her confession to the 
crimes. _ 

One of the autopsy guide- 
lines states that the experts 
will conduct their joint efforts 
“in a confidential manner 
and will not issue any public 
statements while their ex- 
aminations in Manila are in 
progress.” the Singapore 
statement said. 

It also said each team will 
designate one spokesman at 
the end of the examinations 
and before the Singaporeans 
depart. 

It added: “The spokesman 
will coordinate their respec- 


. five written statements prior 
to reading their statements 
before a press conference. 
The timing and venue of the 
press conference will be 
mutually agreed upon." 

Singapore's spokesman 
will be assisted by foreign 
consultants when answering 
questions from the media, 
the ministry spokesman said 
in the statement. 

Singapore has requested 
that the autopsy location be 
“private and free from media 
and other intrusion so thar 
the work could be carried out 
without distraction and in the 
most professional manner," 
the ministry statement said. 
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BELFAST (R) — Moderate 
nationalist leader John Hume 
angrily criticised Britain 
Tuesday for refusing talks 
with Sinn Fein, the IRA’s 
political wing, on cementing 
the eight-month-old peace 
process in Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Hume, who won inter- 
national acclaim for helping 
to broker the Irish Republi- 
can Army’s (IRA) cessation 
of violence last September, 
had a blunt message for Bri- 
tain: “If you are a govem- 
■?nent, then get the dialogue 
going." 


His comments were the 
latest in a growing clamour 
from nationalist leaders on 
both sides of the Irish border 
for Britain to drop objections 
to ministerial talks with Sinn 
Fein and advance a fragile 
peace momentum boosted by 
IRA and rival pro-British 
Protestant guerrilla ceasefire 
late last year. 

A member of both the 
British and European parlia- 
ments, Mr. Hume said Bri- 
tain’s refusal was delaying 
efforts to get lasting agree- 


ment on Northern Ireland’s 
problems. 

“The people of our part of 
the world have suffered teiT- 
ibly,” he said in a BBC Radio 
interview. 

“They have suffered far 
too much for the last 25 
years. It’s the duty of every- 
one to do everything in their 
power to make sure that 
there is no repetition of 
that." 

The leader of Northern 
Ireland's biggest pro-Irish 
Catholic group, the Social 


Japan targets sect in murder plot with sarin gas 


"s:' TOKYO (AFP) — The reports obtained by the tele- 
. . , -i ? ' >'■■■- Japanese cabinet passed a bill vision network. 

•-"7, * iX Tuesday banning sarin nerve Asahara attended expen- 
: A *" : XlrSf'tf®. while police sought to ments on producing sann and 
X -\,j question the leader of the instructed members to submit 


,j. . jjjigi T Aum Supreme Truth cult ab- 

77?; 2® sports he oversaw pro- 
i t! ^ ppchon of ■ the gas, which 

T >. 'i - A 'Xs C* : 12 people in last 

“v- BIOilt ^ , s Tokyo subway 

: : n‘ i> attack. 

Under the new legislation, 

- ‘ ” “C first of its kind in Japan, 

the production, import or 
- j Possession of the nerve gas 

? ann . w fij ^ pimfehable with 
imprisonment of between 
eyars and life, offidals 

A nia ado' 1 ' 1 “As soon as the bill is 
O' ^i-passed by parliament, we 
, n :jLA. l ' to announce it public- 

- Home Affair Nfinister 

- ■ "Xr* > ,f{ ^ ( ■firomu Nonaka told repor- 
GjTrt 7% *v;eis, indicating the law could 

‘ « in place as early as May 1. 

; ; ; V P°bce found reports from 

■\j:' 7'he Aum sect showing that 

._. "7 7 $ ’loko Asahara, 40, the lead- 

7^^ ^ ’ tifir, ; cof the doomsday cult,* bad 

O&lpwaaly ordered members to 
L"- ‘ pt p roduce sarin last summer. 


*•.:> 7 y‘®e careful while producing 
rX-'k- because it is very 

X .; J - aagerous," according to the 


all the reports and records on 
its production to him, the 
television report said. It said 
police wanted to question 
Asahara about the produc- 
tion of sarin. 

The sect has repeatedly de- 
nied involvement in the sub- 
way attack and also denied 
having made sarin. 

Police obtained an arrest 
warrant Tuesday for a central 
figure in a secret “action 
squad” of the Aum as part of 
sweeping arrests of sect mem- 
bers, Kyodo News Agency 
said. 

Police will soon put Yoshi- 
hiro Inoue, 25, on the suspect 
list for using a false name 
when he set up a company 
affiliated with the sect, the 
Japanese news agency said. 

The nerve gas, invented by 
the Nazis, killed 12 people 
and injnred 5300 others in 
the March 20 attack, and is 
also responsible for the 
deaths of seven people in the 
central Japanese city of Mat- 
sumoto last year. 

Japanese police reportedly 
confirmed the cult bad been 
producing the gas at its com- 


mune in central Japan, and 
have arrested more than 100 
followers, including four 
senior members. 

The radical sect, estab- 
lished in 1987 by the half- 
blind former acupuncturist, 
had planned to purchase va- 
rious kinds of arms besides 
the lethal nerve gas. local 
newspapers said, quoting 
police sources. 

The cult bought a fighter 
helicopter and parts of Rus- 
sian maebineguns, while it 
attempted to develop laser 
beam weapons. Police also 
discovered papers indicating 
Aum wanted to purchase a 
nuclear warhead, tanks and 
submarines, news reports 
said. 

Almost a month after the 
subway attack, many victims 
are still suffering psychologic- 
al problems caused by the 
deadly incident, doctors said. 

At least seven sarin victims 
are suffering from post- 
traumatic stress disorders 
(PTSD), doctors at St. Luke 
International Hospital told 
Yomiuri Shimbun. 

One of the mist serious 
cases is that of a 24-year-old 
woman who was hit by both 
tragedies in Japan this year 
— the nerve gas attack and 
the devastating Jan. 17 earth- 


quake in western Japan. 

The woman, who bad lived 
in the western city of Osaka, 
lost her job in the aftermath 
of the quake. She later found 
a position m Tokyo but fell 
victim to the subway attack 
only 10 days after she started 
her new job. 

Although the gas poisoning 
die differed was relatively 
light, she started having 
“flashbacks” of the incident. 
She also complained that ev- 
erybody around her looked 
like suspects. 

Meanwhile, a Russian 
court Tuesday ordered the 
Russian branch of the Aum 
Supreme Truth cult to pay 
damages of $4 million to a 
youth welfare committee, 
which began the legal action 
on behalf of victims oPAum. 

The Moscow tribunal, in 
which the civil action opened 
eight months ago, also out- 
lawed registrations of the 
Russian and Muscovite bran- 
ches of the sect, which effec- 
tively outlaws all its activities 
in Russia. 

The tribunal had already 
suspended last July the Rus- 
sian activities of Aum Shinn 
Kyo, and frozen its assets in 
the absence of necessary 
documentation. 


PARIS (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
Tuesday threatened to pull 
French peacekeepers , out of 
Bosnia as the war there sud- 
denly became an issue in 
France’s presidential election 
campaign. 

The sniper killings of two 
French soldiers in Sarajevo 
Friday and Saturday caused 
'outrage in France, but could 
also provide a much-needed 
boost for Mr. Bahadur's flag- 
ging campaign. 

The prime minister, who is 
trailing in third place behind 
the favourite, fellow Gaullist 
Jacques Chirac, and Socialist 
candidate Lionel Jospin, be- 
nefitted from the limelight as 
his rivals tried but failed to 
outbid him. 

With the backing of out- 
going Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand. Mr. 
Balladur set tough conditions 
for France’s 4,500 troops to 
stay on-in former Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Balladur had rushed to 
call an emergency meeting 
here with Foreign and De- 
fence Ministers Alain Juppe 
and Francois Leotard, fol- 
lowing the sniper killings. 
Aides of President Francois 
Mitterrand also attended the 
45-minute meeting. 

If his conditions were not 
met, Paris “would have to 
decide on the withdrawal of 
the French soldiers in Bos- 
nia.” Mr. Balladur said, at 
the same time announcing a 
flurry of diplomatic moves. . 

Only one candidate, far 
rightist Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
has called for outright with- 
drawal of the French forces, 
saying it was “an aberration 
and criminal to throw men 
into such a confused scrum.” 

Mr. Chirac, for his part. 


said he favoured serving the 
warring sides with an ultima- 
tum and, if that failed, con- 
sidering air strikes, while Mr. 
Jospin had difficulty in taking 
a different line from the 
prime minister, calling for 
“greater firmness” in face of 
the Serbs.” 

Mr. Balladur Tuesday cal- 
led for ah emergency meeting 
of th£ Security Council to 
take measures ' to protect- 
U.N. forces and asked Mr. 
Juppe, who later left for New 
York to attend a nuclear non- 
proliferation conference, to 
meet U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali and 
hold talks with other contri- 
butor countries to the U.N. 
force. 

The prime minister also 
called for an early meeting at 
ministerial level of the five- 
nation contact group on Bos- 
nia — comprising France, 
Britain, Germany, Russia 
and the United States. 

And he demanded that 
Serbs, Croats and Bosnian 
Muslims resume their nego- 
tiations. 

The pime minister set three 
tough conditions for keeping 
troops in former Yugoslavia, 
including “respect of and re- 
newal of the ceasefire be- 
tween the parties.” 

The four-month ceasefire, 
which has been increasingly 
violated, is due to expire at 
the end of April. 

Mr. Balladur said the other 
conditions were a “resump- 
tion of negotiations” and 
“freedom of action and 
movement and the streng- 
thening of the security of 
UNPROFOR (U.N. Protec- 
tion Force).” 

Earlier, the prime minister 
had said of Bosnia: “We can- 


not stay there forever if con- 
ditions for peace are not 
forthcoming and they don't 
want us any more. 

“What does that mean? It 
means if life is impossible, if 
our soldiers are being shot at, 
which is happening now, if 
arms deliveries begin again 
and war restarts," the prime 
minister said. 

In Bonn, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
Tuesday he hoped France 
would not withdraw its 
troops. 

"I very well understand 
that the French are consider- 
ing a withdrawal," Mr. Kink- 
el said in an interview with 
German radio. “But I hope 
they won’t make such a deci- 
sion. 

“I think that in any case 
they won’t act without con- 
sulting with the other coun- 
tries that have deployed 
troops in ex-Yugoslavia.” 
Mr. Kinkel said. 

Mr. Chirac snubbed ques- 
tions from the French Human 
Rights League on his attitude 
towards Algerian refugees 
entering France, the League 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Chirac was one of two 
candidates in Sunday's pres- 
idential poll who declined to 
answer the League’s ques- 
tionnaire. The other was 
ultra-right Philippe De Vil- 
liers. 

The other candidates' 
answers will be published 
Wednesday in a special edi- 
tion of the League’s maga-. 
zine. 

The only unambiguous re- 
plies came from extreme- 
rightist Jean-Marie Le Pen 
and Green candidate Domi- 
nique Voynet. 

Mr. Le Pen said “no Alge- 


rian should be allowed to 
enter France," while Mr. 
Voynet urged “provisional 
asylum status” for Algerian 
refugees. 

Mr. Balladur favoured an 
atmosphere of “dialo- 
gue...with societies founded 
On the Islamic religion," 
while Socialist Party candi- 
date Lionel Jospin said he 
was prepared to “help every- 
one in Algeria who wants 
peace." 

Mr. Balladur stepped up a 
dispute with Mr. Chirac over 
policy surrounding the franc 
Tuesday, accusing him of 
“irresponsibility” which 
could harm growth. 

In London, the franc fell 
by almost two centimes to 
3.5125 to the mark early 
Tuesday as dealers reacted to 
a hard-hitting attack by Mr. 
Chirac before the long Easter 
weekend on the governor of 
the Bank of France. 

The governor. Jean- 
Claude Trichet, had warned 
against pressure from Mr. 
Chirac and Mr. Jospin to 
allow wages to rise. 

But Mr. Chirac replied that 
the Bank of France should 
not dictate economic policy 
to the government and that 
higher wages would help fos- 
ter a recovery. - 

On another key issue con- 
cerning current tight spend- 
ing policies, Mr. Balladur 
and one of his key ministers 
said Tuesday that “French 
funding deficits would have 
to be cut by 1997, but they 
gave widely different figures. 

»Mr. Balladur told the 
Wednesday edition of the 
newspaper Le Monde that 
Mr. Chirac’s “demagoguery" 
would har.m ‘’refound 
growth." 


Chechens reportedly repulse Russians at Bamut 


Democratic and Labour Par- 
ty, Mr. Hume is highly re- 
. spected on both sides of the 
Atlantic as a key figure in 
attempts to end decades of 
conflict in the British pro- 
vince. 

He held prolonged talks 
with Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams two years ago which 
are seen as having influenced 
British and Irish government 
policy on Northern Ireland 
and paved the way for the 
IRA’s decision to rail off its 
war against London rule. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Chechen military comman- 
ders said their forces had 
repulsed a second Russian 
assault on the village of 
Bamut in western Cbechenya 
Tuesday. 

But a spokesman at the 
Russian ■ Interior Ministry; 
ufhose troops are attempting 
to seize the village, told AFP 
there had been “no attack on 
Bamut during the night, only 
localised firefights.” 

The rebels’ press office, 
Chechen Press, said the Rus- 
sians lost “48 armoured cars 
and at least 20 tanks and 
many men in the attack.” 

Chechen separatists fre- 
quently exaggerate Russian 
losses. 

The guerrillas are holed up 
in a disused Soviet nuclear 
missile base in Bamut, the 
last major point of anti- - 
Russian resistance in the low- 
lands of Cbechenya, a tiny 
Muslim republic in the south 
of the Russian Federation. 

Chechen Press said in a 
statement sent to AFP that 
Russian forces opened artil- 
lery fire on Bamnt at 10:00 
p.m. (1900 GMT) and con- 
tinued for three hours, before 
beginning a ground attack. ■ 

As many as 4,000 Russian 
soldiers took part in the 
attempt to storm Bamut, 
then withdrew at 5:00 a.m. 
(0200 GMT), Interfax News 
Agency said, quoting' 
Chechen commanders. 


Russian planes and heli- 
copters attacked after the 
ground troops pulled back, 
the Chechens said. 

Separatist President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev and his 
military commander Aslan 
Maskhadov visited the guer- 
rinas^m Bamut Monday and' 
left shortly before the shell- 
ing started, Chechen Press 
said. 

On Sunday, Russian forces 
called off an assault on 
Bamut, 50 kilometres south- 
west of Grozny, doe to in- 
tense resistance, but said they 
would launch another attack. 

Russian soldiers, who en- 
tered Cbechenya on Dec. 11 
to crush Mr. Dudayev’s inde- 
pendence drive, control all 
the major towns in the repub- 
lic and the guerrillas only 
operate freely in the moun- 
tains. 

However, minor clashes 
take place daily in the major 
towns already captured by 
the Russians. 

Earlier Tuesday, Russian 
offidals said two of their sol- 
diers were killed and five 
wounded when their 
armoured personnel carrier 
hit a mine in western 
Checbenya, about 10 
kilometres north of Bamut. 

And Chechen fighters 
opened fire on two check- 
points in Grozny, which has 
been in Russian hands since 
mid-February, Monday, In- 
terfax said. 


Bamut has been under 
attack by vastly superior Rus- 
sian forces for three months. 

After the failed attempt to 
storm Bamut Sunday, Rus- 
sian officials said they were 
waiting for a mediation 
attempt by village elders be- 
fore 'launching another 
attack. 

Military operations were 
suspended because village 
elders said they would try to 
persuade the Chechen fight- 
ers to abandon their struggle, 
said a Russian government 
spokesman, quoted by Inter- 
fax News Agency. 

Interfax said Monday that 
a “conference of representa- 
tives of the Chechen people” 
was due to take-place Friday. 

But neither side seems 
likely to negotiate. 

The Chechen sources cited 
by Interfax Tuesday said the 
elders were making no effort 
, to intervene because after the 
alleged Russian massacres in 
the bearby village of Samash- 
Id a week ago, the Russian 
ride could not be trusted. 

And despite their state- 
ments that military opera- 
tions were being suspended, 
Russian forces near Bamut 
fired artillery shells into the 
woods around the village to 
prevent about 400 Chechen 
fighters from reinforcing the 
village Monday. Interfax 
said. 

Meanwhile Russian Fore- 


ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
said Tuesday that Moscow 
could not rule out the use of 
force to protect the rights of 
ethnic Russians living in for- 
mer Soviet republics, Inter- 
fax reported. 

“There may be cases when 
die use of direct military 
force will be needed to de- 
fend our compatriots 
abroad,” die agency quoted 
him as telling a conference in 
Moscow. 

More than 20 million 
ethnic Russians live in the 
Baltic states of Estonia, Lat- 
via and Lithuania and in the 
countries of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) grouping all other ex- 
Soviet republics. 

“The plight of Rossian- 
speakers in many OS states * 
is still unsatisfactory,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said, adding there 
was a wide range of other 
means to protect Russians 
abroad including diplomatic, 
pplitical and economic press- 
ure. 

, Moscow has accused sever- 
al states of discriminating 
against ethnic Russians. Hie 
latest hot issue is the Ukrai- 
nian peninsula of Crimea, 
where Russians make up the 
majority of the population. 

Mr. Kozyrev sought to play 
down differences between 
Moscow and Kiev, but told 
Ukraine to respect the will of 
the Crimean population. 


Moscow rushes to prepare for Victory Day bash 


MOSCOW (AP) — On the 
windy hill where Napoleon 
once waited for the keys to 
Moscow, an army of workers 
is rushing to finish a park. 
Celebrating Russia's victory 
over another invader from 
the west: Nazi Germany. 

With bricks, brooms and 
welding torches, construction 
crew. Monday were prepar- 
ing foT perhaps the biggest 
bash Moscow has been in a 
hundred years. 

More than 50 world leaders 
plan to attend the 50th 
anniversary of Victory Day 
on May 9, and Moscow has 
mobilised its forces to turn 
the capital’s moonscape of 
mud and grime into a gleam- 
ing showcase of the new 
Russia. 

Workers are pruning trees, 
scrubbing statues and paint- 
ing anything that stands still. 
Striped lane markers have 
reappeared on a number of 
Moscow roads, although 
most drivers pretend they ha- 
ven't. Even the capital’s 
Soviet hammer-and-sickle 
monuments are getting the 
once-over.^ The only things 
missing are green grass /md 
leaves on the trees, but spring 
is rumoured to be on the Way. 

“The last time Moscow saw 
something like this was in 
1896 for the coronation of 
Nicholas II,” the daily Izves- 
tia said recently. 

Moscow thought it would 
play host to the world during 
the 1980 Olympics, but its 


cleanup campaign meant lit- 
tle after the United States led 
a boycott to protest the 
Soviet invasion of Afgha- 
nistan. 

This year, the fighting in 
Chechenya made President 
Bill Clinton and other leaders 
reluctant to come to Moscow 
to honour the Russian milit- 
ary machine. President Boris 
Yeltsin finally agreed to orga- 
nise two parades: / 'ne, for the 
foreign guests, wt feature 
veterans on Red Squi. .; the 
other will send tanks and 
other military hardware past 
the new memorial park being 
built in western Moscow. 

At the moment, the park at 
Poklannaya Gora is a chaotic 
construction site swarming 
with hundreds of carpenters, 
bricklayers, welders and sol- 
diers. A new gold-domed 
catherdal and towering obel- 
isk have shot up with breath- 
taking speed, especially con- 
sidering that the project first 
began under the Communists 
in 1983. The Soviet politburo 
halted construction in 1987 
after public protests over its 
design. There was little 
money or enthusiasm for the 
memorial until Moscow 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov took 
office in 1992. 

“We’ve been waiting for 
this monument to be built a 
long rime," said Ivan Kuli- 
kov, a 68-year-old veteran 
who was strolling past the rite 
Monday. “Now it's being 
built — it is finally coming 


true." 

Construction workers say 
Mr. Luzhkov visits the site 
daily to inspect their prog- 
ress’. 

“There is a lot of pressure 
on us, and we’ve had to work 
extra shifts," said Sergei 
Anokhin, a 48-year-old mas- 
ter welder. He and his crew 
were working on the 141- 
metre tall pillar that towers 
over the church, a sprawling 
war museum and decorative 
fountains. 

“We understand our re- 
sponsibility,” Mr. Anokhin 
said. “We don’t need any 
extra motivation. We under- 
stand what this holiday 
means for all of us.” 

Nearby, workers were 
building bleachers along the 
parade route. At the trium- 
phal arch, which commemo- 
rates Russia’s victory over 
Napolean, crew have been 
using high-pressure water 
hoses to blast away the 
grime. 

Some cynical Muscovites 
have seen it all before: Last- 
minute paint jobs that begin 
peeling shortly after the holi- 
days, new buildings that im- 
mediately look decades old, 
dirt that returns — always. 

“This will all immediately 
be forgotten after May 9,’’ 
said 65-year-old Vladimir 
Fedonov. “This will be co- 
vered with cigarette butts and 
the trash -will be left for days. 


After the holiday, it will be as 
dirty as it always is in 
Moscow." 

President Yeltsin will gram 
a Victory Day arhnestv to 
World War II veterans serv- 
ing time in prison, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency said 
Monday. 

The amnesty will cover 
people serving sentences of 
five yearc or less, the report 
said. Mr. Yeltsin is expected 
to grant the amnesty on May 
9, the day Russia celebrates 
the 50th anniversary of the 
end of World War II. 

ITAR-TASS did nof say 
how many war veterans 
might got free under the 
amnesty. 

Russian Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomyrdin said 
Tuesday the wartime role of 
dictator Josef Stalin should 
not be underestimated, de- 
spite mistakes that left the 
Soviet Union vulnerable to 
Nazi attack. 

“While noting all the talent 
and good deeds of our Soviet 
commanders, we must not 
stay silent about the import- 
ance of the deeds in the 
Great Patriotic War of Josef 
Vissarionovich Stalin. It 
would not be fair or just,” 
Mr. Chernomyrdin told a 
conference. 

His surprising plaudit for 
the now-disgraced dtaator 
drew long applause from 
veterans at the conference on 
the lessons of World War II. 
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Environmental alarms 

A MASTER’S degree dissertation submitted 
recently by a student to the Faculty of Engineer- 
ing at the University of Jordan made new and 
additional revelation on car emissions that are 
both shocking and challenging. The research 
paper first outlined the extent of the crisis by 
providing salient data ranging from the fact that 
vehicle population in the country increased by 90 
folds since the 1950s and that 70 per cent of these 
automobiles are registered in Amman. Yet the 
more troubling information is the disclosure that 
49 per cent of all cars in the Kingdom still emit 
poisonous gases, such as carbon dioxide in 
amounts tha t are mn^ hi ghe r than interna- 
tionally permitted and 60 per cent of all diesel 
engines eject black smoke in amounts also 
exceeding all acceptable standards. 

Ironically, these new schoiary findings coin- 
cide with the convening of a seminar mi danger- 
ous emissions by the Engineers Association which 
also highlighted the problem associated with 
industrial pollution and wastes as well as with the 
contamination of agriculture by the abuse of 
insecticides and pesticides. Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment Nader 
Thuheirat was more than candid in describing 
the extent of the national negligence even on the 
purity and quality of our drinking water. The 
minister’s punch line, though, was his contention 
that 80-90 per cent of cancer cases in the country 
are attributable to pollution and contamination 
of the air we breathe, the water we drink and the 
food we eat. 

In retrospect, these findings only confirm what 
we have always suspected. Jordan is simply 
lagging behind other countries in its legislation 
on the environment. Mr. Thuheirat called for an 
early enactment of the draft law on environment 
protection and we hope, therefore, that Parlia- 
ment would take action on the draft law when it 
reconvenes. 

What is even more urgent is the enforcement of 
already existing environment protection mea- 
sures. The government’s interest in protecting 
the environment appears to be slackening instead 
of increasing, judging by the feeble way it 
enforces even existing half-baked laws. Take, for 
example, car emissions, which have been targe- 
ted on previous occasions by the Traffic Depart- 
ment. At best, the sporadic surveillance of the 
problem was inconsequential since cars still emit 
black smoke and poisonous gases as ever before. 
Recently, unleaded fuel was introduced to the 
market but this much belated step was not 
coupled with any marked publicity campaign to 
encourage the import of cars which can use 
unleaded gasoline only. More environment- 
conscious nations stopped the importation of 
automobiles using leaded benzine a long time 
ago. This much we can do with little or no cost 
since the price tag of unleaded engines is not 
higher than ordinary ones. Lower custom duties 
on cars would also mean the phasing out of old 
cars, which are the main source of dangerous 
emissions. All in all, there is a lot more that we 
can and ought to do that we are not doing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ral Arabic daily Tuesday 


uiumupai cicmous suneumeu ior juiy mis year, expressing 
disappointment with the poor public turnout for voter 
registration. Tareq Masarweh said that should the rate of 
voter registration remain at this low level, it would be far 
better for the government to postpone the municipal 
elections. If the Jordanian citizens are not interested in 
choosing their representatives to run municipal services, 
why should the government bother to organise the elec- 
tions at all, said the writer. He said the government could 
appoint public officials who can ran municipalities in 
accordance with its own plans and in a manner that is 
considered most suitable for the local communities, if 
people are not interested in the elections. 

TAHER AL Adwan, a columnist in A1 Dustour daily, 
commented on die meeting in New York by delegates from 
various nations to discuss the extension of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). It is regrettable, said the 
writer, that the Arab League and the Non-Aligned 
Movement have no say in the meeting as they are all 
infl uenced by the decisions of the major world powers, 
particularly the United States. Therefore, die developing 
nations are bound to agree to die extension despite their 
knowledge that Israel, which posseses nuclear weapons, 
continues to refuse to sign the accord in defiance of the 
world community, 'said the writer. The New York meeting 
will no doubt be influenced by Washington and world 
Zionism; and the Arab states, along with the other 
developing nations, will have no choice but to succumb to 
the American-Zionist will, according to the writer. 
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Milosevic believes time on his side 


By Sean Maguire 
Renter 

BELGRADE — Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic is banking on 
Western eagerness for a 
peace deal in Bosnia at 
almost any price to deliver 
his long-term goal of re- 
gional supremacy, diplo- 
mats say. 

He calculates that inter- 
national frustration at his 
failure to recognise Bosnia 
will fade, the Bosnian war 
will end in his favour and 
that sanctions will crumble, 
leaving him paramount 
leader in the Balkans. 

“Milosevic thinks time is 
on his side," said one West- 
ern diplomat reflecting on 
the stalemated peace pro- 
cess. 

The U.N.’s powerless- 
ness to answer the weekend 
sniping deaths of two 
French peacekeepers illus- 
trated the International pa- 
ralysis in Bosnia, which 
Mr. Milosevic exploits. 

“He feels it works to his 
advantage, that in the long- 
term he can duck sanctions, 
change rulers in Pale (the 
Bosnian Serb capital), hold 
onto the Krajina (Croa- 
tian) Serbs and end up with 
a de facto greater Serbia," 
the diplomat said. 


Mr. Milosevic last week 
rebuffed peace envoys to 
travelled to Belgrade to 
offer him a partial suspen- 
sion of crippling trade sanc- 
tions in exchange for recog- 
nising Bosnia’s independ- 
ence. 

Both France and the Un- 
ited States expressed ex-, 
asperation at his. stance,' 
accusing him of blocking 
peace efforts and warning 
' he would be responsible if 
all-out war broke out in 
Bosnia this summer. 

Their outbursts indicated 
how firmly the big power 
“Contact Group” trying to 
forge a peace settlement in 
Bosnia sees Mr. Milosevic 
as the only tool they have 
to influence the obstinate 
Bosnian Serbs, wbo re- 
fused to accept a peace 
deal. 

Diplomats say Mr. 
Milosevic is trying to en- 
gineer Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic’s dis- 
missal and install puppets 
wbo will accept the-Contact 
Group plan. 

The deal gives the Serbs 
half of Bosnia bound in 
only the loosest of unions 
to the Muslim-led Sarajevo 
government. 

The West needs Mr. 
Milosevic to oust Mr. 
Karadzic and it is this vital 


role which he will exploit to 
keep the Contact Group, 
increasingly desperate to 
end the war, coming back 
to his door to discuss sanc- 
tions and recognition. 

“The process will keep 
going, we'll continue to en- 
gage with him,” said one 
weary diplomat who earned 
further concessions would be 
made soon to encourage 
Mr. Milosevic’s coopera- 
tion. 

Mr. Milosevic argues 
both that he has no role in 
Bosnia, hence sanctions 
imposed for interference in 
foe war there should be 
lifted, and that recognition 
cannot happen until the 
political status of Serb com- 
munities in Croatia and Bos- 
nia is resolved. 

The apparent contradic- 
tion between a strong Serb 
interest but no interference 
in Bosnia reflects a desire 
to be rid of sanctions but 
not at the cost of abandon- 
ing the primary war aim of 
tying together Serb-held, 
lands. 

If the political cost of 
winning sanctions relief is 
too high, Mr. Milosevic is 
gambling that his ravaged 
economy can survive the 
crippling embargo, im- 
posed in 1992, for a while 
longer. 


Ttae sanctions regime 
may collapse in any case, 
with the neighbouring 
states whose economies 
bear the brunt of enforcing 
foe trade embargo refusing 
to pay the cost, diplomats 
fear. 

Whether sanctions with- 
er or end by international 
order it is doubtful they will 
stop Mr. Milosevic from 
gaining control over client 
Serb states in Bosnia and 
possibly Croatia, giving 
him the “greater Serbia" 
he publically denies is his 
goal. 

If he succeeds in remov- 
ing Mr. Karadzic foe half of 
Bosnia that will fall to the 
Serbs in foe Contact Group 
peace plan will be under his 
effective rule. Mr. 
Milosevic also controls the 
rebel Serbs who rule a third 
of Croatia. 

Belgrade diplomats re- 
fuse to bet who will win in a 
war of nerves between foe 
West and the; master poli- 
tical strategician of the Bal- 
kans. 

Mr. Milosevic is showing 
supreme confidence still," 
said one Western envoy. 
“He hasn't had to make 
many concessions yet and 
bis confidence is so great it 
borders on arrogance.” 


Yen’s rise, dollar’s fall 
cause mixed fallout in Asia 


By Paul Alexander 

The Associated Press 

SEOUL — Not everyone is 
crying about the yen's re- 
cent jump and the dollar's 
plunge. A withering breeze 
to some around Asia, the 
wild currency fluctuations 
springs windfalls on others. 

Winners range from 
South Korean carmakers to 
Thai resorts to the Rolling 
Stones touring Japan. Los- 
ers include Japanese expor- 
ters and countries paying 
off loam in yen. 

Singapore's good news- 
bad news story is typical in 
Asia. Its dollar has gone up 
against the greenback and 
down against the yen. 

“The net impact will be a 
mixed bag,” said Man mi n- 
dar Singh, senior economist 
at Nomura Research Insti- 
tute in Singapore. “But we 
are not too worried about 
it. We are still fairly com- 
petitive.” 

About 22 per cent of 
Singapore’s imports are 
from Japan, which the ris- 
ing yen will make more 
expensive. But the stronger 
Singapore dollar will effec- 
tively neutralise rises for 
importers of U.S. dollar- 
priced goods and help keep 
a lid on inflation. 

It will take months for 
the fallout to trickle down 
completely, but some peo- 
ple are being hit now. 

“The short-term answer 
is, it is hurting us,” said 
Toyota Australia spokes- 
man Patrick Neville, whose 
company faces price rises of 
8 per cent to 10 per cent in 
the coming months. 

1 Tan Chong and Sons 
Motor Co., which distri- 
butes Nissan cars in Singa- 
pore, already has raised 
prices once and plans 
another hike by next week. 

Hong Kong electronics 
importer Anthony Cheung, 
who originally took a wait- 
and-see approach, has been 
forced to increase the price 
of T.V. sets with Jspaaeswiade 
picture tubes. 


As foe cost of overseas 
travel for Japanese goes 
down, hoteliers and travel 
agents around Asia are 
marketing vacations target- 
ing Japanese tourists. Thai- 
land, with its highly de- 
veloped resort industry, 
stands to benefit in particu- 
lar. 

Some countries will come 
out ahead as industries seek 
cheaper places to operate. 

Singh said Singapore can 
look forward to more high- 
end investments by 
Japanese companies in re- 
search and development 
and high-tech production. 

China could benefit, too, 
but will have to do more to 
cut costs, raise efficiency 
and improve product quali- 
ty, said Chen Wenjing, de- 
puty chief and senior eco- 
nomist with the Trade 
Ministry’s International 
Trade Research Institute. 

On the down side, China. 
Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Jordan and other 
countries have loans in yen 
that have skyrocketed in 
value almost overnight. 

While stressing its ability 
to repay, China has repe- 
atedly appealed to Japan to 
reduce the burden of its 
1.6$ trillion yen (S20 bil- 
lion) debt. Yen loans 
account for 40 per cent of 
China's national debt. 

“It is true that China and 
some other countries are 
making such requests," 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono said. “But we 
have been telling them that 
we cannot easily act at this 
point.” 

Analysts say Indonesia's 
debts go up at least $300 
million for every 1 per cent 
that the yen rises against 
foe dollar. 

“A prolonged fall of the 
dollar.., will squeeze our 
economy... and the govern- 
ment sector will be forced 
to contract public sending,” 
said Pande R. Silalahi, an 
economist at Indonesia's 
Centre for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies. 


Indonesian Finance 
Minister Marie Muhammad 
said agencies like the World 
Bank and foe Asian De- 
velopment Bank will be 
lobbied to make their loans 
in U.S. dollars. 

Taiwan worries that its 
goods will be replaced by 
cheaper Chinese and Mex- 
ican products in the U.S. 
market. Its currency, which 
has been rising against the 
U.S. dollar since 1987, has 
appreciated another 4 per 
cent against the greenback 
since January. 

“If foe dollar's decline 
continues, we may see 
another economic reshuf- 
fling like what happened in 
1985 when the yen last 
soared," said Tsai Hung- 
Ming. an economist at the 
Federation of Industries. 

The 1985 yen apprecia- 
tion boosted the exports of 
Taiwan, South Korea and 
other newly industrialised 
nations. The dollar's de- 
cline this time could give 
rise to new economic pow- 
ers such as China, India. 
Vietnam and Thailand, Mr. 
Tsai said. 

Hong Kong's main fear is 
that because its currency is 
pegged to foe U.S. (foliar, 
foehigher yen will fuel in- 
flation. Ian Perkin, chief 
economist at the Hong 
Kong General Chamber of 
Commerce, sees it reaching 
9.8 per cent at the end of 
year. Before the yen shot 
up, the government had 
projected 8.5 per cent 

The plus side, analysts 
say, is that it may give a 
boost to Chinese products 
competing with Japan’s. 
Chinese manufacturing is 
crucial for Hong Kong, 
which reexports much of 
foe production. 

South Korean businesses, 
which have been challeng- 
ing Japan in electronics, 
computer chips, cars and 
bulk carrier ships, are sali- 
vating over the higher yen. 

“South Korea probably 
will become the biggest be- 
neficiary," said Kwon 
Soon- Woo, a fellow at foe 


Samsung Economic Re- 
search Institute, ran by the 
country's largest con- 
glomerate. 

“We don’t see any im- 
mediate windfalls yet, but if 
the high-yen trend con- 
tinues. the effects will show 
in the coming months.” 

The Korea Automobile 
Industry Association this 
week raised its export 
target from 850.000 cars to 
nearly 1 million because of 
the rising yen. 

Selling electronics, to 
Japan may sound like sell- 
ing coal to Newcastle, but 
the Japanese increasingly 
are looking to South Korea 
and other countries. 

South Korea's Daewoo 
Electronics’ colour televi- 
sion plant can't accept new 
orders because it's running 
24 hours a day already. It 
exports TVs to Japan. 

In Japan, people who are 
paid in dollars are being 
squeezed, although many 
companies are making 
adjustments. 

U.S. air force Maj. Kevin 
Krejcarek said he feels foe 
pinch when he buys local 
fish and fresh vegetables. 
But he said the military 
makes regular cost-of-living 
adjustments. 

“Will people be affected 
by change? Yes. Will they 
be affected greatly? We 
hope not,” Mr. Krejcarek 
said. “People who spend a 
lot of yen will feel the pinch 
more, mostly single people 
who go out to nightclubs 
and things like that." 

One of the earliest win- 
ners in the yen’s rise was 
foe Rolling Stones. 

The band reaped a wind- 
fall by negotiating recent 
concert stops in yen, 
Japan's Nikkei weekly re- 
ported. Between the ‘con- 
tract signing and when they 
were paid, the rising yen 
added an estimated $2 mil- 
lion to the deal. 

It sounds like Mick J ag- 
ger’s studies at the London 
School of Economics paid 
off. 


By John V. Whitbeck 
THE GO-slow pace of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s intertwined “peace 
process” and reelection 
strategy has been premised 
on the belief that his and his 
party’s electoral prospects 
would be enhanced by tak- 
ing no steps and saying and 
doing nothing which could 
seriously upset any signifi- 
cant Israeli constituency 
prior to the 1996 Knesset 
elections. This strategy has 
been pursued without any 
apparent concern for its 
predictably catastrophic 
effects on Palestinian atti- 
tudes towards a “peace pro- 
cess” which does not 
appear to be leading any- 
where they wish to go. With 
the current “peace process” 
stalled on the brink of an 
explosive collapse and with 
foe Labour Party trailing 
disastrously in the polls, foe 
bankruptcy of this strategy 
is dear. Paradoxically, this 
opens up the possibility of a 
dramatic acceleration of foe 
actual achievement of 
peace. 

Purely personal and par- 
tisan political calculations 
now demand that the Israeli 
government promptly begin 
“permanent status” nego- 
tiations with foe Palesti- 
nians with a view to 
reaching a true peace agree- 
ment before 1996 elections 
and to making those elec- 
tions a straight choice be- 
tween peace, on agreed 
terms, and renewed con- 
frontation. Faced with such 
a choice, Israeli voters 
might well accept terms 
which opinion polls show 
them rejecting today. 

When Israelis and 
Palestinians express their 
disillusionment with the 
fruits of “peace" or bemoan 
the agonising slowness, 
threatened breakdown or 
pointless continuation of 
talks, they are victims of a 
fundamental semantic error 
and a dangerous political 
misconception. Not only is 
there no peace but peace 
talks between Israel and foe 
Palestinians have not yet 
begun. The Declaration of 
Pnncflcs signed in Septem- 
ber 1993 provides that 
negotiations on all the 
essential issues- on which 
peace depends (Jerusalem, 
settlers, refugees and bor- 
ders) are to begin “as soon 
as possible” but not later 
than a date which, due to 
earlier delays in im- 
plementing the Declara- 
tion, has become May 4, 
1996. 

Tt is widely assumed that 
Mr. Rabin plans to refuse 
to begin true peace talks at 
least until May 1996 (pre- 
sumably on foe grounds 
that it would be “impossi- 
ble” to begin them sooner) 
and, if rejected, to drag 
them out at least until the 
May 1999 deadline for their 
conclusion. No “peace pro- 
cess” coukfsurvive so long. 
Procrastination and delay 
are not the friends of peace. 
They are its worst enemies. 
Each day that passes with- 
out any progress towards 
peace (as opposed to sus- 
taining a process that de- 
creasing minorities on both 
sides believe could ever 
lead to peace) destroys con- 
fidence rather than builds 
it, feeds frustration and de- 
spair and encourages vio- 
lence. 

On a practical and tech- 
nical level, negotiations on 
“interim status” were al- 
ways destined to be vastly 
more complex and difficult 


LETTERS 

Tennis team 
needs help 

To the Editor: 

I READ with interest a report by your staff reporter, i 
Aleen Bannayan, on Jordan’s participation in the just- 
concluded Davis Cup competition in Dubai (Jordan Tunes,' 
April 15). , - 

I wish to thank you for covering the event exactly when , 
most of the other Jordanian media totally ignored it 
Ms. Bannayan indicates rightly that there will not be a 
bright future for our Jordanian Davis Cup team, and tennis 
in Jordan as a whole, as long as the team lacks competitive 
contacts, training and support of the public, officials and ■ 
the media. 

However, I would like to point out that foe writer 
mistakenly reported that Imad Abu Hamda and Khaled 
Nafa'a lost the doubles match against Bangladesh, while it 
was Abu Hamda and Khaled Husseini who were defeated 
3-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

As to Khaled Husseini, I wish to say that he is not a total 
newcomer lacking competitive match experience; he surely 
needs further support and competition, but if we are w 
judge by his record, be is one of California's schools’ top 
ranked players and is 10-1 for the state's top-ranked tea® 
this season. . 

Mann K. Husseini} I 
Amm an- 

Editor's note: We regret the fact that the Jordan Times vas 
unable to correct the error made originally by the news 
agency which reported the results of the event from Doha ■ 
concerning Mr. Husseini '$ name . 
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Peace - sooner J 
or never 


than true peace talks. The 
negotiators are asked to 
start together down a road 
to God only knows where 
since they aren’t allowed to 
discuss where the road 
leads and everyone fears 
foe worst. They are asked 
to take steps forward 
together when each side 
wishes to go in a different 
direction and arrive at a 
different destination. AD 
disclaimers to foe contrary 
notwithstanding, everyone 
knows that any concession 
made in an “interim status” 
agreement will have an im- 
pact on “permanent sta- 
tus". All the the “perma- 
nent status'’ problems axe 
thus added to all the ex- i 
traordinarily awkward 
aspects of structuring 
coexistence during an “in- 
terim period” m which i 
Israeli settlers and mflhaiy 
forces are to remain in the 
occupied territories. 

Time to talk peace 

In these circumstances, K 
is remarkable that, since 
September 1993, any “in- 
terim status” agreements, 
however unsatisfactory, 
have been reached at all. 
Yet foe further “interim 
status” negotiations that lie 
ahead promise to be even 
more difficult. It is hi gf i 
time to call a halt to this 
ill-conceived, confidence- 
destroying and near- 
impossible exercise and to 
start true peace talks. Even 
if a true peace agreement 
needed to be implemented 
in stages, negotiating tire 
modalities of those stages 
would be immensely simpli- 
fied if foe destination were 
agreed and known. 

The critical problems 
which must be resolved if a 
true Israeli-Palestinian 
peace is ever to be achieved 
are already wellknown. So 
are their potential solu- 
tions. The obtacles are 
more political and psycho- 
logical than practical or , 
technical. There is tittle 
reason to believe that die i 
passage of time will make 
these problems easier to re- 
solve and ample evidence 
that it aggravates them and 
mil continue to do so. Even 
if a further four years were 
available in which to agree 
on bow a true peace was to 
be structured, such a delay 
would not be necessary or 
even helpful. 

If the leaderships which 
the Israeli and Palestinian 
peoples now have cannot 
advance their n on-sacred 
deadline and reach a true 
peace agreement between 
now (or, ideally, the 
prompt holding of the 
Palestinian elections origi- 
nally scheduled for last 
July) and next year's Israeli 
elections, then peace is 
simply not possible. What 
are foe arguments — prac- 
tical, ethical or electoral — 
for refusing even to try? 
Israeli-Palestinian peace is 
not inevitable. It is not a 
question of “sooner or la- 
ter”. It may well be a ques- 
tion of "sooner or never”. 

If Mr. Rabin offered his 
people peace and they 
accepted, he would be 
Israel's greatest state man. 
If be offered them peace 
and they turned it down, be 
would at least go down in 
history as a leader who tried 
to do the right thing and 
dared to truly lead. 

John V. Whitbeck is an 
international lawyer in 
Paris. The above article is 
reprinted from Middle East 
International. 
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(Coadncied from page l) 

such visits reflected the 
strong relations and coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 
those countries. 

The King said bis meetings 
with the political, economic 
and intellectual leaders of 
those countries reflected 
their countries' respect for 
Jordan and the Kingdom's 


democratic inarch, respect 
for human rights and free- 
doms and efforts to achieve 
justice and peace. 

The King also listened to 
briefings by several ministers 
on various issues, including 
the July 11 municipal elec- 
tions, economic and financial 
issues and development 
plans. 


5 U.S. confident of NPT extension 
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(Confirmed from page 1) 

countries. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Sbimon Peres said Iran's 
efforts to acquire nuclear 
capability are aimed at des- 
troying Israel. 

Mr. Peres told Israel Radio 
that Iran, which has signed 
the NPT, “is spitting on what 
it signs. It is a country that 
cheats. Everything it says is 
not worth a clove of garlic. In 
reality, it is working in a 
number of ways to acquire a 
nuclear option." 

“This is a country that says 
publicly that it intends to 
destroy another people," Mr. 
Peres said. “In order to real- 
ise its threat it is trying to 
acquire a nuclear option and 
smuggle information and 
nuclear materials." 

Iran's nuclear sites are reg- 
ularly inspected by the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy 
Agency, which says it has 
found no evidence of a milit- 
ary programme. 

But U.S. officials are scep- 
tical, and are trying to press- 
ure China and Russia to stop 
helping it acquire nuclear 
technology. China rejected 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher's personal 
appeal Monday to abandon a 
proposed nuclear deal. 

"We regard Iran as a state 
that is projecting terrorism 
throughout the Middle East 


and other parts of the 
world," Mr. Christopher said 
in New York. 

“We regard it as a country 
that is trying to undermine 
the peace process ... and 
trying to go forward with 
development of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“We feel no nation ought 
to go forward with nuclear 
cooperation with Iran ... it is 
too dangerous to do so." 

Israel, which is widely be- 
lieved to have a nuclear 
stockpile, has refused to sign 
the treaty. 

Syria slammed the pressure 
on Arab countries to agree to 
an indefinite extension of the 
NPT saying it would refuse to 
sign until Israel joins. 

“Some parties are applying 
strong pressure on the Arabs 
to force them to sign the NPT 
while making excuses for 
Israel not to join,” the gov- 
ernment daily Tishrin said. 

Tishrin said the “current 
situation in the Middle East 
forces the Arabs to defend 
themselves by all means.” 

. It said the real aim was to 
“prevent the Arabs from us- 
ing nuclear power for civilian 
means and to stop them de- 
veloping it." 

“The international com- 
munity must force Israel to 
sign the NPT otherwise Syria 
will not join," the paper 
ddded. 


Iraqi assembly debates deal 

(Continued from page 1) 


telling the committee the goal 
behind the "U.S.. decision" 
was “not to limit or end the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
but it is a malicious attempt" 
to avoid lifting sanctions. 

INA said the various com- 
mittees would discuss the re- 
solution this week before a 
full meeting of the assembly 
— expected next week — to 
gjve Iraq's final position. 

In Washington on Mon- 
day, State Department 
spokeswoman Christine Shel- 


ly said Iraq's reported rejec- 
tion of the resolution proved 
Baghdad did not care about 
the suffering of its people (see 
page 21. 

The United Nations had 
not so far received “a formal 
written response from the 
government of Iraq as to 
their acceptance or non- 
acceptance of that resolu- 
tion," spokesman Joe Sills 
said, but he referred to news 
repons that it had been 
turned down. 


ft Hebron mayor assails curfew 


(Continued from page 1) 

Bank town. 

Right-wingers and settlers 
carried banners against any 
government attempt to re- 
move the 415 Israelis who 
live in fortified compounds in 
the city. 

At least three Jews stopped 
to urinate in the doors of 
Arab homes, watched by an 


AFP photographer. 

After Passover religious 
services at the Ibrabimi Mos- 
que, which was closed to 
Muslims, the Israelis mar- 
ched to a neighbouring Jew- 
ish quarter and laid a founda- 
tion stone in memory of two 
settlers killed a month ago. 

Five families will live in the 
new building, settler spokes- 
man Noam Anion said. 


Crown Prince in Doha 


(Cbatimud from page 1) 

Calling for a greater mea- 
sure of inter- Arab coopera- 
tion in trade, the Crown 
Prince noted that inter-Arab 
trade does nor exceed 10 per 
cent of the Arab countries' 


trade with the rest of the 
world. 

Prince Hassan also called 
for cooperation among coun- 
tries around the Mediterra- 
nean Sea and between the 
countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa. 



Kobe residents wait in line to receive water after the earthquake that led to severe public criticism of the government for its handling of the crisis (AFP photo) 


As Kobe rises from devastation, 
Japan ponders the aftershocks 


By Eric Talmadge 

The Associated Press 

KOBE, Japan — The 
pounding of jack hammers 
and wrecking balls are a 
constant backdrop, not the 
wail of sirens. Free lunches 
are no longer given out at 
the headquarters of local 
gangsters, who have re- 
turned to their usual en- 
deavours. 

Three months after suf- 
fering Japan’s worst earth- 
quake in more than 70 
years, Kobe remains a city 
of devastation. But among 
the flattened buildings and 
twisted concrete, this once 
scenic port also presents a 
lesson in survival. 

To those who were here 
when Kobe lay crushed and 
burning Jan. 17 — with 
more than 5,500 people 
dead and S120 billion in 
physical damage — the 
speed and extent^ of the 
recovery already made is 
striking. 

But there have been 
negative surprises as well. 
One of the most ominous 
was discovering the vulner- 
ability of structures on re- 
claimed land, which is wide- 
ly used in coastal cities of 
this crowded nation. On the 
national level, the govern- 
ment has proven less able to 
deal quickly with major 
emergencies than many 


Japanese hoped. 

In the centre of it all, 
however, the mood is one 
of determination. 

After round-the-clock 
efforts, the bullet trains 
once again pass through 
Kobe linking Japan east 
and west, and the madden- 
ing traffic jams that halted 
even ambulances after the 
quake are gone. 

Thousands who sat out- 
side shattered homes bewil- 
dered and dishevelled now 
rush to work every morn- 
ing, their suits and dresses 
clean and neat. Children 
are back in their school 
uniforms, books in hand. 

At city hall there is a 
growing sense of optimism, 
a feeling that the real recov- 
ery question isn’t whether, 
but when. 

“We hope to have all the 
basics, the infrastructure, 
completely restored in 
another two years," said 
Koichi Yokoyama. an offi- 
cial at the Earthquake 
Damage Recovery Depart- 
ment whose office over- 
looks Kobe’s still idle port. 

Of course, for thousands 
of families, life will never 
be the same. 

The quake forced more 
than 250,000 people to seek 
emergency shelter in school 
gymnasiums, community 
centres and tents on river 
banks. About 40,000. like 
Haruyuki Matsuoka, re- 


main there. 

Unlike most of the peo- 
ple who returned home 
once water and heating 
were restored. Mr. Mat- 
suoka has no home to re- 
turn to. His business, a pub- 
lic bath.-'was also destroyed. 

*T still haven't got the 
foggiest idea what I'm going 
to do,” he said, sitting 
alongside his wife and three 
small children in a park 
with hundreds of other 
homeless eating a soupy 
lunch provided by the gov- 
ernment. 

Kobe has erected 40,000 
temporary homes and 
appropriated tens of 
thousands of existing, but 
unused, housing units. City 
hall hopes to find more 
housing for the remaining 
refugees by summer. 

Finding them jobs is 
another matter. 

“It's difficult," said Mr. 
Yokoyama. “But we be- 
lieve that the faster we can 
get the infrastructure back, 
the faster businesses will be 
able to start up again, and 
thus sjarr generating jobs.” 

Because the Japanese 
archipelago straddles three 
tectonic plates and is one of 
the world's most 
earthquake-prone regions, 
the psychological jolt from 
Kobe is still being -felt 
nationwide. 

Bookstores across the 
country now devote shelves 


to manuals on quake surviv- 
al, first-person accounts of 
the Kobe horror, predic- 
tions of where the “big 
one" will hit next. 

Tokyo, which in 1923 was 
hit by a quake and subse-* 
quent fires that killed some 
142,000 people, tops many 
of the lists of most-likely 
spots. According to one 
theory of historical cycles, a 
major quake is due in the 
capital every 70 to 80 years. 

Concerns over a per- 
ceived lack of political lead- 
ership have deepened the 
general anxiety. 

Slammed for his adminis- 
tration's poorly coordinated 
handling of the Kobe 
emergency in its early 
stages. Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama has 
ordered reviews of conting- 
ency plans for everything 
from quickly ordering up 
emergency rescue teams to 
procuring’ recovery funds. 

In the meantime, new 
problems have appeared. 

Although economists had 
predicted rebuilding Kobe 
would give Japan's still 
sluggish economy a boost, 
they now say the recent rise 
of the yen to a record high 
against the U.S. dollar 
could offset the quake- 
recovery impetus. 

The stronger yen eats 
into the profits of Japanese 
exporters, and Mr. 
Murayama has been criti- 


cised for failing to slow its 
rise. Some political analysts 
believe that barring a 
dramatic improvement, he 
could be out of a job as 
early as this summer. 

“The view that politics 
generally is not working 
properly, that it is incapable 
of making quick decisions, 
has quickly spread," said 
Kenzo Uchida, a well- 
known political commenta- 
tor. 

In government minis- 
tries, agencies and depart- 
ments, the wheels of change 
are indeed turning slowly. 

Hideaki Iwasaki of the 
construction ministry, 
which sets national building 
codes, said a major over- 
haul is in the worl ts. but so 
far the main action has been 
the formation of commit- 
tees and publication of in- 
terim reports. 

Officials say that newer 
buildings came through the 
quake relatively well and 
that most of the total losses 
were older, often wooden, 
structures. 

One of the most widely 
used photos of the Kobe 
disaster showed a bus hang- 
ing precariously over the 
edge of a partially collapsed 
overpass. But existing stan- 
dards for overpasses, 
bridges and other raised 
structures are being cited as 
a point of encouragement. 


"Most of the damage in 
newer bridges built since a 
1980 revision of construc- 
tion standards was relative- 
ly light,” said Yasahiko 
Iwasaki, a road and bridge 
specialist at the construc- 
tion ministry. 

The collapsed stretch of 
raised highway — where 
Kobe's first deaths were 
confirmed — was built 
under the old rules, and will 
take years to rebuild. 

Engineers were probably 
most surprised by the ex- 
tent of liquefaction, which 
is the sudden mixing of 
underground water with 
soil to create a sort of 
quicksand? 

Buildings iii Japan are 
made to standards that 
assume liquefaction occurs 
only a few metres below the 
surface, said Koichi Naka- 
mura, a geologist at Osaka 
City College. But he and his 
colleagues found liquefac- 
tion as deep as 10 metres on 
reclaimed land in Kobe. 

Mr. Nakamura noted 
that Tokyo’s waterfront is 
lined with chemical plants, 
oil refineries, factories and 
densely populated neigh-, 
bourhoods that rest on simi- 
lar. potentially volatile 
ground. 

Associated Press reporters 
Seth Sutel. B raven Smillie 
and Peter Landers contri- 
buted fo this storv. 


Kabariti, Christopher hold talks Rabin: PNA under threat 


(Coutfamed from page 1) 
The only Arab foreign 
ministers attending the re- 
view are from Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and Egypt, Petra 
said. The Arab League had 
requested that ail Arab fore- 
ign ministers take part in the 
New York meeting, it noted. 
Mr. Kabariti also bad 


meetings with the foreign 
ministers of Lebanon and 
Syria to discuss coordination 
vis-a-vis the NPT. 

It said that the four foreign 
ministers were scheduled to 
fly to Indonesia on Thursday 
to participate in the meetings 
of the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment. 
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the talks on elections during 
this session," he said. 

That would leave the ques- 
tions of transfer of power and 
the size and scope of an 
autonomy assembly to settle, 
as well as the redeployment 
of Israeli forces outside 
Palestinian towns. 

But Dr. Erakat underlined 
that no separate agreement 
would be signed on the elec- 
tions. 

A new agreement will cov- 
er all the above aspects to 
complete the second phase of 
autonomy as under the 1993 
declaration of principles for 
autonomy, be said. 

Islamic Jihad warned the 
PNA 'to stop arresting and 
jailing Muslim fundamental- 
ists and threatened more 
attacks on Israel. 

The PNA has released 
dozens more of the suspected 
militants it detained after the 
recent suicide bombings, a 
Palestinian -official said. 

“We released 60 to 70 in 
the last several days because 
nothing was proved against 
them and we found them 
innocent,” prosecutor gener- 
al Khaled A! Kidra told Reu- 
ters. 

Since the April 9 attacks, 
five members of the militant 
groups have been sentenced 
to jail terms by a Gaza court 
and one Islamic Jihad man 
received life imprisonment. 

On Monday. Hamas and 


PLO officials said their offi- 
cials were secretly meeting to 
reach an accord to prevent 
anti-Israeli attacks. 

On Monday night Arafat 
adviser Ahmad Tibi and Isla- 
mic leader Sheikh Abdullah 
Nimer Darwish, Arab-Israeli 
figures who were key 
mediators in a Hamas-PLO 
confrontation last November, 
arrived in Gaza for talks with 
the PLO chairman. 

Dr. Tibi told Reuters on 
Tuesday he had met Hamas 
leader Mahmoud A1 Zahar 
and then Mr. Arafat. 

“I am not going to reveal 
anything now, but the situa- 
tion is better than yesterday 
and the day before that,” Dr. 
Tibi said. 

Meanwhile, the PLO re- 
jected what it said was an 
offer by Mr. Rabin to agree 
to a Palestinian state in the 
Gaza Strip. 

“Hie oner made by Israel's 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to set up a Palestinian 
state in Gaza is rejected,”- 
Nabil Abu Rdeineh, press 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, said. 

Israel formally opposes the 
principle of Palestinian state- 
hood, although several mem- 
bers of Mr. Rabin’s centre- 
left coalition have publicly 
endorsed the idea. 

Mr. Abu Rdeineh said in a 
statement that the state en- 
visaged by the PLO “includes 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, including (Arab East) 
Jerusalem.” 


Vietnam not leaving the 
mind of America 


By Robert Kearns 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The 
bittersweet tributes to the 
fallen Vietnam warriors are 
collected just after sunrise, 
before the crowds arrive to 
stand before “the vast 
black wall of broken lives,” 
the Vietnam veteans 
memorial. 

Left on the walk before 
the stark three metre by 
75-metre polished black 
granite walls are cans of 
unopened beer, a rag doll, 
full bottles of Jack Daniels 
and Martell's cognac, packs 
of Marlboros, a party 
dress. Little League base- 
ball caps, children's photo- 
graphs. wedding rings, 
medals, battle ribbons, 
scrawled notes from old 
friends and children, and 
flowers left by visitors. 

Toasts never drunk, 
cigarettes never smoked, 
children and grandchildren 
never seen. 

The mementos are carted 
to a neareby building at the 
Smithsonian Institution 
where the National Park 
Service catalogues and pre- 
serves them, even the 


flowres are dried in books. 
To discard them would de- 
■ mean the mostly anony- 
mous givers, they say. A 
small portion is on display 
at the Museum of Amer- 
ican History. 

“Say- you had a buddy 
and you promised to meet 
him when it was over and 
hr e a drink to celebrate 
aud he never made it," 
Jerry Hanna, who works 
for the park service at the 
wall, said of the unopened 
bottles and cans he often 
finds when he arrives in the 
morning. 

He leaves them undis- 
turbed until they are packed 
away. 

Two million six hundred 
thousand Americans went 
to Southeast Asia for the 
war and 58,132 never came 
home. 

Their names are etched 
on the wall, which draws 
more . viators each year 
since the $7 million struc- 
ture was finished in 1984. 
The park service says 1.7 
million come each year, far 
more than troop to the 
nearby Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington's second- 


favourite tourist destina- 
tion. 

In contrast, a nearby sta- 
tue of General John “Blafck 
Jack” Pershing, meant as a 
memorial to the 4.7 million 
who served under him in 
the World War I, is little 
noticed. 

On a recent visit, it was 
so quiet on a sun-splashed 
spring day that two home- 
less men shared a cigarette 
sitting in the shade of Mr. 
Pershing’s horse. 

The Iwo Jima Memorial, 
dedicated to the U.S. 
marines who fought in the 
Pacific in World War II and 
other scattered memorials 
to past wars, draw far smal- 
ler crowds. Lack of money 
has left a proposed Korean 
war memorial on the draw- 
ing board. 

Oddly, die attraction of 
the Vietnam veteans 
memorial was not by design. 

Even before it was over 
and the last American heli- 
copter whirled away 
though the smoking Saigon 
sky, politicians tried to 
erase the memory of Viet- 
nam. 

Urey failed badly. 

“American preoccupa- 


tion continues to expand in 
exponential proportions," 
says University of Alabama 
professor Phillip Beidlere 
who studies the war and its 
cultural fallout. 

For two decades, there 
has been a steady flow of 
films, books, music, televi- 
sion shows and even a 
musical. “Miss Saigon.” 
the story of a 17-year-oid 
Vietnamese woman who 
falls in love with an Amer- 
ican, is in its fourth year on 
Broadway and a road ver- 
sion is making a national 
tour. 

A week before the Saigon 
pullout in 1975, PR&ident 
Gerald Ford warned the 
nation against dwelling on 
the war. 

Speaking at Ttilane Uni- 
versity in New Orleans, 
Mr. Ford said: 'Today,' 
.Americans; can regain the 
sense of pride that existed 
before Vietnam. But it can- 
not be achieved by refight- 
ing a war that is finished." 

But for the nearly two 
million people who visit the 
wall each year to remember 
those who died, the war 
will never end. 
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World Bank calls on developing 
states to leap into world economy 

KINGTON (AFP) — roeconomic fundamentals account for well over one- in the next 10 years, up 

- . . i ... ■ ■■ ... ■ j -i j r- .. o .l. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Leaders of developing coun- 
tries can raise living stan- 
dards in their struggling na- 
tions by opening markets and 
seeking to join the world 
economy, the World Bank 
said in a report Tuesday. 

But letting poorer coun- 
tries into the dub of the 
wealthier presents short-term 
challenges to industrial na- 
Jons whose labour forces will 
be inevitably affected by the 
change, the report said. 

“llieTe is no doubt that 
greater integration can be a 
win-win outcome. Protec- 
tionist pressures to slow or 
reverse integration must be 
resisted, or both industrial 
and developing countries wCl 
lose,” said Masood Ahmad, 
the World Bank's director of 
international ' economics. 

The international financial 
institution said the collapse of 
trade barriers increased op- 
tions for individuals and firms 
but narrowed them- for gov- 
ernments as the recent crisis 
in Mexico has shown. 

“It is more important than 
ever that government every- 
where maintain sound mac- 


roeconomic fundamentals 
and strict disdpline in their 
economic management,” said 
the bank's chief economist, 
Michael Bnino. 

The report titled “Global 
Economic prospects and the 
Developing Countries” pre- 
dicted rapid growth in the' 
world market as globalisation 
takes hold. 

World trade will continue 
to be a major engine of 
growth over the next 10 years 
with world merchandise trade 
expected to grow by more 
than six per cent a year, 
faster than any time since the 
1960s. 

With help from liberal poli- 
cies in developing countries, 
annual growth in the next 10 
years could outpace indust- 
rial countries, reaching 4.9 
per cent compared to a pro- 
jected 2.8 per cent in weal- 
thier nations, the report said. 

Industrial countries can 
also hope to widen their ac- 
cess to developing markets 
which accounted for one-fifth 
of the wealthier nations' ex- 
ports in the late 1980s. 

The share has grown to 
one-quarter and “could 


account for well over one- 
third toward the end of the 
decade,” the report said. 

Industrial countries can 
also increase their exports in 
the service sector and port- 
folio investment in emerging 
markets provide an outlet for 
higher returns for the savings 
of their aging population. 

The World Bank empha- 
sised that the economic per- 
formances of developing 
countries differ widely with 
•growth predictions for Bast 


Asia still strong at 7.7 per 
cent for the 1995 to 2004 


period, compared to eight 
per cent in 1991-1994. 

Regional growth was ex- 
pected to ease due to a 
cooling-off of the Chinese 
economy and the slowing of 
capita] inflows. The gross 
domestic product (GDP) per 
capita was expected to rise to 
6.5 per cent from 6.4 per 
cent. 

World Bank analysts pre- 
dicted strong growth in South 
Asia at 5.4 per cent in 1995- 
2004, compared to five per 
cent in the past decade. GDP 
per capita growth was ex- 
pected to reach 3.6 per cent 


in the next 10 years, up from 

2.8 per cent in the previous 
decade. 

But analysts warned that 
south Asia would only fare 
well if governments con- 
tinued to promote open-trade 
policies and encourage the 
private sector. 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean should register a 
3.5 per cent growth rate in 
1995-2004 compared to 2.4 
per cent in the previous de-. 
cade. 

GDP per capita growth in 
Latin America and the Carib- 
bean was expected to reach 

1.9 per cent, up from 0.3 per 
cent with significant disparity 
in economies throughout the 
region. 

Economic performance in 
Europe and Central Asia was 
expected to grow with the 
GDP expected to register 3.4 
per cent in 1995-2005 from its 
past recession years during 
which the GDP was at -2.5 per 
cent. 

In the Middle East and 
North Africa, economic 
growth was estimated at 3.5 
per cent from 0.9 per cent in 
the past decade. 


Japan urges U.S. to do 
more to defend dollar 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
leaders, frustrated with 
Washington’s reaction to 
their emergency economic 
package, urged the United 
States Tuesday to take re- 
sponsibility for the dollar’s 
latest foil against the yen. 

“The U.S. should take re- 
sponsibility for the fall of the 
dollar against the yen as it is 
the country with the key cur- 
rency status,” home affairs 
minister Hiromu Nonaka was 
quoted as telling a cabinet 
ministers’ meeting. 

The remarks followed a 
renewed drop of the dollar in 
Tokyo Tuesday after Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Take- 
mura failed to win favourable 
comments on the package, 
unveiled last Friday, from, 
U.S. Treasury Secretary' 
Robert Rubin. 

The dollar fell to about 
81.50 yen in late Tokyo trad- 
ing on Tuesday compared 
with about 83.55 yen last 
Friday. 

Mr. Rubin, who met Mr. 
Takemura Sunday during a 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
forum in Indonesia, said in 


New Delhi during a visit to 
India that he was reserving 
final judgment on tbe pack- 
age. 

Mr. Rubin said it would be 
premature to judge the pack- 
age until he saw the specifics. 

Japan is expected to work 
out details of economic mea- 
sures in the package over the 
next few months. 


Post and Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Shun Oide told 
the same cabinet meeting he 
was dissatisfied with the U.S. 
reaction to the package. 

Mr. Takemura told a news 
conference he would wel- 
come any countries joining 
together to urge the U.S. to 
make further efforts to de- 
fend the sagging dollar. 

He was responding to a 
question about whether 
Japan and Europe would 
jointly call on the United 
States to step up its defence 
of the dollar at a meeting of 
the Group of Seven major 
nations next week in 
Washington. 

Transport Minister Shizu- 
ka Kamei told the cabinet he 
was unhappy with the lack of 


U.S. efforts to support the 
dollar. Japan wants the U.S. 
to try harder to cut its budget 
deficit, which it says is a 
major factor in the dollar's 
weakness. 

Government officials told 
Reuters that one of the major 
items in the packge would be 
a large supplementary budget 
for fiscal 1995, which began 
on April 1. 

Tbe supplementary budget 
may _top two trillion yen 
($24.6' billion) compared with 
two extra budgets in fiscal 
1994 totalling 1.7 trillion yen 
($20.9 billion), they said. 

Construction Minister 
Koken Nosaka told reporters 
that the extra budget needs to 
be substantially higher than 
tbe 2.1 trillion yen ($25.9 
billion) reported in tbe daily 
Yomiuri Shim bun Tuesday. 

It should be large enough 
to bring about a real increase 
in domestic demand, Mr. 
Nosaka said. 

Last week. Economic Plan- 
ning Agency Minister Masa- 
biko Komura said that if 
necessary Japan would draw 
up a second supplementary 
budget for fiscal 1995. 


Dollar 
drifts 
lower 
as outlook 


remains 


grim 



China growth slows but remains high 


BELTING (R) — China's eco- 
nomic growth remained high 
in the first quarter of 1995 but 
is showing signs of cooling, 
and officials say they hope a 
clamp on price rises would 
help to rein in galloping infla- 
tion. 

Gross domestic product 
rose 11.2 per cent in the fiist 
quarter of 1995 to 981.1 bil- 
lion yuan ($116.5 billion) 
from the same 1994 period, 
the State Statistics Bureau 
said Tuesday. 

“Economic growth was 
high but stable,” bureau 
spokesman Qiu Xiaohua told 
a news conference. “The rate 
of growth was somewhat 
slower.” 

Real growth was a sea- 
sonally adjusted 10 per cent, 
he said. China has set a target 
of economic growth of eight 
to nine per cent for 1995 
compared with 11.8 per cent 
in 1994. 

China's economy overhe- 
ated in 1993, but has cooled 
and entered a stage in which 


it would experience stable 
growth, Mr. Qiu said. 

“Demand and supply are 
now balanced and fast growth 
has gradually decreased,” 
Mr. Qiu said. 

China has achieved initial 
success in curbing inflation 
after consumer prices soared 
to a post-1949 high of more 
than 24 per cent in 1994, 
fuelled mainly by fixed asset 
investment and hikes in agri- 
cultural product prices. 

Tbe consumer price index 
rose 21.3 per cent in March 
compared with a year ago, its 
fifth successive monthly de- 
cline and a fall of 1.1 percen- 
tage points from February, 
the bureau said. 

Inflation in the first quarter 
was 22.6 per cent year on 
year. Inflation had been ris- 
ing sharply in the past *18 
months. • >*-'■ 

“The oontrol of prices has 
attained some results, man- 
ifest in a fall in price in- 
creases. This shows prelimin- 
ary control,” Mr. Qiu said. 


“Currently there is an abundant 
supply of goods in the 
market and consumer 
psychology is stable.” 

However, Beijing still 
faces a tough task to attain its 
official target of reining in 
inflation at 15 per cent in 
1995. 

“So long as agricultural in- 
vestment and production in- 
crease and no new price hikes 
are announced, there is a 
possibility we could achieve 
the target,” he said. 

Investment in fixed assets 
by state-owned enterprises 
jumped 313 per cent m the 
first quarter to 111.8 billion 
yuan ($13.3 billion) from the 
same 1994 period, the bureau 
said. 

Fixed asset investment in 


the agricultural sector sky- 
in the 


rocketed 90.1 per cent 


first .quarter from a year ago, 
and bank loans for agricul- 


ture increased 40 per cent. 

Other problems faring Chi- 
na's economy include 
triangular debts, or debts 


among state-owned enter- 
prises. 

“Enterprises owing each 
other money is quite serious, 
and the management of and 
profits made by enterprises 
are not promising,” Mr. Qiu 
said. 

A total of 46.8 per cent of 
state enterprises recorded 
losses in the first quarter, 
down 2.8 percentage points 
from the same 1994 period, 
he said. Their losses totalled 
14.8 billion yuan ($1.8 bil- 
lion), down 4.7 per cent from 
a year ago. 

The complete value of in- 
dustrial output of enterprises 
climbed 14.4 per cent in the 
first quarter to 399.6 billion 
yuan ($47.5 billion) from a 
year ago. 

China had a trade surplus 
** of $7.08 billion in the- first 
quarter on exports of $30.95 
billion and imports of $23.87 


billion. Foreign exchange re- 
$58 bil- 


serves hit a record 
lion, up by $6.4 billion from 
the end of last year. 


Georgia presses on economic reforms 


TBILISI (AFP) — The for- 
mer Soviet republic of Geor- 
gia intends to press on with 
economic reforms despite 
great cuirent problems in 
balancing its budget this year. 
Economics Minister Vladimir 
Papavas said. 

In an interview with AFP, 
he said the government had 
fallen for behind its revenue 
targets for the first quarter of 
1995 because of unrealistic 
expectations wben the budget 


was passed in January. 

“We were unable to collect 
the receipts we had expected 
from taxes and the sale of 
electricity and gas and even 
bread,” Mr. Papavas said. 

As a result, Georgia has 
delayed paying budgeted ex- 
penses. Workers in some 
state industries have not been 
paid for months, and the 
country's foreign energy bin 
is mounting. 

The 1995 budget is re- 


garded here as evidence of 
President Edouard Shevard- 
nadze’s commitment to tight 
monetary policies and market 
reforms. 

Georgia has one of the 
most troubled economies 
among countries of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

It received support of $75 
million from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund in March 
and is hoping for more such 
help in the future. „ 


But despite its current 
crash crunbh, Georgia plans 
to continue with structural 
reforms to help woo IMF 
support, Mr. Papavas said. 


He said the government 
intended to stop covering the 
energy expenses of com- 
panies and households, which 
is a steady drain on public 
finances because businesses 
and local authorities have not 
been paying their gas bills. 
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THIS SUMMER I’M GOING TO 
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1 5TONE STATE PARK" IN TENNESSEE.. 
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Asia-Pacific economies 


led world in ’94 — U.N. 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The 
volatile economies of the 
Asia-Pacific region reigned as 
world leaders in growth in 
1994, expanding an average 
7.7 per cent compared with 
the global average of three 
per cent, fbe United Nations 
said Tuesday. 

. China was the fastest- 
growing economy in the re- 
gion, growing at an estimated 
11.8 per cent, according to 
survey results released by the 
U.N.'s Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and die 
Pacific, or ESCAP. 

Singapore and Vietnam 
were next, averaging 9.8 per 
cent and 8.9 per cent growth 
respectively, the annual 
Economic and Social Survey 
^sakL 

Overall, the region’s eco- 
nomic growth was up a half 
percentage point from 1993, 
when economies grew by an 
average 7 JZ per cent. 

China’s growth was down 
slightly from last year's rate 
of 13.4 per cent, but it was 
considered a strong showing 
after the country's agricultu- 
ral sector was badly hurt by a 
series of natural disasters. 

“That was a surprise,” Azi- 
zul Islam, director develop- 
ment research and policy 
analysis at ESCAP, said 


Tuesday. “Last year, we 
knew there would be more 
growth there, but this was 
significant.” 

The country was buoyed by 
a 16 per cent boom in its 
industrial sector and 10.2 per 
cent in services, the survey 
found. 


ESCAP also found a flurry 
of financial sector reforms 
among the so-called “transit 
nations” — small countries 
moving up in status. 

“The conventional wisdom 
has been that countries of 
lower status shouldn't focus 
on finance, but concentrate 
on areas such as industry. 
Apparently the demonstra- 
tion in developing countries 
has led others to follow the 
example." 

Vietnam may have bene- 
fited most from such actions. 
Tbe formerly isolated coun- 
try has dragged its annual 
inflation rate down from 
more than 75 per cent in 1991 
to 12 per cent last year, in 
part through currency re- 
forms. 

| Bat ES CAP’S acting execu- 
tive secretary, Seiko Taka- 
hasbi, qualified Asia’s econo- 
mic success by noting that 
“tbe region remains beset 
with. many soda! problems,” 


including some 800 mifliqn 
people living in poverty and 
700 milli on people illiterate. 

Insurance, social security, 
working conditions and 
medical attention were areas 
which needed improvement, 
tire survey said. 

The animal ESCAP survey 
comes a week before an 
ESCAP annual conference in 
Bangkok, during which se - 
nior officials from the region 
discuss and seek advice on 
development projects in their 
countries. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
resumed its downward drift 
against the yen Tuesday, 
undermining Europe's lead- 
ing share markets and help- 
ing gold to rise to its highest 
level for more than six 
months. 

Economists said the dollar 
was likely to set fresh lows 
against the yen within the 
next few days. 

“The overall picture for 
the dollar is very weak," said 
Tony NorfieJd. treasury eco- 
nomist at ABN Amro. 

At 1100 GMT tbe dollar 
was at 81.30 yen and 1.3640 
marks compared with 83.53 
and 1.3894 in late trading 
Thursday. 

The lack of enthusiasm for 
Japan's economic package — 
announced Friday along with 
a 75 basis points cut in the 
official discount rate to one 
per cent — sparked early 
selling which took the dollar 
below crucial support at 
81. 50 yen. 

After a steady start versus 
the mark from overnight 
levels the dollar also fell 
against the mark, under- 
mined by its feeble perform- 
ance in the wake of the Ger- 
man rate cut late last month. 

4< There seems to be next to 
nothing on the horizon near- 
term to change the dollar’s 
fortunes," said a dealer at a 
German bank in London. 
“What can you expect if, 
after rate cuts in Germany 
and in Japan, it still looks as 
sick as it is now.” 

Europe's share markets 
took their lead from the dol- 
lar's weakness and moved 
into the red in generally thin 
and cautious trading. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Point the VCR controller at my brain. 
See if you can erase everything that 
happened today between 9:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM !” 
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| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

■ ,$ by Henri Arnold end Mike Argfaion 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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BISK Wta»M«i4 Semes. Inc. 


TREEB 
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Ham on rye - easy 
on the musiard 





WHAT A HUNGRY 
JUPC-F3 REQUEST 
FOR FO OP MIGHT 
BE C.ON51P6REP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm (he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
RAVAGE JURIST 


Jumbles: ABBOT ELOPE 
Answer. What a customer can do In a shoe repair 
shop — BARE HIS SOLE 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 19, 1995 

By Thomas S: Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (Much 21 to April 19) A private worry can upset you in tbe 
rooming, but tonight you can be with charming pers o ns and be 
happy. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Take no risks where money matters 
are concerned today. Then later tonight you can get out to new sites 
with those who are charming. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) In the morning, you ooukl have an 
argument with your mate if you go out for pleasure so be together 
for fun tonight. 

MOON GEQUHIEN: (June 22 to July 21) Don’t involve yourself in 
some disagreement between a family tie and an outsider and go after 
some benefits winch are coming. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don't leave your tasks for some outside 
affair in tbe morning, or you could lose a good deal. Later yon will 
be happy. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Wait until tonight to have a 
good time and come to far better terms with partners during today 
for a greater success. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Handle that situation at 
home on a better day than today, but later tonight get your 
environment in far better order. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This morning is fine for 
working away at duties you have assumed and later you can enjoy 
recreational activities. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your mind 
pretty much on home and family this morning. Have guests into your] 
home tonight and have a wonderful tune. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Use tact in dealing^iih 
partners this morning, but later tonight you can have better 
understanding due to planetary positions. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Refrain from mating 
changes in investments this morning, bat tonight you know what is 
best to do about them. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Restrictive conditions are 
present this morning, bat tonight you can make better p lan* for the 
future. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
i Engrave 
5 Salutation In 
Oahu 

10 Competent 

14 En^ne sound 

15 Weighty 
volumes 

16 Increase 

17 Tbe essence of 
Brer? 

IS Overhang 

20 Hooter 

21 Cut, Bee hay 

23 Craw 

24 Concern 

25 keepers, 
losers.. 

25 Spangle 

29 Harvard student. 

briefly 

SOPtfess 

31 ■Qotdantourfi- 

32 .soldier 

35 Surrounded by 

30 Wiseman 

37 Dickens' Me 
heroine 

38 Floor protector 

39 Famed woln, (or 
short 

40 Renter's 
agreement 

41 Cream pud 

43 Drenched 

44 Gentry rank 

4fl.t3JawregiBn.eo 

47 Carve 

46 Pub mate 

4D Vidor over 
T.EJ3. 

52 FotowetaaaJy 

53 Steeple 
watcher? 

56 Away from the 
wnd 

57 Customary 
practice 

58 Field of study 

59 Mi. un4 

GO Heaped 

61 Gainsay 



□OWN 

1 Reverbomie 

2 Me* 

3 ftngtet 


4 AB. 

5 Hath not thy 
rose— *“ 
(Shakespeare) 

6 Lanier’s partner 

7 Arabian 
suHanate 

8 Pronoun 

8 — a rad (shinny} 
tOThmgsiobe 
done 

it Stopper 
moHuncUjn? 

12 Swwi 

13 Pitchers 

18 Internet foetm 

23 P Chic peals 

24 Signaled 
35 Lost color 

26 Sling 

27 Bomber* 

£8 Rather sflent 
29 Panateia 

31 — Antoinette 
33 0the* 


Puzzle solved 



39 Careless 
re stoke 

.. „ „ <0 Plunders 

34 Ran. Bui cotars 42 Waste gbas 

36 BeqM 43 Chafe** 

operating 44 founded: afcfcr 

37 Tidy 45 La — . Mian 


48NCO 
40 Usee phene 
48 Eflvioy 

50 Observed 

51 satvortnflod 

64 Greek Utter 

65 Cushion 
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of economic news 
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Israeli firm 
applies to 
invest at 
eastern 
shore of 
Dead Sea 

AFTER POSTING a loss in 

1993, the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) re- 
tained to profitability by re- 
cording a pre-tax profit of JD 
2.3 million in 1994. Accord- 
ing to the annual report, 
JPMC increased its exports 
by seven per cent to 3.83 
million tonnes last year and 
succeeded in penetrating 
markets in Germany, Bel- 
gium and Brazil. The com- 
pany also boosted its exports 
to India by one million ton- 
nes. In addition, JPMC was 
able to post a 700,000-tonne 
record exports of phosphatic 
fertilizers in 1994 especially 
after completing the mod- 
ernisation of the phosphoric 
add plant. 

Hie board of directors 
complained of the high min- 
ing fees that the government 
continues to impose on the 
company and of the high 
charges for transporting 
phosphate by trucks due to 
the axial load regulation. The 
board also indicated in the 
annual report that prices 
were high for raw material 
inputs imported to manufac- 
ture phosphatic fertiliser. 

** THE MINISTRY of 
Supply has started supplying 
long-seed rice to be sold at 
the subsidised price of 170 fils 
per kilogramme. The non- 
subsidised prices is 380 fils 
1 per kilogramme. Jordanians 
consume 6,500 tonnes of rice 
a month (A1 Dustour). 

** THE JORDAN Sulpho 
Chemicals Company suffered 
a JD 310,000 loss last year 
compared to a JD 130,000 net 
profit in 1993. The company 
attributed the loss to lower 
sales to Yemen and Iraq and 
high interest rates. The 
annual report showed total 
assets increasing to JD 10.2 
million from JD 8.13 million 
in 1993 and current liabilities 
going up from JD 3.09 mil- 
lion to JD 4.78 million in 

1994. Shareholders’ equity 
declined last year to JD 4.71 
million from JD 5.02 in'1993 
(A1 Ra’i). 

THE BOARD of direc- 
tors of the Arab Aluminium 
Industry (ARAL.) is recom- 
mending JD 2.4 million in 
dividends at a rate of 50 per 
cent in 1993 although the net 
profit in that year was 
JD 5.78 million comapred to 
JD 5.86 million in 1994. 
According to the annual re- 
port, ARAL'S total assets in- 
creased to JD 17.47 million 
in 1994 (JD15.81 million in 
1993) and shareholders' equi- 
ty went up to JD 10.4 million 
from JD 9.0 million in 1993. 
.The company's sales 
amounted to JD 17.13 mil- 
lion last year despite not 
being able to export to Iraq, 
one of ARAL’S traditional 
markets (A1 Ra’i). 

** THE BOARD of direc- 
tors of the Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism Company is recom- 
mending to the general 
assembly raising the capital 
to JD 5 million. The capital 
increase is to finance the ren- 
novation costs of the Jordan 
Inter. Continental Hotel 
owned by the company. 
According to the annual re- 
P?^i the last four months of 
1994 witnessed higher activity 
which reflected on the hotel's 
operations for the whole 
year. Occupancy rate from 
January until August 1994 

49.6 per cent, but by the 
end of the year the rate went 
°P to 56.2 per cent. The 
company boosted operational 
earnings last year by 
JD 682,000 (II per cent) to 
JD8.63 million with oper- 
ational costs increasing by 
only 7.3 per cent. The com- 
pany posted JD 1.74 million 
in net profits in 1994 com- 
pared to JD 1.31 million in 
1993. Assets at the end of last 
year stood at JD 13.61 mil- 
son while shareholders' equi- 
ty stood at JD 6.81 million. 
mter.Continental Interna- 
tional, which manages the 
hotel, received JD 669.000 in 
administration fees (AI 


Jordan ready to offer attractive 
terms to foreign oil companies 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is ready 
to offer attractive terms to 
foreign companies interested 
in exploring for oil in the 
Kingdom and several firms 
are studying the possibilities 
of taking up the Jordanian 
offer, according to Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Minister Samih Darwazeh. 

“We are trying to make the 
offers more palatable, more 
acceptable" to international 
oil companies interested in 
Jordan, the minister said in a 
recent interview.' 

. Jordan is offering produc- 
tion sharing agreements — 
meaning that the companies 
could come in with their own 
funds and start exploration in 
designated areas under speci- 
fic contracts and if and when 
they find oil of commercial 
quantities the government 
and the concerned company 
would share the output of the 
find. 

The share of the successful 
company will depend on the 
quantity of oil found, said 
Mr. Darwazeh. “If the 
quantity is low, then their 
share will be high, to cover 
their expenses... profits... 
(and) if the quantity is high 
then their share will be little 
bit less.” 

International oil com- 
panies “have started looking 
at the information that we 
have provided,” he said. 
“They evaluate the informa- 


tion, go back and make the 
decision to whether to come 
to Jordan.'.." 

In nearly a decade of ex- 
ploration work, no company 
has been able to locate oil in 
commercial quantities in Jor- 
dan. But oil industry sources 
and Jordanian officials be- 
lieve that there is oil in the 
Kingdom and it is only a 
matter of locating it. 

Optimists point out that 
Jordan neighbours oil giants 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq as well 
as Syria, which is emerging as 
a sizeable producer of oil and 
gas, and say that geology 
dictates that Jordan should 
have co mm era a] quantities 
of hydrocarbons. 

The U.S. Hunt Oil Com- 
pany, the American oil com- 
pany, and Belgium's Petrofi- 
na were among international 
firms which came to Jordan 
after hopes were raised in 
mid-80s when oil deposits 
were discovered in the north- 
east, near the border with 
Iraq. But then it was found 
that the deposits were very 
limited. At the height of pro- 
duction, the wells yielded up 
to 600 barrels per day, but 
now the output there is insig- 
nificant. 

Mr. Darwazeh noted that 
“at least 12 companies dug 
more than 100 wells” in va- 
rious parts of Jordan under 
different agreements, but no 
one of the finds was commer- 
cially promising. 

A Korean company is cur- 
rently exploring some areas 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 13690/00 
13652/62 
1.5282/92 
1.1256/66 
. 28.05/09 
4.7908/58 
1698.8/3.8 
81.40/50 
7.2850/50 
6.1330/80 
5.3733/83 

One sterling $1.6190/00 
One ounce of gold $39435/394.75 


Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 



Samih Darwazeh 

of Jordan while Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) is 
conducting limited explora- 
tion work in other areas. 

Mr. Darwazeh said there 
were “good signs” near the 
Dead Sea as well as areas 
□ear the border with Syria 
but the government was not 
in a position to invest in oil 
exploration. 

“Quite simply, the govern- 
ment does not have the capa- 
bility to do it,” said the minis- 
ter, noting that a new state- 
owned company with a capit- 
al of JD 20 million was being 
set up to take charge of oil 
and gas exploration. 

The company, expected to 
take off in July, could make 
joint ventures with foreign 
companies with a view to 
making up for the shortfall in 
investments as well as equip- 
ment and technology, noted 
the minister. 

Mr. Darwazeh conceded 
that locating oil of commer- 
cial quantities in Jordan was 
proving to be a difficult task. 
“We seem to have so many 
(seismological) splits that 
have changed the geology of 
the area.” 

Notwithstanding the dis- 


appointing results so far, he 
noted, the fact that small 
quantities of oil found in 
different spots clearly indi- 
cate that there is oil in Jor- 
dan. 

‘There are very good signs 
that there is oil under the 
Dead Sea,” he said. “But I 
think most companies are 
hesitating to dig or do ex- 
ploration work there because 
studies show that there is a 
huge layer of salt before 
reaching oil.” 

“It will be costly in terms 
of the technologies available 
today,” he said. “We hope 
there will be a company with 
the right technology that 
could be used in an economic 
way to dig through the salt.” 

In some spots, it was found 
that oil lies under 3,000 
metres of salt, he added. 

Jordan needs about 
60,000 barrels of crude oil 
and 20,000 barrels of fuel oil 
every day. Iraq, whose oil 
exports are blocked under 
U.N. sanctions, supplies the 
needs trucked overland to the 
Kingdom under an exemp- 
tion granted by the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee. 

Jordan and Iraq are cur- 
rently studying building a 
pipeline to pump Iraqi oil to 
the Zarqa refinery. 

The first part of the pipe- 
line will be about 600 
kilometres in length; at a 
later stage, when Jordan 
builds another refinery at 
Aqaba, the pipeline will be 
extended by 350 kilometres 
to the Red Sea port. 

The cost of the entire pipe- 
line — which will have a daily 
pumping capacity of 250,000 
barrels of oil — was esti- 
mated at S1.4 billion; an esti- 
mate for the first part of the 
pipeline — to cany 100,000 
barrels of oil from Haditha in 
Iraq to Zarqa — was not 
available immediately. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN UM At SUMMAQ 

3rd floor, 3 bedrooms. 
3 bathrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

TeL 810605, 810609, 810520 


A SECURE 

Motel 

Swelflyeh 




t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSWTAUTY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 
A. LS u B 4.— 4-aJa.YI 
J.U1* gpdlc 

863944 - 81 6930 


(£&een& 

Cafe" 

Hamburgers-*- Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profrniooal Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO ***** 
30% Larger 


• Ffww wniarg* 

20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Deluxe ViSas '£ 
Apartments | 
in Amman R 

msmsm hbk? 
SAimeEi.ii 

REAL ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


JON's SA 10 N 


English 

Speaking | 

Staff 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You 'v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
.Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE OHOAHIZATION 


Tel. 681113 - 688816 


RENTA 



CAR 

AT A RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 


OS 




SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


| Ofmia6-X»*6M‘lU^r\ 

Takm awmy t* avaOabim 

Shat AMraP.SWat 
UnUMa'iCbrnmcU Cartrw 

Tel: 0*1174 

Oncclaited Wwayuuedjg 





MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant \ 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. j 

Best Atmosphere in Ammsn 
Deir GhOar - American \ 
Embassy Sir. near Baytjr.z „ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: i 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. \ 
6:30 - 11:30 o.m. 
a TeL: 861 




Duraclean 


■ Flower Fresh " ! cleaning 
for homes and businesses 


Wi 

| H | CARPET CLEANNG 
FURNITURE CLEANING 



TEL 836692 



'Rg&tauront- «$; Tapa* s- 

Open Daily, 
from 

12a-.nu - 12p.m. 

Jehel tAmman. 3rd circle- 
Tel. 61 SO 61 







Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

7tiE VEST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORLD 
mmOST FASHWNAm RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 


fig Claims h — jReal Stories ? 


mm* BAN 0 GUfTAR + PIANO 

JD 10.00 (+ +) Tel: 863944 



j 1fot% /fddlUl U rtuuMS. 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 




Unique gold & gems jewelry 
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K Ndeti wins 3rd straight Boston Marathon 
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AC MOan favoured to gain 
Champions Cup final again 


PARIS (AFP) — AC Milan 
“look set to complete on 
amazing turnaround and 
make their third successive 
European Cup final following 
Wednesday's semi-final 
against Paris Saint Germain. 

In November, they only 
just qualified for the Euro- 
pean Cup quarter-finals. 
They then lost to Argentina's 
Velez Saifeld in the Intercon- 
tinental Cup and were beaten 
in the Italian Cup — apart 
from poor form in the league. 

But Zvonimir Boban’s 89th 
minute goal for a 1-0 win 
against PSG in the first leg 
gives an optimistic hue to 
Milan's end of season. 

Tn ether competitions, Par- 
ma host Bayer Leverkusen 
with a 2-1 lead and Borussia 
Dortmund entertain Juventus 
with the match poised at 2-2 
in Tuesday's UEFA Cup 
semi-finals. 

Arsenal travel to Samp- 
dona with a 3-2 lead in their 
Cup Winners' Cup semi-final 
on Thursday, Real Zaragoza 
travel to Chelsea- with a 3-0 
advantage the' same nig&f. 

PSG are helped by the 
suspension of Alessandro 
Costacurta, who fouled 
David Ginola with- a quarter- 
hour to go in Paris, for the 
San Siro leg. 

But Costacurta’s omission 
is crucial ties has not always 
been a major handicap for 
club and country. 

He missed last season's 4-0 
- final win over Barcelona and 
the World Cup final — where 
Italy only lost to Brazil on 
penalties. 

On statistics. PSG have a 
mission impossible in Milan 


as they try to overturn the 1-0 
deficit and make the May 24 
final in Vienna. 

In 40 years of European 
cup football, AC Milan have 
never been knocked oat of a 
competition on their own 
ground, after having won the 
away leg. 

But PSG’s fightback to 
draw 1-1 at Barcelona, and 
again surging from behind to 
win 2-1 in the return, has 
proved their battling qual- 
ities. 

Antoine Kombouare will 
be back after being sus- 
pended for the first leg. 

PSG warmed up with a 3-0 
thrashing of Montpellier on 
Friday without first teamers 
Ricardo and Valdo of Brazil, 
Vincent Guerin, Paul Le 
Guen, David Ginola and 
George Weata. 

MDan, however fell 3-1 
against Inter Milan, their 
third loss in four matches 
against their fellow tenants at 
the San Siro. 

A* PSG loss would 


For Ajax, Frank de Boer is 
suspended. But Munich have 
a much more serious selec- 
tion problem. 

Hansi Pflugler, who is 36, 
retired from football and 
works in Bayern’s souvenir 
shop, has been called up into 
the squad because of Giovan- 
ni Trapattoni’s dilemma. He 
could even take charge of the 
defence. 


mean 


five European semi-finals — 
three with PSG and once with 
Bordeaux and Marseille — 
without ever experiencing a 
final. 

Ajax Amsterdam, who 
host Bayern Munich, are 
favourites to win this tie be- 
tween two dubs who won the 
event three times nmning. 

Ajax, who won from 1971 
to 1973 earned a creditable 
0-0 draw at the Olympic Sta- 
dium against the 1974 to 1976 
winners. But Ajax have 
scored 18 league goals in 
their last three league games 
before the April 16/17 


The majority of Bayern’s 
star players are on the injury 
list — Lothar Matthaus, Oliv- 
er Kahn, Jean-Pierre Papin, 
Marcel Witeczek, Emil Kos- 
tadinov, and skipper Thomas 
Helmer. 

In Thursday’s Cup Win- 
ners' Cup, holders Arsenal 
still have a chance to become 
the first side to retain the 
trophy. 


They visit Sampdoria with 
a 3-2 lead, but should tire 
Londoners eventually lose, 
they could blame sublime 
skill from Roberto Manczni. 

Mandni’s superb backbeel 
to wrongfoot the Arsenal de- 
fence set up Serb Vladimir 
Jugovic for a late goal in the 
first leg. That move may 
prove for Sampdoria in 
obtaining their ticket to the 
May 10 final in Paris. 


in 


Jugovic was a key player i 
tar Belgrade 


the great Redstar ^ 

side until civil war broke up 
Yugoslavia. 


BOSTON (AFP) — Kenya’s 
Cosmas Ndeti won his third 
straight Boston Marathon 
here Monday, joining U.S. 
runners Bill Rodgers and 
Clarence DeMar as the only 
men to capture the event 
three times in a row. 

Ndeti’s unofficial time 
Monday was two hurs, nine 
minutes and 22 seconds — 
2:06 slower than the course ., 
record he set last year. _ 

“I was strong” NdetTsifd. 
“The Lord was always renew- 
ing my strength.” 

Fellow Kenyan Moses 
Tanui was second, 60 seconds 
behind the winner, in only his 
third marathon race. Tanui, 
29, was 10th in both prior 


efforts, including here last 
year and the 1993 New York 
Marathon. Brazil’s Luiz 
Antonio Dos Santos was 
third. 

Germany’s Uta Pippig won 
her second straight Boston 
women’s crown in an unoffi- 
cial time of 2:25:11, making 
this the first time men and 
women have defended titles 
here,. .... 

“It was such a great race,” 
Pippig said. “It was a little bit 
warm. It was nice. I had a 
little blister on my feet. But 
that's the marathoner's prob- 
lem sometimes.” 

Pippig took the early lead 
and stayed in front to capture 
the women’s title. South 


BMW 555LFo r Satefe. 
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Africa's Elena Mayer was 
second. 

Pippig was well oft the 
course record of 2:21:45 she 
set last year. Pippig also won 
her second straight Kyoto 
Marathon earlier tins year. 

Ndeti, 25, joins Bill Rod- 
gers, who won here from 
1978-1980, and Clarence De- 
Mar, who took a record 
..sevefl Boston titles including 
a sweep from 1922-1924. 
Ndeti wdn the 1993 race, in 
only his second marathon 
outing ever, in 2:09:33 before 
setting the standard last year. 

Ndeti had struggled 
through recent races, de- 
veloping a blister and foiling 
to finish last October’s Chica- 
go Marathon and running 
slow last month in a half- 
marathon in Portugal. 

Ndeti and his wife named 
their son Gideon Boston af- 
ter hfc triumph here. The boy 
was born two days before 
•Ndeti’s first triumph here. A 
visa mixup prevented Gideon 
from attending this year’s 
race, where a second birth- 
day party had been planned 
Monday. So he remained 
home in Kenya with his 
mother and baby sister. 


MIAMI (Agencies) — Steffi 
Graf improved her bold on 
the world number one rank- 
ing, improving her lead to 
more than 20 points in the 
latest WTA Tour rankings 
release here Monday. 

The German star remained 
unbeaten this year and won 
her fourth tour title of 1995 
by beating Asa Carlsson of 
Sweden on Sunday in the 
final at Houston. 

The victory improved 
Grafs points average to 
319.07 compared to 296.72 
for idle Arantxa Sanchez of 
Spain. 

U.S. veteran Amy Frazier 
made the only rise among the 
top 20 player, jumping two 
places to 16th after beating 
eighth-ranked Kimiko Date 
in the Japan Open finals. 

1. Steffi Graf 319.07“ pts 

2. Arantxa Sm i dw r 296.72 

3. Mary Pfcra 235.36 

4. f ytctnfei Martinez 203.75 

5. Jan Novotna 

6 . Lindsay Davenport 

7. Gsbrida Sabatkd 

8. Ktedke Dale 

9. Magdalen Maleeva 

10. Natasha Zvereva 

11. Anfce Huber 


174.97 

146.77 

134.66 

12146 

121.17 

104L41 

10343 


12. Mary Joe Ferandez9442 


13. IVa Mqofi 

14. Brenda Sckottz 

15. Naoko Sawamaba 

16. Any Frazier 

17. Lori McNeil 

18. Jnfie Hafau-d 

19. Amanda Caefaer 
28 . Helen Sokova 


8166 

8147 

79.80 

74.95 

68J6 

67.13 

63.02 

59.50 






American IBF heavyweight champion George Fore- 
man (right) faces a sparring partner daring a boxing 
training in Las Vegas. Foreman will fight German 


challenger Axel Schultz for the world champion title 
on April 22 (AFP photo) ^ 
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Orlando claim Atlantic Division title 
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Agassi fined after 
withdrawal 


late 


In Hong Kong, world No. 
Andre Agassi was fined 
$5,000 by the ATP tour on 
Monday after his late with- 
drawal from Hong Kong 
Open tournament with a 
back injury. 

The American's absence 
leaves defending champion 
Michael Chang as the top 
seed and the Chinese- 
American begins his defence 
with a first round encounter, 
with Switzerland's Jacob 
Hlasek on Tuesday. ' 
American Jim Courier, 
who defeated Agassi to win 
the Japan Open on Sunday, 
meets Yoon Yong-D of South 
Korea in his first round 
match also on Tuesday. 

Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist, 
the highest-ranked seed in 
action on the first day on 
Monday, strolled into the 
second round with a 6-1 6-1 
win over Luis Herrera of 
Mexico. 

The fourth-seeded En- 
qvist, whose tournament vie-* 
tones in Auckland and Phi- 
ladelphia this year have seen 
him rise to 20 in the world 
rankings, proved far too 
powerful for the Mexican 
qualifier. 


ORLANDO (AP) - Orton- , 
do claimed the Atlantic Divi- 
sion title as well as the top 
seeding in the Eastern Con- 
ference playoffs wifi) a 111- 
T00 victory over Washington 
on Monday night 

ShaquiUe O’Neal had 34 . 
points, 12 rebounds and four 
blocked shots as the Magic 
survived a fourth-quarter ral- 
ly to improve to 38-2 at 
Orlando arena and assure it- 
self the homecourt advantage 
through the conference fin- 
als. 

The victory was only the 
second in the last six games 
for Orlando as it had lost 14 
of its last 18 road games, 
including five straight. 

The Bullets, who beat Mil- 
waukee to snap a 13-game 
losing streak Saturday, lost 
for the 14th time in 15 games. 
Chris Webber, Juwan Ho- * 
ward and Gbeorghe Muresan 
each had 21 points and Doug 
Overton finished with 20. 

Dennis Scott's 3-pointer in 
the closing seconds of the 


opening qoarter started a 17- 
0 run that enabled the Magic 
to open a 46-27 lead. 
Washington trailed 64-44 at 
halftime and showed no sign 
of coming back until Orlando 
missed 10 of its first 11 shots 
in the fourth quarter. 


Hornets 101, 76m 90: In 
Philadelphia,. Greg Sutton 
scored 16 points and Larry 
Johnson had all of his 15 in 
the second half as Charlotte 
Hornets moved within one 
game of Indiana in the race 
for first place in the central 
division. 

Sutton, making his second 
start of the season in place of 
the injured Muggsy Bogues 


(straight hamstring), bad a 
career-high seven assists, 
while Darrin Hancock bad 15 
points, also a career- high, for 
Charlotte. 

Sharone Wright had 22 
points and Shawn Bradley 18 
to lead Philadelphia. 

Charlotte led 89-82 with 
5:33 to play, then scored 
seven straight points to lead 
96-82 on a driving layup by 
Sutton with 3:17 remaining. 
Philadelphia never got closer 
than 11 the rest of the way. 


Bucks 99. Knkfcs 93: In New 
York, Vin Baker scored 10 
straight fourth-quarter points 
and finished with 28 and 13 
rebounds as the Backs, kept 


alive their slim playoff hopes. 

Baker hit 11 of 18 shots 
and played 47 minutes as 
Milwaukee swept the season 
series. 

The Knicks, coming oft a 
111-90 loss at Chicago that 
broke a five-game winning 
streak, looked sluggish play- 
ing their fourth game in five 
days. 

Patrick Ewing had 14 
points, only two in the fourth 
quarter. 

Rookie Glenn Robinson, 
averaging 22 points in his 
previous three games against 
New York, had 12 in the 
third quarter and finished 
with 27 but missed eight of 13 
field goal attempts. 
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RESULTS 


Boston 

Chicago 

Milwaukee 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Houston 

Portland 


98 

New Jersey 

96 

98 

Miami 

93 

99 

New York 

93 

111 

Washington 

100 

101 

Philadelphia 

90 

121 

La Clippers 

111 

97 

Seattle 

93 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANNAH H1RSCM 

Ci*M Trim un Sanui K 


FINESSES TO THE EIGHT. TO THE LEFT 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* AQ 

" A 10 7 3 
; AQ83 

* A J3 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 5 ♦ K 8 7 4 2 

"962 7 Q 8 6 4 

C 7 v K 6 

* Q 10 9 8 4 476 

SOUTH 

* 6 3 
7E J 

J 10 9 G 4 2 
4 K 6 2 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

Pass Pass 1 * Dbl 

1 v 1 * 2 v Pass 

2 7 Pass 3 + Pass 

3 * Pass 4 7 Pass 

G + Pass 6 Pass 


Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of ♦ 

The trouble with playing a lot of 
convention* is that you like to trot 
them out on the Cain test excuse, of- 
ten on hands that are Dot quite suit- 
able. Here's an example of bow an 
■D -judged decision can backfire. 

North-South were playing the 
Precisian system, where an opening 
bid of out chib is artificial and 
a bow* 17 points or more with any 
distribution. East's double showed 
the major suits, an intervention that 


'can charitably be described as fatu- 
ous. Neither the strength of the 
hand, nor the distribution, warrant- 
ed that action. North-South had 
their bidding boots on and a tortu- 
ous. aggressive auction carried them 
to the diamond slam. 


West led the jack or spades and. 
with nothing to serve as a guide, 
declarer might well have taken every 
finesse in sight, with disastrous re- 
sults. Warned that East held all the 
row i n g high cards in the major 
suits, declarer rose with the ace of 
spades, led a heart to the jack and 
• cashed the king of hearts. 

Just in case West held the king of 
diamonds and would cover, declarer 
continued with the jack of dia- 
monds. When West followed low. 
dummy's ace was played, a spade 
was discarded an the ace of hearts 
and the queen of spades was ruffed 
in the dosed hand. After conceding 
a trick to the king of diamonds, 
declarer was forced to try the dub 
finesse for the 12th trick. But since 
West was known to bold the dub 
length, declarer was not too sur- 
prised when that succeeded. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A LEADING TOURING AGENCY IN JORDAN IS’ 
SEEKING TO EMPLOY AMBITIOUS, HARDWORK- 
ING, AND SELF MOTIVATED PROFESSIONALS. 




tfl-ls 


GQ0D 

GERMANIANGU AGE1SA 
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EXPERIENCE IS NOT REQUIRED. WE WILL TRAIN YOU. 


QUALIFIED APPLICANTS. KINDLY SEND YOUR 
C.V. (RESUME) BY FAX TO : 

ATT. PERSONNEL MANAGER i 
FAX. 687972 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




JOB OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED 

International company has immediate opening 
for an executive secretary / assistant to com- 
pany president . Excellent work environment . 
We are seeking an experienced secretary 
committed to continuity of employment . 

Job Requirements : 

- Excellent command of English language - 
spoken and written . prefer individual who has 
English as their native language . Arabic helpful 
but not absolutely necessary . 

- Strong secretarial skills including use of com- 
puter . Current software in use : Microsoft Word 
for Windows , Excel Spreadsheet , PCLink . 

- Sufficient previous experience essential . posi- 
tion requires experienced secretary capable of 
taking independent action in president's 
absence. 

- Competitive salary based on experience . 
Hours 8:30 a.m - 1:00p.m , 3:30 p.m - 6:00 p.m 
Saturday and Monday through Thursday . 

For information / interview , please 
contact : 

Tel : 661836 Fax : 605277 


b: 



STOP & SHOP 


THE LEADING FOOD EMPORIUM 


PREVIOUS KHALAF 


’JUST ARRIVED 



REINER? 


FRESH COLD CUTS 
FROM GERMANY 


exctek- 


SH OPPING 




K- 


v BIG SELLECTfQN AND. SPECIAL PRICES 


* GHUYERE 6 EMMafTAL SWISS CHEESE . 

* VARIETIES OF FRHICH CHEESE UNTIL APRIL 3Uh . 

# FRESH SMOKED SALMON CALL M FOR YOUR 
ORDER NOW nr 

♦ rTAUETN MORTADELLA . 

SPATE 1 PAULPREOAULT. 


OPEN DAILY 6:30 AM - 6 :00 PM 
( EXCEPT SUNDAY ) 

TEL 625140 / 623427 / 640900 
JABAL ELWEIBDEH 



Bulls 98, Heal 93: In Miami, 
Michael Jordan scored 31 
points, including four free 
throws in the final minute, 
and contained Glen Rice to 
12 points as the Heat were 
eliminated from the playoff 
race. 

Rice scored a franchise- 
record 56 Saturday against 
Orlando. He missed 12 of 18 
shots against the Bulls. • 
V Rookie Khal id Reeves 
scored a season -high 27 
points for Miami, but Chica- 
go won its fourth straight by 
outscoring the Heat 8^0 in the 
final 2:27. 

Jordan hit two free throws 
with 40 seconds left to give 
Chicago a 95-93 lead. Reeves 
missed with 24 seconds left; 
and Chicago's Steve Kerr bit 
one of two free throws. 
Miami's Brad Lohaus missed 
a 3-point attempt and Jordan 
hit two free throws to clinch 
the win. 
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Celtics 98, Nets 96: In Bos- 
ton, Dee Brown scored 18 
points and five other Celtics 
finished in double figures as 
the Celtics won for the eighth 
time in nine game. 

The Celtics, who were held 
scoreless over the game’s fin- 
al 2:46, can clinch the eighth 
and final Eastern Conference 
playoff berth with a win or 
Milwaukee loss. 

Dino Radja added 16 
points for Boston, while De- ... 
rek strong had 14, Domini- QDnprtj 

que Wilkins and Sherman' - 
Douglas 13 each and Greg 
minor 10. 

Armon Gilliam paced New 
Jersey with 25 points and 14 
rebounds. P.J.. Brown scored 
9 points and grabbed 17 re- 
bounds and Kenny Anderson 
added 19 points. 
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Cnema Tel: 534144 

moADuraiA 

• Cinema Tel.: 699238 

P1AZ4 

Cinema Tel.: 

CONCORD 

Pel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel: 675571 

Nabfl Al MaaUni Theatre 

Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

SJwwk 12J0. 3:15. &1S. fclj 

Bruce Willis & John Travolta 
In 

PULP FICTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘V 

Comedian star: Adel imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Show: 123Q, 3:15. 6:00. 830. 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Da'mm 

, STREET FIGHTER 

Slows: 1230. 330. 5:45, 114)0 

Musa' HIJazin “Sum’s” 

In the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha In the 
children's play 

HWdPi Return ☆☆ 

COMING SOON 
The Comedy Show 

CABARET 


Rockets 121, dippers 111: In 
Houston, Hakeem Olajuwoo 
scored 30 points and didn't 
miss a field goal until the 
fourth quarter, finishing 14- 
for-18 from the field. 

The Clippers haven’t won a 
game in the summit since a 
104-97 victory on Nov. 6, 
1986, a 17-game streak; 

Olajuwon hit his first -11 
shots of the game and tfidnt ^ 
miss until his first shot in tU 1 
fourth quarter in his third; . 
back since recovering . 
un iron-deficiency anemia-' ;■ 
The Clippers, down 98-® ■' 
going into the fourth quarter, 
pulled within 103-99 .with 
6:55 to go before the Rockets 
pulled away. _ 

Terry Dehere led the CKf 
pers with 23 points and T " 
Piatkowski had 19. 
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Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625191 

AHUW THBAna j 

Presents: 


The political satire: 
AL S4LAM YA SAlAp 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation hIam* cal - 


reservation, please 

625155 

The theatre la dosed 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Amman Soccer Championship 


Sahab take on Wibdat today 


^ p;4 ^ 

wnes, ' 

-.Tfe 


. By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 1994 champions A1 
yfibdat Wednesday play Sahab m the last 
match of the preliminary round in the maugu- 
nT Amman Soccer Championship which 
eight Premier League teams from the 
and its vidoity. 

inised by the Greater Amman Munia- 
T.as a means to sponsor participating 
the competition has drawn a sizeable 
t of sponsorship which will be distri- 
among the eight teams. Pepsi are the 
wnsors with ID 15,000. 
competing teams have been divided 
two groups, tike top two teams of which 
ranee to the semi-final round. 

Group A matches already completed, 
ah and Russeifa advanced, awaiting 
and the winner of the Sahab- Wlhdat 
from Group B. 

top players in each match have received 
^ 100 bonus. They are: 

Aft ZaM — A1 Faisal! 

Faronq Trfeb — Russeifa 
Moan Shteyan — AhU 
WaU Abdul Rahman (twice) — Baqaa 
Nader Ayyoub — Sahab 
Mohammad Badawi — Juhdi 
Mohammad A1 Zamd — Russeifa 
• Mohammad A1 Ashhab — Sahab 
Ohm Abdul Munem — Wlhdat 


fimtts in the pretiminary round »**" 
follows: 

Faisah-Baqaa 2-0 
RmcAMMdissieh 2-1 
Ahh-Jazireh 1-1 
Fabafi-QadJafeh 2-0 
Raqaa-RnssdEa 3-1 
Ahfi-Sahab Oft 
Jazireb- Wlhdat 2-1 
Qadfaafeh-Baqaa 3-2 
Russdfo-Faisafi 1-0 
Jtadreb-Sahab 2-2 
Wlhdat-AMi 2-1. 

STANDINGS 
■ Group A 

P W D L GF GA Pt> 
Fatal 3 2 - 14 14 

Rottdh 3 2 - 1 4 4 4 

Itapn 3 1-2562 

Qadtakh 3 1-2442 


Group B 

_ ’ P W D L GF GA Pti 

Jazfareh 3 1 2 - 5 4 4 

Sahab 2-2-223 

Wlhdat 2 1 - 13 3 2 

AhU 3-21232 
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Cameroon look 
for an action replay 


Flashing' 
Steel wins 
Irish Grand 
National 

FAIRYHOUSE, Ireland (R) 
— Flashing Steel, owned by 
former Irish Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey, defied top 
weight to produce a stirring 
late run and land the Irish 
Grand National steeplechase 
The race had looked over 
as 50-1 chance Rust Never 
Sleeps, who held a weight 
advantage of 23 pounds 
(12.70 kgs) over the winner, 
held a four-length lead as the 
field came off the turn for 
home. 

But Jamie Osborne guided 
Flashing Steel over to the 
rails after jumping the last 
and the winning partnership 
fought their way back into 
contention over the final 100 
yards to snatch a dramatic 
victory by half a length. 

Feathered Gale, a 10-1 
chance, stayed on to take 
third and Belvedersan 
finished in fourth place. 

British challenger, Mr. 
Boston, the 11-2 favourite, 
was up with the leaders when 
be fell at the fourth last. 


Manchester City stun Blackburn 3-2 


LONDON (AFP) — Paul 

Walsh threw Manchester Un- 
ited title lifeline as rivals City 
stunned Blackburn Rovers 3- 
2, providing the Ewood Park 
miracle Alex Ferguson had 
been praying for. 

Alan Shearer's 35th goal of 
the campaign after a dreadful 
howler by Tony Coton 
looked set to move Black- 
burn eight points dear of 
United with just four matches 
left 

Even when an astonishing 
decision by referee Keith 
Cooper handed City a penal- 
ty which Keith Curie con- 
verted with ease, Cohn Hen- 
dry’s second goal in three 
days put Blackburn in front 
before the interval.' 

But Uwe Roster’s beauti- 
fully executed 21st goal of the 
season deservedly put the 
relegation-threatened Maine 
Road side back on terms 
before the hour. 

And with Rovers’s raw 
nerves exposed Walsh 
stroked home a rebound 19 
minutes from time to hand 
Kenny Dalglish’s men only 
their second home Pre- 
miership defeat of the cam- 
paign and leave them needing 
eight mote points from their 
last four outings. 


United’s goalless draw with 
Chelsea had left Alex Fergu- 
son hoping for divine in- 
tervention but providence 
seemed to be on Rovers' side 
after just seven minutes. 

Curie’s seventh minute 
back pass to Coton seemed 
straightforward enough, even 
though Chris Sutton was 
bearing down on the City 
keeper. 

But Coton made a com- 
plete, mess of his clearance, 
scuffing the ball straight at 
Shearer and even though the 
England man’s first-time 
from 25 yards was not his best 
of the season, it had enough 
power to elude Coton’s dive 
and finish in the corner. 

A brave block from Alan 
Kcmaghan denied Shearer a 
second on the volley from 
Stuart Ripley’s cross but it 
soon became dear City were 
not content merely to make 
up the numbers. 

Tim Flowers had to be at 
his best to turn aside a sea- 
ring free-kick from Fitzroy 
Simpson and when Ker- 
nagnan flicked on Nicky 
Summerbee’s resulting cor- 
ner, Flowers was relieved to 
watch Jeff Kama head off 

the line 


City, with Niall Quinn 
making even Hendry look 
less than masterful at foe 
back, were causing plenty of 
problems but their 32nd mi- 
nute equaliser was certainly 
controversial. 

When referee Cooper blew 
as Flowers fumbled Summer- 
bee’s cross from the right it 
appeared be had given Rov- 
ers a free-kick. 

Instead, to the consterna- 
tion of the Ewood Park 
crowd, the official had spot- 
ted Ian Pearce tugging 
Quinn’s shorts as be jumped 
for die cross and Curie tuck- 
ed home the spot-kick with 
aplomb. 

That was foe spur Rovers 
needed to up their game. A 
superb turn from Sutton was 
followed by a shot which 
whistled past foe post and 
then Mark Atkins headed off 
target from Ripley. 

And six minutes before the 
break, Ripley’s corner from 
the right went off Kernaghan 
to Hendry on foe edge of the 
box. 

The big Scot controlled 
and swung his right foot and 
although Co ton got a hand to 
the ball when it came through 
a crowd of legs it squeezed 


under him then through John 
Foster’s legs. 

But Gty, still desperate for 
points themselves, were in no 
mood to lay down and die. 

Snmmerbee’s cross looked 
like comfortable for Hendry, 
but inexplicably foe centre- 
halfs weak header dropped 
perfectly into Roster’s path 
and the German curled the 
ball beyond Flowers' out- 
stretched arms. 

Suddenly Rovers were a 
bag of nerves defensively. 

Summerbee skipped past Ri- 
pley and Hendry before plac- 
ing his cross a fraction away 
from foe nnmarked Paul 
Walsh’s forehead. 

Then Rosier put Garry 
FUtcroft bursting through the 
middle and Flowers a gain 
bad to excel himself to push 
foe ball round the post, 
although Kernaghan came 
dose to putting Sutton’s low 
cross through His own net in 
foe 65fo minute. 

but the third City had 
threatened came 19 minutes 
from time. Quinn fed Sum- 
merbee, bursting into the box 
and when Flowers could only 
parry his right-footer Walsh 
was on hand to turn-home the 
rebound. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Cameroon must hope his- 
tory repeats itself when they 
visit Zaire for a crucial Afri- 
can Nations' Cup qualifying 
match at the weekend. 

The last time the central 
African countries dashed in 
Kinshasa, the Idomitable 
Lions won a 1994 World Cup 
preliminary tie 2-1 and went 
on to reach foe finals. 

Little has gone right for 
them since and they are in 
grave danger of missing the 
nations* Cup finals for foe 
second consecutive time. 

Zimbabwe top group one 
with eight points, followed by 
Malawi wrth six. Zaire with 
five, Cameroon with four and 
Losotho prop np foe stand- 
ings with two. 

Cameroon have a match in 
hand, but may need seven 
points from their four re- 
maining fixtures — at home 
to Zimbabwe and Lesotho 
and away to Zaire and Mala- 
wi — to secure one of foe two 
qualifying berths. 

It is a tall order for a side 
that even managed to get 
beaten in Lesotho, and has 
lost largely through advanc- 
ing years, many of the house- 
hold names that made Came- 
roon famous. 

Zaire have overcame dis- 
astrous start to take five 
points from their last three 
outings, inducting a signifi- 
cant 1-0 away win over pre- 
viously unbeaten Malawi. 

Belgian-based Liombia 
Essence scored foe goal, his 
third of a campaign in which 
he has overshadowed better 
known team-mates like Ro- 
ger Luklkn. 

German-coached Zim- 
babwe may be sitting pretty 
as they attempt to reach the 
biennial finals for the first 


time, but cannot afford any 
s tip-ops at home to Malawi. 

A victory would virtually 
secure the Warriors a pass- 
port to foe 16-nation show- 
piece in neighbouring South 
African, and provide sweet 
revenge for a 3-1 loss in 
Malawi last October. 

Any other result might 
trigger panic as Zimbabwe 
finish their ei gh t-match prog- 
ramme with journeys to 
Cameroon, where they have 
never won, and Zaire. 

The straggle for group two 
supremacy looks set for 
another twist because Seneg- 
al host Togo on Saturday, 24 
hours before leader Liberia 
entertain Tunisia. 

A few months ago, the 
Senegalese were down and 
almost out before Karim 
Diouf replaced former stars 
Jules Bocande and Boubacar 
Sari- as national coach. 


may be known on Sunday 
after Congo host Sierra 
Leone, who lie second, two 
points ahead of their oppo- 
nents. 

Congo must win while a 
draw would virtually guaran- 
tee the west Africans a 
second appearance in a row 
at the finale 

Poor away form has cost 
Tanzania dearly in group 4, 
where they occupy third 
place behind seeded coun- 
tries Egypt and Algeria, and 
ahead of Uganda, Ethiopia 
and Sudan. 

Egypt visit Dar Es Sal am 
with an impressive record of 
only one defeat in six match- 
es and 13 goals to their credit, 
including five against foe 
Tanzanians in Cairo. 

This time, the Pharaohs 
will probably settle for a 
point, which .would keep 
them in the driving seat on. 


World Youth Soccer Championship 

Costa Rica stun Germay 2-1; Argentina lose 


AFRICAN SOCCER 


Under him, foe Lions 
snatched a last-minute 
equaliser in Liberia and won 
in Mauritania. 

If they overcome tenacious 
Togo, the country that occu- 
pied bottom place in mid- 
January will jump above foe 
Liberians into first. 

Liberia and Tunisia fought 
a dour, goalless draw in north 
Africa and another dose en- 
counter of the defensive kind 
seems likely between teams 
boasting unbeaten records. 

The situation is less com- 
plex in group 3 where Ghana, 
champions a record four 
times, can start malting travel 
arrangement for Johannes- 
burg despite losing in Sierra 
Leone this month. 

Who will accompany them 


Located in Western Shmeisani area, 2nd floor, 
consisting of three bedrooms, living room, spacious 
guest room, dining room, glassed-in veranda, 
kitchen and telephone, two bathrooms, separate 
central heating. Area: 220 sq.m.. 

Please call tel. 664256 - 685595 

Ground floor apartment for rent 

UNFURNISHED 

2 bedrooms, 1 living room, 1 dining room, kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, veranda, garden. 

Location: Two blocks before Philadelphia Hotel. 

Tel.: 038442 (from 09:00 until 13:00 hr*) or 
090548 (after 14:00 hr*) 


goal difference even if goal- 
shy Algeria succeed, in 
Sudan. 

Ethiopia no longer rank 
among the poweis of African 
football, but should be able 
to preserve their unbeaten 
home record against Uganda. 

Group 6 is tighter with just 
one point separating Guinea, 
Mozambique, Angola and 
Mali, the surprise team of the 
1994 finals, where they 

fi nishing fourth. 

Angola, another country 
battling to reach the finals for 
the first time, are in a power- 
ful position with Guinea, 
Mali and Botswana sche- 
duled to visit Luanda. 


DOHA (AP) — Costa Rica 
pulled off a major surprise at 
the World Youth Soccer 
Championship on Monday, 
defeating Germany 2-1 in 
Group D play. 

Germany, previous win- 
ners of tins under 20 tourna- 
ment, were dominated by foe 
Centra] Americans. 

Costa rica took foe lead 
after 42 minutes when Jewi- 
son Bennefo converted a 
penalty kick following a foul 
on him by German skipper 
Hinz Casteni. 

They increased foe lead six 
minutes into the second half 
through Soto Jafet who 
scored after a solo 30 metre 
run. 

Germany’s consolation 
came from Jan Walle in in-, 
jury time. The Germans also 
had Sven Fischer sent off by 
referee Alain Sars for a foul 
on Jervis Drummond. 

“This is a historic win for 
us,” said Costa Rican coach 
Luis Sibaja. “We played one 
of the best games in our 
football history. We could 
have won by a greater mar- 
gin.” 

Brazil, Bnula dr a w : Mean- 
while, Brazil drew 0-0 with 
Russia in a disappointing 
Group .A Game. The best 
chance fell to Brazilian strik- 
er Reinaldo who saw a head- 
er come bade off foe bar in 
the second half just minutes 
after having a goal disallowed 
for hand-toll. 

Russia had Andrei Sok> 
matine sent off for a second 
bookable offense as did Bra- 


zil who lost Ze Ftia* 

Eighteen players have now 
been shown the red card in 
the competition. 

Portugal beat Arg en t ina 1-0: 
Portugal, two-time titlebol- 
ders, ascended to the top of 
Group C with a hard fought 
1-0 win Monday over Argen- 
tina. Half-time score was 0-0. 

Danny Carvalho scored the 
winner in the 71st minute 
after he dispossessed Gusta- 
vo Lombardi to score in foe 
comer. 

In a match of few real 
openings, the Portuguese 
were indebted to their goal- 
keeper Joaquim Qmm who 
puned off three flying saves 
to Deny Guilcenno Lairosa 
and Juan Sorin in the first 
. half. 

Quim then repeated his 
flying heretics to keepXarrosa 
late m the game. 

Carvalho was the danger 
man for Portugal. He carved 
out opening for his team- 
mates and had four other 
attempts on goal. 

The match was watched by 
some 3,000 spectators. 

Spain beat Japan 2-1: Spain 
fought its way to foe quarter- 
finals in foe world youth 
championships with a 2-1 win 
Monday over Japan in Group 
B. Half-time score was in 
favor of Spain. 

Raul Gonzalez, voted the 
best player of the match, 
scored foe match-winner in 
the 80th minute after Japan 
notched the equalizer 
through Hidetoshi Nakata 
through a direct strike from a 


corner kick 10 minutes car- game with a positive efforts were thwarted by foe 
tier. approach in foe second half Spanish keeper Vallejo 

Japan played a' controlled to win full points. But their Lopez. 
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From Alahlia ~ Abeta 

BABY ITEMS SALE 

TESCO baby powder 250 gr. JD 1 .1 90 

TESCO. baby powder 450 gr. JD 1 .990 

JOHNSONS' baby shampoo »fjf ; ?*--• 

200 gr. JD 1 .950 ■|||gP 

JOHNSONS baby shampoo 

400 gr. JD 3.350 

KLEENEX HUGGIES diapers 

Small size JD 7.000 - Med & Large sizes JD 7.500 


SAVE OVER 40% ON 
KAPPUS toy soap. 

(from Germany) 

Animal shaped single JD .950 
Animal shaped 3 pack JD1 .750 


SAVE OVER 60% ON 
THE SIMPSONS 
Bubble bath + toy 
NINJA TURTLES 
JD 1.350 
NINJA TURTLES 




lift pack JD 1 .350 


3.^ 


.FURNISHED villa for rent 

* Consists of: 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 salons, 
balcony, garden, garage, central heating, tele- 
phone,, equipped kitchen + veranda. 

* Location: Al-Rabieh. 

Call: 684208/673501 


International Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 
Are you reflective, caring, highly motivated and 
British qualified - preferably with working know- 
ledge of the National Curriculum? 

The ICS is looking for Primary Teachers 
(Key Stages 1 & 2) for September 1995. 
Excellent salary & working conditions. In- 
terested? Contact the school office for an 
application form, and to arrange a visit, by 
Thursday, 27th April, 1995. 

Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Nowlhene’s 
Another 
Choice In 

^ter. a 


TWIX Mini Bars 
300 grsVPKG 
JD 2.350 



FROM OUR M 
PRODUCE SECTION 
KIWI FRUIT 3 pieces JD 1.000 
ARTICHOKE Per kilo JD 1 .400 
BROCCOLI Per kilo -JD 1.500 




RED ROS»E Chunk Tuna 
415 gr (4 Cans) 

JD 1.790 


FROM OUR DELI DEPT 

GREEK Black Olives 

Per kilo JD 2.750 


Idol 


Your only choice in wuer used to be hoi or cold . Today however , you can add another better 
choice . NJEJE.T Ecowuera agent has the best choice for all types of borne, commercial and 
inifci«m«l «rtgr Bfawnf - inrlniWnj wafw and drinldug. After all, ECOWMGr haS-been 

making w«er better for almost 63 years. , 

For a fiee water lest give ns a cafl. Onr experienced engineers will gladly help you to 
find the tight choice. 


NEW SHIPMENT 

KELLOGGS 


SHEET 

DM ■■■■* !■*■»» 

*0*^11 Ve5f->J*SE> 

IB. STgHnO ■ to . aesas Wj«. 




■veuuuuuo lANQLerr 

Honey Nut Loops £ 750gr./Jar 

375 gr. boxes JD 2.750 

JD 3.350 | | ~ 

We have a great variety of 
CHOCOLATE EGGS for EASTER. 

a|h Alahlia -Abeta 
1|r Superstore 

A PROJECT OF ALAHLIA Jtelk , 

COMMERCIAL CENTERS P.S.C. 


TANG Lemon Drink Mix 
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Israel expels 2 Palestinians toLebanon 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) 
■7 Israel expelled two Palesti- 
nians, one of them after 25 
years in jail, to Sooth Leba- 
non but Lebanese troops re- 
fused them entry into govern- 
men t-con trolled areas. U.N. 
sources said on Tuesday. 

They said Kb amis Khodor, 
58, and Mohammad A1 
Joulani, 27, were expelled by 
Israel on Monday but were 
barred by Lebanese soldiers 
at Hanna crossing point from 
entering government territor- 
ies from Israel’s South Leba- 
non border occupation zone. 

The two men, who belong 
to Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh group and 
bold Jordanian passports, 
were then put in custody of 
U.N. peacekeepers in South 
Lebanon, the sources said. 

“They just showed up and 
said they bad been deported 
by Israel,’' Timur Goksel, 
spokesman for the United 
Nations Inte rim F orce In 
Lebanon (UNTFIL), said. 
“We are just hoping they 
won't be with us for the next 
serverai years.” 

Mr. Goksel said the Israeli 
army and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
had been contacted about the 


men. But he said the United 
Nations had yet to hear back 
from the Israeli army. 

Khodor had been in jail 
since be was arrested in 1970 
in Israel while attempting to 
set off a bomb, the sources 
said. 

Joulani had been serving a 
13-year prison term in Israel 
since 1986 for taking pari in a 
guerrilla raid from Jordan. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami said: ‘Two 
Palestinians, citizens of Jor- 
dan, who spent a number of 
years in jail here, were expel- 
led to Lebanon.” 

Mr. Ben-Ami said he did 
not know why the two men 
were deported to Lebanon. 
He said the Israeli army 
would issue a statement, but 
an army spokesman said they 
bad nothing to release yet. 

Security sources in Leba- 
non said Israel first tried to 
expel the two men to Jordan, 
but dumped them in South 
Lebanon after the Amman 
government refused them 
entry. 

In 1992, after an Israeli 
policeman was killed by guer- 
rillas, Israel expelled to 
South Lebanon 415 Palesti- 


nians from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip whom it ac- 
cused of being militants. 

Lebanon refused them en- 
try and most of the men were 
stranded in a rugged no- 
man’s land just north of the 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone for up to a year before 
Israel, under international 
criticism, took them back. 

Since then. Israel has ex- 
pelled several Arabs whom it 
said entered Palestinian self- 
rule areas without its author- 
isation. But no long-term 
Palestinian residents of the 
West Bank or Gaza Strip or 
prisoners had been expelled. 

Khodor and Joulani were 
driven in an Israeli army jeep 
to the Haxnra crossing, near 
the port city of Tyre, between 
the Israeli-occupied zone of 
South Lebanon and the rest 
of the country. 

They walked five 
kilomefres to a Lebanese 
army checkpoint but were 
turned back. UNIFIL took 
charge of the men on their 
return. 

The men told the Associ- 
ated Press they spent most of 
their sentences in a prison 
near Beersheba in southern 
Israel. 


Joulani said that last 
Thursday he and Khamis 
were taken blindfolded and 
handcuffed to the Jordanian 
border- 

But he said he overheard 
an Israeli officer saying Jor- 
dan had refused to accept 
them. 

They were returned to pris- 
on and taken to the Israeli- 
occupied sector in South 
Lebanon Monday. 

There was no explanation 
why the men were not re- 
leased in the Palestinian self- 
rule area in the Gaza Strip, 
which Mr. Arafat controls. 

Both men said they want to 
'go to Jordan, with Tunisia as 
a second choice, insisting 
they do not want to be sent 
bade to Israel. 

“If that doesn’t work out, 
let the Red Cross take me to 
Switzerland,’' said the 
bearded Khodor, who has 
not seen his two children in 
more than 20 years. 

The slim, bearded Joulani 
said he respected the Beirut 
government’s decision not to 
let them stay in Lebanon. 

“We don't want to force 
ourselves on any country,” 
he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Darwazeh heads for Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samih Darwazeh left for Cairo, beading Jor- 
dan’s delegation to the meetings of an Arab League energy 
ministers coundi due to convene on Wednesday. Mr. 
Darwazeh, who will chair the two-day meetings, said the 
council will discuss projects to link the national electric 
grids of Arab countries and exchange expertise and 
information. 

Spain to reestablish presence in Iraq 

MADRID (AFP) — Spain is to send a diplomat to its 
embassy in Iraq at the beginning of May, the Spanish 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said Tuesday. The representative, 
who will be considered a “technical advisor,” holds a 
diplomatic passport but is not “a career diplomat.” He will 
be based in the Spanish embassy in Baghdad and will take 
-responsibility for administrative and consular questions, 
ministry officials said. According to Tuesday's edition of El 
Pais, Spain and France decided last December, during a 
meeting of top civil servants in Paris, to reestablish a 
ffifdpmatic presence in Iraq. The newspaper El Mundo 
pruned Spanish companies, especially construction com- 
panies interested in participating in projects in Iraq, have 
put pressure on the Spanish government for several months 
to send a representative to Baghdad. On March 1 in 
Baghdad, Paris opened an “interest section.” 

Mubarak meets with Utah senator 

CAIRO (AP) — Senator Robert F. Bennett of Utah met 
Tuesday with President Hosni Mubarak for talks on the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and economic coopera- 
tion between Egypt and the United States. Mr. Bennett, 
who is in Cairo on a private visit, told reporters bis meeting 
with Mr. Mubarak went well. Osama A1 Baz, head of Mr. 
Mubarak’s political office, said that the two men discussed 
economic cooperation in various fields including tourism, 
and the Non-Proliferation Treaty, whose renewal is being 
debated before the United Nations. Egypt has said it will 
not vote for renewing the treaty unless Israel joins the pact, 
which has strained Egyptian relations with the United 
States and the Jewish State. Negotiations have been going 
on to see if Israel will change its stance against signing. 
“President Mubarak told him (Sen. Bennett) that Egypt's 
position on the NPT will be decided by our interpretation 
of the developments happening in this field,” Dr. Baz said. 

Canadian stays in jail in AMF case 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
court has ordered a Canadian to stay in jail on charges of 
embezzling nearly $80 million from the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF), court sources said Tuesday. The Abu Dhabi 
court rejected defence appeals to release Mahdi Saleh 
Bahrululum, who faces the charges along with three other 
former top AMF officials, and decided to keep him in jail 
after a two-hour hearing on Monday. The bearing, the 
third since the defendant was extradited from Lebanon in 
November, was adjourned until May 29. Lebanon handed 
over Mr. Bahrululum, who is of Iraqi origin, to serve a 
75-year prison sentence issued by an Abu Dbabi court in 
his absence in 1987 after it found him guilty of embezzle- 
ment charges. But he objected to the verdict on the 
grounds he was not officially informed. Although the 
prosecution argued that publication of the sentence in the 
official media amounted to formal notification, the author- 
ities decided on a re-trial. 

Police kill three militants in Aswan area 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police shot dead three armed militants in 
a clash in the Aswan region of southern Egypt, police said 
-Tuesday. The. militants, members of tbe outlawed Garnaa 
A1 Islamiyah group, were hiding in sugar cane fields near 
Korn Ombo, some 830 kilometres South of Cairo, when the 
dash took place late Monday. Two of the militants were 
identified as Sabri Ahmad Yousef and Mustapha Mortada 
Mustapha. Police said they were involved in several attacks 
on police in the Aswan region and smuggled arms into 
Egypt from Sudan. Police found an assault rifle, a pistol, a 
home-made bomb and leaflets on the scene. Kom Ombo is 1 
tbe site of a famous andent temple dating back to the reign | 
of Ptolemy. 

Egypt, Israel to cooperate in health care 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and Israel are to launch dose 
cooperation in health care, Israeli Health Minister 
Ephraim Sneh said Tuesday after talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. He said Mr. Mubarak had 
backed the idea of “pursuing ways to start and strengthen 
cooperation between the two countries. “There are a Tot of 
experiences to be exchanged and there are many things to 
start together.” Mr. Sneh, on the first official visit by an 
Israeli health minister to Egypt since the two sides signed a 
peace treaty in 1979, was due to meet Egyptian health 
experts later Tuesday. An Israeli health ministry spokes- 
man said Monday Mr. Sneb would discuss with the 
Egyptian counterpart Ali Abdel Fatah A1 Makhzangui 
opposition by the Egytpian Doctors' Association to any 
cooperation with Israel. Mr. Sneb, who arrived late 
Monday, is due to leave Wednesday after visiting hospital 
and pharmaceutical factories. 


Pilot killed, 4 injured 
in Tehran air crash 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Ira- 
nian air force plane crashed 
into a school and apartment 
blocks here Tuesday during 
exercises for army day killing 
its pilot and injuring at least 
four people. 

The offidai news agency 
IRNA said the pilot died 
when his Swiss-made TC-6 
training plane plumetted 
from the skies. 

Four people in a residential 
area of southern Tehran, in- 
cluding two schoolgirls and a 
woman, were injured by 
flying debris, IRNA said. But 
witnesses put the toll at 
around a dozen. 

IRNA reported that the 
tail of tbe plane hit Shahid 
Bahraini girls school. The 
only two pupils in the yard at 
the time were slightly in? 
jured. 

Other parts of the plane 
were scatterd over a radius 
of 1,500 metres and windows 
were smashed, the agency 
said. The crash took place as 
the plane flew at low altitude 
during air manoeuvres. 

IRNA denied an earlier 
report from witnesses that a 
mid-air collision was the 
cause of the crash. Iranian 
experts have launched an in- 
vestigation. 

Seconds before the acci- 
dent several witnesses includ- 
ing an AFP journalist said 
they saw two planes fly too 
close to each other. Some 
witnesses said .the plane's 
wings touched. 

The plane was believed to 
have exploded while still in 
tbe air, explaining the low 
number of injuries. The de- 
nsely-populated area where 
the debris landed, near a 
railway station, was sealed 
off by security forces. 

A military source told 
IRNA that the training plane 
had crashed because of a 
technical failure while it was 
trying to land at Tehran’s 


Mehrabad airport. 

The rest of the parade pas- 
sed off without incident and 
was marked by the first pub- 
lic appearance of Iran's Zol- 
faghar tank, an improved 
version of the Russian T-72, 
and tbe Cobra armoured 
troop transporter on cate rp fl- 
ier tracks. 

Chief-of-Staff Hassan Frru- 
zabadi called for U.S. troops 
to pull out of the Gulf region 
and urged cooperation be- 
tween neighbouring countries 
as be addressed the start of 
die parade. 

“The accusations and- 
threats by the Americans 
against Iran are only a ploy to 
tnck the people of the region 
and pillage their resources,” 
he told crack units gathered 
in Azadi Square. 

“The Americans would do 
better to withdraw their 
forces in this region,'* the 
general added. 

The United States has step- 
ped up pressure on Iran 
which it accuses of supporting 
international terrorism ana 
trying to build up a nuclear 
capacity. Tehran has denied 
both charges. 

Newspapers have in the 
past- questioned the safety of 
air travel in Iran, especially 
after air force chief General 
Mansour Sattari was killed in 
a crash along with five other 
top officials and six crewmen 
on Jan. 5. 

Their plane crashed shortly 
after take-off from a military 
base of Esfahan, central Iran. 

A Fokker F-28 civilian air- 
liner crashed while oo a flight 
from Esfahan to Tehran in 
October, killing 66 people. 

In February 1993, an Ira- 
nian airliner and a Sukhoi-22 
fighter plane collided killing 
134 people after take-off 
from Mehrabad airport. And 
39 people died in a crash near 
Saveh, northwest of Tehran, 
in April 1992. 


End in sight for Bahrain 
unrest, government says 


MANAMA 

Bahrain authorities said 
Tuesday that sporadic unrest 
here was nearly over and 
blamed extremist religious 
groups for planning the Cron- 
in a statement published 
by local papers, Interior 
Minister Mohammad Ben 
Khalifa A1 Khalifa said riots 
which broke out in early De- 
cember had been “incited by 
a foreign organisation.” 
“Through investigation, in- 
formation and confessions 
made to the judges it was 
clear that an extreme reli- 
gious organisation was be- 
hind them," he said. 


He did not name the group 
or which foreign body had 
been behind the violence, 
saying only the “security 
situation in Bahrain is stable 
and acts of violence ami un- 


rest are coming to an end.” 

On Monday diplomats held 
a second meeting with Stmte 
leaders in a bid to quell the 
unrest which has shaken the 
Gulf emirate since early De- 
cember. 

It followed the arrest and 
expulsion of a leading Shiite 
Muslim cleric Sheikh Ali Sal- 
man who had called for the 
restoration of parliament sus- 
pended in 1975. 

Bahrain has tacitly accused 
Iran of influencing the Gulf 
archipelago's Shiite Muslim 
community. 

Tbe minister’s statement 


came ahead of the opening of 
an extraordinary meeting in 
Manama of interior ministers 
from the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

Bahraini authorities on 
Monday freed 120 detainees 
as diplomats said the situa- 
tion was calm. 

Diplomats said around a 
dozen civilians and police- 
men were killed in the unrest, 
while Bahraini Information 
Minister Tareq A1 Mioayyed 
told AFP the civilian death 
toD was “less than 10 ” and 
three policemen had died. 

Emir Sheikh Isa Ben Sal- 
man A1 Khalifa and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifa held talks 
with Shiite leaders. 

The riots were the worst 
violence to hit the emirate 
since it gained its independ- 
ence from Britain in 1971. 

Sheikh Mohammad said in 
his comments published 
Tuesday that the GCC minis- 
ters would discuss internal 
security and coordinate their 
stance on “challenges and 
dangers threatening the 
security and stability of the 
region, considered one of the 
most important in the 
world.” 

He said investigations 
showed that the four-month- 
old unrest in Bahrain had 
been premeditated. 

Arson attacks and riots 
have largely disappeared in 
tile past few days *. 



NEW FORCE: Israel’s new motorcycle squad chief Assaf Hefetez decided to create the force 
trains in occupied Jerusalem. The special after seeing motorcycle police operate in Tur- 
quick response unit will go into action against key (AFP photo) 

Palestinians as well as petty criminals. Police 


Rafsanjani urges greater Asian 
cooperation; U.S. voices concern 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani called 
on India and its Muslim 
neighbours Pakistan and 
Bangladesh on Tuesday to 
strengthen their cooperation 
to provide stability in South 
Asia. 

The Iranian leader, speak- 
ing under tight security at a 
mosque in the northern city 
of Lucknow, said Iran 
wanted peace on the sub- 
continent and would assist 
India and neighbouring coun- 
tries in maintaining stability. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rabin meanwhile 
told India the United States 
had “extremely strong con- 
cern'* about Iran, which 
Washington has branded as 
an outlaw nation. 

Mr. Rubin and Mr. Raf- 
sanjani were both in India on 
offidai visits. 

Mr. Rafsanjani met Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
sitnha Rao on Monday, and 
Mr. Rubin voiced U.S. con- 
cent about Iran in a meeting 
with the Indian leader on 
Tuedsay. 

“Although it is outside my 
purview, I did not mention 
(to Rao)... the extremely 
strong concern of our govern- 
ment (about Iran),” Mr. 
Rubin told reporters in the 
Indian capital. 

Washington has branded 
Iran an “outlaw nation,” 
accusing it of sponsoring 
“terrorism,” fomenting trou- 
ble jn the region and trying to 
acquire nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Rubio said he would 
have postponed his visit to 
India tf he had known long 
enough ahead of time that 
Mr. Rafsanjani would be in 
the country at the same time. 

“If we had known in a 
timely, fashion, we would 
have rescheduled,” said Mr. 
Rubin. 


U.S. officials said they 
learned of Mr. Rafsanjani's 
visit only last Friday. The 
Iranian leader landed in New 
Delhi on Monday, a few 
hours before Mr. Rubin ar- 
rived for his four-day visit. 

Mr. Rubin said he did not 
press India to avoid deepen- 
ing ties with Iran but simply 
expressed America's strong 
concern about the country. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTI) news agency quoted 
Mr. Rafsanjani as sajfing in 
Lucknow that peace and sta- 
bility could only be ensured 
through “mutual friendship 
and cooperation” between 
predominantly Hindu India 
and Pakistan and Bang- 
ladesh. 

India and Pakistan have 
fought three wars since inde- 
pendence from Britain in 
1947 and are locked in a 
dispute over Kashmir. 

PTI said the Indian leader, 
without identifying any indi- 
viduals or groups by name, 
denounced those who ex- 
ploited religious sentiments 
to sow distrust and hatred in 
India, which has a Muslim 
population of some 120 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Rafsanjani is the first 
Iranian head of state to visit 
India since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Security was tight, the 
news agency said, after a 
local Shiite cleric announced 
plans to stage protests against 
Mr. Rafeanjai’s visit. 

The local cleric, who criti- 
cised a ban by Iranian reli- 
gious authorities on the use 
of knives and swords for seif- 
mutilate during religious 
mourning, was put in preven- 
tive custody by the police. 

The Iranian president re- 
turned to New Delhi follow- 
ing a four-hour visit to Luck- 
now, an ancient seat of Isla- 
mic learning and a capital of 


an erstwhile Muslim king- 
dom. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, basking in 
a warm reception in the Indi- 
an capital, said on Monday 
that Tehran and New Delhi 
should forge closer links and 
together maintain regional 
security. 

India, emerging as a major 
business and political ally of 
isolated Iran, has offered Mr. 
Rafsanjani help in beefing up 
Tehran's arsenal, officials 
said on Tuesday. 

India and Iran were ex- 
pected to sign six agreements 
on Tuesday, including a 
proposed gas pipeline from 
Iran to India, transit trade 
through Iran to Central Asia 
and steps on controlling drug 
trafficking. 

On Monday Secretary of 
State WaiTen Christopher 
raised U.S. concerns over 
Chinese plans to sell nuclear 
reactors to Iran, saying any 
nuclear cooperation with 
Tehran was too dangerous to 
justify. 

“This is further evidence of 
exactly the kind of problems 
we have with Iran.” Mr. 
Rubin said in New Delhi. 

A senior U.S. official, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said it was unlikely that Iran 
and India would strike any 
major economic agreement, 
saying Iran did not have 
much money and India had 
little credit to offer. 

He also expressed doubts 
about the ability of the two 
nations to reach agreement 
on a pipeline. “That would 
be very difficult to accom- 
plish,” he said. 

Tehran would like the 
pipeline to pass through 
Pakistan, which lies between 
Iran and India, but New De- 
lhi would like the gas link to 
go under tbe Arabian sea. 

India does not want a pipe- 
line vulnerable to Pakistan. 


All issues 


Cyprus accuses Turkey 


of blackmailing EU 


should be 
discussed 
with Syria 
— Peres 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
To break tbe deadlock in 
Israel-Syria peace talks, the 
two countries should dis- 
cuss all aspects of an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, instead of focus- 
ing solely on security. Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Tuesday. 

Israel has refused to dis- 
cuss details of withdrawing 
from the Golan Heights, 
which it seized in 1967, 
until security arrangements 
are worked out in talks 
between military experts. 

“We must move to 
another move to another 
agenda," Mr. Peres told 
the Haaretz newspaper. 
“One must think about a' 
comprehensive approach, 
to discuss all four subjects 
at the same time — yvith- 
drawal and borders, peace 
and the nature of relations, 
security arrangements and 
the timetable.” 

Mr. Peres told army 
radio, however, that the 
demand to broaden the 
talks was not new. “I am 
afraid that if we only walk 
tbe narrow path, we will 
get stuck,” he said. 

Mr. Peres said the Israel- 
Syria agreement will recog- 
nise Syria's role in Leba- 
non. 

“Whether one says it 
pnblidy or not, we under- 
stand that we are conduct- 
ing one negotiation in re- 
gard to two countries,” he 
said. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cyprus accused Turkish 
prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
on Tuesday of bla ckmailing 
the European Union (EU) by 
predicting a solution to the 
island's problems after her 
country became an EU 
member. 

“The statements make 
dear that the key to tbe 
problem's solution is in Ank- 
ara... also dear is Turkey's 
bid to blackmail the> Euro- 
pean Union using the Cyprus 
problem,” Cyprus govern- 
ment spokesman Yiannakis 
Cassoulides told journalists. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion sparked by a short-lived 
coup in Nicosia engineered 
by a military junta then ruling 
Greece. 

U.N. efforts to reunite the 
island under a bi-zonal, bi- 
communal federal system 
have foiled so far. 

Ms. Ciller, scheduled to 
meet President Bill Clinton 
on Wednesday, referred to 
Cyprus at a news conference 
on Monday in the United 
States. 

“I feel that the very ulti- 
mate. if ^ye can get to the 
ultimate eventually, will be if 
and when Turkey becomes a 
full member of me European 
Union,” Ms. Ciller said. 

“Then the whole issue of 
Cyprus will be resolved when 
Turkey and Greece are with- 
in the same shelter,” she 
added. 

Cyprus said that it would 
take Ms. Oiler's comments 
up with the United States. 

“They (the statements) 
also justify Turkey’s intransi- 
gent stand on Cyprus 
throughout the years. We are 
going to set these statements 


before the U.S. administra- 
tion in the hope that Presi- 
dent BUI Clinton will ask 
Mrs. Ciller to clarify,” said 
spokesman Cassoulides. 

Mr. Cassoulides, at a meet- 
ing later with reporters over 
lunch, said that Cyprus did 
not see its bid for EU mem- 
bership as a substitute for 
other channels, such as U.N.- 
sponsored talks with the 
north, to end the island’s 
division. 

“The EU policy has been 
pursued to service our efforts 
for unification and not as an 
alternative,” Mr. Cassoulides 
said. 

In 1983, the island’s Tur- 
kish Cypriot minority de- 
clared an independent state 
in the north which is only 
recognised by Turkey. It has 
over 35,000 troops stationed 
there. 

The internationally-recog- 
nised republic of Cyprus has 
applied for full EU mem- 
bership. As part of the deal, 
Greece last month lifted its 
veto against Turkey’s cus- 
toms union with tbe EU and 
Cyprus was promised acces- 
sion talks to start six months 
after a union s ummi t fo 1996. 

U.S. officials said the Cyp- 
rus issue and improving Gre- 
co-Tnrkish relations, strained 
primarily as a result of the 
.Turkish occupation of north- 
ern Cyprus, will be discussed 
at Wednesday’s CUnton-Cil- 
ler meeting. 

Protracted U.N. -spon- 
sored negotiations to reunify 
•the island in a bizonal federa- 
tion have been deadlocked 
for years U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali has 
blamed Turkey for the im- 
passe. 




Briton faces 
judgement in 
. child sex case 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — A Bri--* 
ton charged with organising., 
child sex tourism in Asia / 

faces a maximum of one year - 
in prison if he is found guilty * ! 
by a Belgian court Wednes- 
day. John Stamford, the Brk- * 
ish publisher of the Gay 
travel guide Spartacus, went 
on trial in the northern town 
of Tumfaout last year after 
campaigners against child 
abuse and slavery compiled 
enough evidence to bring an 
action against him. The four 
organisations involved in the 
case, led by Swiss human 
rights group Terre Des Hom- 
ines, claim that Spartacus, an 
ostensibly innocent guide, is 
a front for an information 
network designed to direct 
European paeodophiles to 
cheap child sex throughout 
Asia. Published by Stamford 
in Amsterdam since 1970, 
Spartacus has editions in five 
languages and sells an esti- 
mated 60,000 copies per year. 
Readers are invited to join 
the associated Spartacus 
Cub, which according to 
Terre Des Hommes plays the 
central role in Mr. Stamford's 
network. On joining, readers 
gain access to Mr. Stamford's 
research on holiday destina- 
tions detailing where, how 
and for what price children 
can be procured for sex. In . 
one document obtained by 
Terre Des Hommes, Mr. 
Stamford regales readers . 
with a tale of a brothel in 
Manila offering "boys of ev- 
ery age, shape and type.” 
“Between Januay and May 
1978, 1 personally tested lots 
of these boys and recom- 
mended some to Spartacus 
readers,” Mr. Stamford 
allegedly wrote. During the 
trial, one witness dted an 
acquaintance of Mr. Stam- 
ford as saying Mr. Stamford 
had appeared in a pornog- 
raphic video in which two 
Filipino children were sexual- 
ly abused and then strangled. 
Mr. Stramford has only been - 
charged however with the re- 
latively minor offences of in- 
citement to sexual exploita- 
tion and publishing indecent 
material. The public prosecu- 
tor has demanded the max- 
imum one year sentence, but 
advocates for the groups 
which brought the case have 
argued that the court should 
declare the issues involved 
beyond its jurisdictin and call 
for a new trial in a higher 
court. 

World War II 
ex-PoW recovers 
distance of 
forced marches 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Graham 
Cousins got the idea of com- 
memorating his own private 
hell from World War H by 
watching the D-Day 
anniversary of television last 
June. Amid all the allied 
veterans revisting the bloody 
landing beaches of Norman- 
dy, “there was some young 
chap pedaling a glider across 
the English Channel,” 

Cousins recalled. “They said 
he had to pedal six kilometres 
an hour to keep it going,” 

Mr. Cousins said. “I thought, 

T can walk that fast. Why 
not?'" No, the retired oil 
man didn’t try crossing the 
channel on foot. Rather, the . 
75-year-old laced on a pair of 
hiking boots five weeks ago 
and trekked 640 kilometres. . ^ 

(400 miles) across northern ■ ■ 

South Africa, equalling tb*:< • 
distance he crossed in 
war's last winter as a prisoner . 
of war in Germany. He ep- 
ded his trek Monday, ,■ ■ 
“finish line” the gates of *;>. 
Johannesburg Trade Showr 5 ; 
where he was greeted W ‘ 
military officials and a banj ; ; ' 
fill of surviving PoWs, part Of r. 
the few hundred South Afo' ± C . , 

cans left alive of the tens.fe.'; 
thousands who volunteered; 
to fight for Britain in Worm 
War II. Mr. Cousins was oflSf! 
of some 10,000 South Afric^liij. 
troops captured in June J‘0r 
when German Field Marshal. Pgu- 
Erwin Rommel broke the Start 
British lines and captured tb** .• l 
vital Mediterranean city ,• ' 
Tobruk. The port, whose d£ 
fenders became popular^ ’ ; ' 

known as the “desert rats.' 




vac-lap. 


had held out for a ytarj£ <- 
siege. Mr. Cousins, a sign?’ ; . - 

man, and the others / • 

shipped to PoW camps fl 1 , ' 

eastern Germany. As tj* • 

Red Army -pressed from 
land toward Germany " • 

January 1945, the German * 5 •;!% . - 
‘pushed some quarter-mHh 0 ^ _ 

allied PoWs onto the wWtf ^ ‘ 
roads to keep them fJJJ 
being liberated and 
again. 


